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Tho Playors Eta 


The College Playoff Is Evolution, But Of What? 


BY ROLAND LAZENBY | Photo Kevin Jairaj-USA TODAY Sport 


And it’s been going on daily for months 

on end now. Dial up ESPN and just listen 
to the blather about which teams deserve to 
be in the new college football bow! playoffs. 

All of the media babble has provided a 
long, drawn-out prelude to bow! season and 
the breathless question of who will win the 
coveted and “mythical” national champion- 
ship. 

By the time it finally happens, we'll have 
talked the thing to death. A lot of those ESPN 
analysts will possibly have to have tongue 
surgery after the season due to all the 
wagging they’ve done. 

The rest of us will need therapy, or at least 
a good vacation. We'll sit around looking 
bug-eyed and over-caffeinated while doing 
Internet searches to find the broadcast times 
for spring games. 

Future generations will look back on the 
era and scratch their heads while asking, 
“What was that all about?” 

For sure, college football has come to be 
an over-the-top, off-the-hook proposition in 
postmodern American life, an outright risk to 
your personal health if not your pocketbook. 

Ain’t it just grand? 

It hasn’t always been this way, of course. 

There was a time when a football game 
was, well, just a football game. 

That was certainly true in 1957 when the 
Virginia Military Institute Keydets, with 
a student body of just over 900 cadets, 
chugged their way through an undefeated 
season and into the Top 20 of the Associated 
Press Division I football poll. 

It was a good story for the press that year. 

The Keydets did this without a home field 
to play on and fewer than a dozen scholar- 
ships. It was a walk-on team. The coach 
called his players “free boys.” 

In those much simpler days, there were 
just eight bowl games in all the land. Two 
of them showed up for VMI’s final regular 
season game late that November, a win over 
Virginia Tech. Afterward, representatives 
from two bowls came to VMI’s locker room 
and offered an invite. 

Coach John McKenna figured the Sun 
Bowl, in El Paso, Texas, would be best for 
his team. Not thinking too much about it, 
the coach then put the idea to a vote. Did his 
players want to go to El Paso to play? 

One of his team captains made a speech 
encouraging his teammates to accept the 


> like crack for college football fans. 


offer, and the other argued passionately for 
turning it down, that it was more important 
to enjoy their holiday vacations rather than 
practicing and traveling to some game way 
down in Texas. 

To the coach’s horror, the players did just 
that, voting to turn it down, a move that sup- 
posedly led to pushing and shoving matches 
in the locker room. 

The school’s alums were outraged. The 
next year when the Keydets again earned 
a bowl bid, McKenna didn’t even approach 
his team. He turned it down outright. 

It’s quite possible that the Keydets of- 
fended the football gods and were subse- 
quently cursed by their vote. They haven’t 
had a winning season since 1981 and fell out 
of Division I competition years ago. 

In the players’ defense, they were simply 
worn down by VMI’s strict military system 
that had them marching to class six days a 
week (even marching to church on Sunday). 
carrying heavy class loads and a relentless 
schedule of military drills, not to mention 
McKenna’s grinding practices. 

So they voted themselves a vacation. 


TIDE 

One thing’s for certain. The VMI mind- 
set has no hope of taking root down in SEC 
country where the University of Alabama 
Crimson Tide often rules the roost. 

Over the years Alabama has been to 


more bow] games—60—than any other 
college in the history of the sport. They’ ve 
even won 34 of ‘em. With those bow! wins 
have come a healthy harvest of national 
championships. For years, Paul “Bear” 
Bryant was the resident deity of Alabama 
football. But since Nick Saban arrived on 
campus in 2007 and subsequently won 
three national championships, Alabama 
fans don’t think about the Bear nearly so 
much as they used to. 

Observers across the country were left 
head-scratching in October 2014 when fans 
learned that Alabama boosters were pay- 
ing off the remaining $3.1 million debt on 
Saban’s house. It’s not that Saban couldn’t 
pay it off himself with a contract that pays 
him slightly over $7 million a year to coach 
the Tide. 

But the school didn’t dare want to risk 
losing their magician. 

It’s not just that Alabama football gener- 
ates millions in profit each year, even though 
most colleges across the country lose mil- 
lions on their football programs. Since Saban 
started winning national championships. the 
university itself has earned hundreds of mil- 
lions in additional revenue from the higher 
tuition paid by the thousands of out-of-state 
students eager to go to a university with 
a dominant football team. 

Football’s not just ingrained in the culture. 
Football is financing the culture. 


With a sell-out crowd of 100,000 in the stands, players from the Universities of Michigan and California take the field for warm up practice before the 
37th Rose Bowl game at Pasadena, Ca., Jan. 1, 1951. Michigan scored twice in the last few minutes for a 14 to 6 victory. 


Which helps explain why we’re down 
to the final fantasy. For years, fans have 
clamored for a playoff in college football like 
there is in college basketball with the NCAA 
tournament. 

Now, for the first time ever, college 
football is holding a four-team playoff to 
determine a national champion. 

Somehow you get the sense that with all 
the money involved in college athletics, 
we're about to soar off into a new world. 

Football could never do 68 teams, much 
less a Sweet 16, as basketball does. 

Or could it? 

There are now 39 college football bowl 
games. The sport has come to resemble 
T-ball in that just about everybody gets 
a trophy. 

Who knows? Maybe it’s only a matter of 
time before we have the New Year Nuthouse 
to rival March Madness, a truly expanded 
football tournament. 

Isn’t that always how the free market runs 
amok? 

You can bet that somewhere conference 
commissioners and college presidents are 
looking at a business plan for it. 


Photo by AP Photos 


So the question of the moment is, how did 
we get here? 

After all, college football has always been 
a rough-and-tumble game, outright danger- 
ous actually. 

Still, from the earliest days it was run by 
student athletic associations. There were 
almost no professional coaches. The teams 
looked like rugby clubs. The players had no 
helmets, so they grew their hair long to pad 
their skulls. That’s why they were called 
longhairs. 

One of the big early conferences was the 
Southern Conference. VMI played it. So 
did most of the Atlantic Coast Conference 
schools. And a huge number of Southeastern 
Conference schools — Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Alabama, etc. 

The first trouble perhaps started with the 
hiring of professional coaches. That meant 
adults were making money off of a student 
game. 

Things took a serious turn in the 1930s 
when many of the big Southern schools 
wanted to go big time like Notre Dame 
and some of the Big Ten schools. They 


wanted to broadcast games and raise money 
from alumni. But the Southern Conference 
strictly forbid those things. So a group of 
schools that included Alabama, Georgia and 
Kentucky broke off and formed what would 
become the Southeastern Conference. The 
new alliance allowed fundraising and broad- 
casting. Like that, the race was on. 

Mostly the growth of college football 
would be about the marrying of a desire to 
name a national champion with a desire to 
host bowl games. For the longest time, the 
two concepts had an odd relationship. 


The granddaddy of bow! games is the Rose. 

The Tournament of Roses actually began 
in 1890, but there was no football. Pasa- 
dena’s Valley Hunt Club had hatched the 
idea of the Tournament of Roses to make 
folks buried in snow back East aware of 
Southern California’s charms. There was 
a host of sporting events over the first 
dozen years — races, jousting tournaments, 
tug-of-war contests. Nobody paid much at- 
tention until the Tournament committee set 
up a football game in 1902. Coach Fielding 


“About the only thing I’d rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 
enjoying the great outdoors 
/ with my friends and family. 
Plus the challenge posed by 
the superior senses of your game. 
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Yost’s University of Michigan team had run 
up an 11-0 record that season while outscor- 
ing opponents, 501-0. The Tournament of 
Roses organizers figured the Wolverines 
would be a good matchup for Stanford. New 
Year’s Day 1902 was hot and dusty. The 
traffic headed toward the Rose Bow! field at 
Throop Polytechnic Institute (now Caltech) 
was a mix of wagons and coughing automo- 
biles festooned with blue and gold pennants 
(the official colors of the Tournament). 
Stanford backers took umbrage that the 
official colors were so close to Michigan’s. 
Sadly, the park had only one gate, which 
created first a massive traffic jam, then 

a depressingly long line into the stadium, 
and finally an angry, frustrated mob of a 
crowd. Once inside, the throng watched the 
Wolverines roll, 49-0, bringing their record 
to 12-0 and their tally against opponents 

to 550-0 on the season. Stanford’s lineup 
included guard W.K. Roosevelt, a cousin 

of President Teddy Roosevelt. W.K. broke 
his leg in the game, perhaps contributing to 


his cousin’s notion that college football was 
much too violent. 

It wasn’t until 1916 that the Tournament 
of Roses began sponsoring an annual contest 
called the East-West Football Game. 

By 1923, officials in Pasadena had built 
the Rose Bowl itself, thus the shape of the 
stadium would lead to the name of such post- 
season events as “bowl” games. 

New Year’s became the key timing 
because travel was easier, cheaper, and the 
games were enticing to fans, if played in 
warm locations. 

The Rose was the only bowl until the 
1930s. The Sugar, Orange and Sun bowls 
came to life in 1935, the Cotton Bowl Classic 
in 1937. 

By 1940, these five were the only bowls 
in operation. By 1950, the number had 
increased to eight. By 1970, the number had 
grown to 11 games. By 1980, it was 15, then 
to 19 games in 1990, and 25 games in 2000 
and 35 in 2010, as the sport kept adding 
games to keep alumni bases happy. 


The concept of a national championship 
first took root in the late 19th century, and 
the first documented national football poll 
appeared about 1901. 

For decades a variety of top coaches and 
experts had named various All-America and 
championship teams. With the Ivy League 
schools dominating the sport until the turn of 
the 20th century, those teams, their players 
and coaches, all dominated the top categories. 

It wasn’t until Yost’s Michigan team of 
1902 that other schools began to break the 
hold that the Ivy League had on selecting its 
teams and coaches as the best. Over the first 
decades of the 20th century, it was mostly 
Big Ten teams that came to rival the Ivy 
League. 

By the 1920s, the idea of a national cham- 
pion had gained momentum, and a variety of 
polls had sprung up to make their selections. 
Out of this came the idea of mathematicians 
getting involved in comparing teams. 

A math system was used to declare undefeat- 


Notre Dame's famous backfield, “The Four Horsemen,” from left, Don Miller, Elmer Layden, Jim Crowley and Harry Stuhldreherare. 
Notre Dame, led by the famed Four Horsemen, finished 10-0 in 1925. 


Photo by AP Photos 


ed Stanford the national champion of 1926. 
This declaration was made before Stanford 
tied Alabama in the Rose Bow! that season. 


Knute Rockne, then coach of Notre Dame, 


encouraged mathematicians to study previ- 
ous seasons which allowed him to declare 
Notre Dame as the 1924 national champion. 


The Associated Press had declared in 1935 


that Minnesota, Princeton and SMU were 
tri-champions. The next year the AP began 
its poll based on polling sportswriters to 
select a national champion. United Press 
International, the AP’s top competition as a 
wire service, began a poll in 1950 based on 
polling coaches to select a national cham- 
pion. 

AP and UPI agreed on the national cham- 


pion for three years, but had their first split in 


1954 when the writers picked Ohio State and 
the coaches chose UCLA. 

There would also be disagreement in the 
two polls in 1957, 1965, 1970, 1973, 1974, 
1978, 1990, 1991, 1997 and 2003. The 
Coaches’ Poll was acquired by USA Today 
and CNN in 1991, then was run by ESPN 
from 1997 to 2005 when USA Today 
assumed ownership of it. 

Some math systems waited until after the 
bowls were played to name a national cham- 
pion, but the wire services both named their 
winners after the completion of the regular 
system. 


It was far from perfect. Finally, in 1965 the 


AP polled writers after the bowl games. Its 
choice was Alabama, while UPI had selected 
Michigan State after the regular season. In 
1974, the coaches decided to move their vote 
to after the bowls, in the wake of awarding 
their 1973 championship to Alabama, who 
lost to the AP champion, undefeated Notre 
Dame, in the Sugar Bowl. 

Those two polls, the AP and the Coaches 
Poll, remain the top polls in the game. 

From 1995 to 1997, the Bowl Alliance 
attempted to bring order to the selection 
of the national champion. Out of that was 


born The Bow! Championship Series, which 


brought an array of changing formulas and 
configurations, to match the best two teams 
in the nation in a national championship 
bowl game which rotated yearly between 
the Sugar, Fiesta, Rose and Orange from 
1998 to 2005. 

That effort was succeeded by the BCS 
National Championship Game from 2006 to 
2013. The winner of the BCS Championship 
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Game was awarded the national championship 


of the Coaches’ Poll, thus winning the AFCA 
National Championship Trophy. The BCS 
winner also received the MacArthur Trophy 
from the National Football Foundation 

It was all a breeding ground for controver- 
sy, the biggest of which came after the 2003 
season, when the BCS Championship Game 
did not include eventual AP champion USC. 

The final straw for a college playoff came 
in 2011, when LSU and Alabama played in a 


rematch game for the national championship. 


Now we come to The College Football 


Playoff, which will seed four teams in 
a single elimination tournament based on 
the choices of a “selection committee.” 
It’s one small step for humanity, and 
a giant step for lots of cash. 
Good thing they didn’t ask VMI to vote 
on it. 


Roland Lazenby is the author of Michael 
Jordan, The Life, a biography recently pub- 
lished by Little, Brown and Co. and tabbed 
as a New York Times Book Review Editor's 
Choice. 
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James’ Influence Helped Shape The Bama Head Man 


BY MATT LOWE | Photos Courtesy of Kent State University 


hen it comes to sports, it’s impos- 
sible to see the drive inside an 
athlete or a coach. 

Sheer off-the-charts, God-given talent is 
easy to spot (guys like Bo Jackson, Herschel 
Walker, Dan Marino, etc.), especially on the 
football field, baseball diamond or basketball 
court. But an individual athlete who doesn’t 
blow a scout/talent evaluator (whether col- 
lege level or pro) away with his/her physical 


skills just may turn out to be a diamond in 
the rough due to self-discipline, hard work 
and a burning desire to succeed. 

Alabama coach Nick Saban didn’t fit the 
mold of your typical high school superstar. 
But he was good enough to earn a scholar- 
ship to Kent State as a football player. And 
it was at KSU that Saban eventually got into 
coaching. And as they say, the rest is history. 
No, wait ... legendary. 


Saban attended Kent State University on a 
football scholarship as a defensive back from 
1970-72. He was also a member of the base- 
ball team. And despite missing most of his 
senior year due to an injury, Saban — known 
as a “sure tackler” in his senior yearbook — 
and the Golden Flashes made their first-ever 
bowl game (’72 Tangerine Bowl) and won 


the school’s only Mid-American Conference 
title. 


Ironically, Saban and one of his ex- Both Saban and Pinkel still cite lessons what he did do was display great character in 


teammates, Gary Pinkel, a highly successful and practices adopted decades ago from how he competed. Saban currently builds his 
coach at Missouri, met in Atlanta with the James, who passed away in October, 2013. teams with talented players that want to com- 
SEC championship on the line — a game the “He was an organizational genius,” Pinkel pete, just like he did when he was a player. 
Crimson Tide won. Pinkel and Saban, who said. “The detail of organizing every little “It starts with how we recruit players, 
remain good friends to this day, were on that _ tiny aspect of your football program, hav- how we evaluate players, character and at- 
Don James-coached championship team at ing a plan in place for everything, evaluate _titude, how those things sort of play into it, 
Kent State. everything you do after you do it. ’ve been how you sort of try to find out those things 
James, who starred at quarterback for a head coach for 24 years now. We have an _— about players so you get the kind of guys 
Miami and earned the rank of lieutenant in infrastructure in place. that are a good fit for your program,” Saban 
the United States Army, went 178-76-3 as “I would say that in itself is probably as said. 
a head coach and won the national title at important as anything I’ve learned from “That was a big thing that Don always 
Washington in 1991. He earned National him.” emphasized. He was really, really well orga- 
Coach of the Year honors in 1977, 1984 As a player, Saban, despite his short stat- nized. That’s something that we’ ve always 
and 1991 and was inducted in the College ure (5-7, 185 pounds), gained a reputation as _ tried to be and do.” 
Football Hall of Fame in 1997. a hard worker and a hitter. He didn’t have the Organization. Evaluating talent. The will 
Like their former coach, Saban and athletic skill to dominate. He didn’t wow the to win. The will to compete. It was James’ 
Pinkel have found great success in the opposition with his mind-blowing speed. But way. And Saban knows it all too well. 


coaching field. Pinkel’s teams are always 
in the hunt for a conference title and rarely 
have a losing season (one in the last 10 e 

years). Saban, on the other hand, is consid- fllabama Coaching Staff 
ered the best coach in college football — > - > 

the Crimson Tide head man is in hot pursuit : 
of his fourth national title at Alabama and 
fifth overall. But both coaches learned a lot ‘ Associate Head Coach/Running Backs 
about how to run a team from the highly 1 
successful James. 

“Don was one of the best coaches to me : 
of all-time,” Saban said. “He was my coach, | . Bo Davis 
had a great impact on my life. I certainly Defensive Line 
appreciate him more than anyone could oe 
know for the start that he sort of inspired Lane Kiffin 
me to have as a coach. ae t f Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks 

“A lot of his influences really affected our — 


Burton Burns 


Mario Cristobal 
Offensive Line 


Billy Napier 
coaching career.” . A 
“T never really wanted to be a coach,” ; Wide Receivers 
added Saban. “Coach James asked me tobe ; : f- Kirby Smart 
a graduate assistant. My wife had another ’ ; 
year of school, so I decided to do it, even 
though I didn’t want to go to graduate > 
school. ; ’ : Linebackers/Assistant to Head Coach 
“T really liked it. I have thanked coach Lance Thompson 
James many, many times for inspiring me 
into the opportunity to do it.” 
And Crimson Tide fans can thank James A Bobby Williams 
as well. The coaching field wasn’t a sure a Tight Ends/Special Teams Coordinator 
thing back in the ‘70s. Nor was it a big , 
money maker (assistant coaches barely made be 
salaries that reached the $20,000 plateau). f Director of Football Operations 
But the decision to coach at his alma mater . ©, | Scott Cochran 
began the journey that put him where he is 


Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers 
Kevin Steele 


Outside Linebackers 


Joe Pannunzio 


Director of Strength and Conditioning 


head coach (177-58-1), Saban is beginning | Tyler Siskey 
to creep into the conversation as one of the ‘ Director of Player Personnel 
greatest coaches of all-time. 


now at Alabama. After 19 years as a college 


Proved The skeptics Wrong 


And Became The Leader Of The Crimson Tide 


BY BEN COOK | Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


% lake Sims heard the talk all summer 
% long. 
Alabama was going to struggle 
without quarterback AJ McCarron. 

The favorite to take McCarron’s place was 
Florida State transfer Jake Coker. Coker lost 
out in the battle to be FSU’s starting quar- 
terback, but he lost out to eventual Heisman 
Trophy winner Jameis Winston. 

Blake Sims, who had patiently waited for 
one year as a backup running back and the 
last two years as a backup quarterback, was 
destined to spend his senior season on the 
sidelines in a backup role again. 

That was the talk. 

But Sims wasn’t buying into it. He heard 
the talk, but all it did was make him deter- 
mined to prove everybody wrong. Instead of 
accepting his perceived destiny, Sims worked 
and worked harder than he ever had before. 

Before the season, Nick Saban talked 
about what were the important factors in 
determining his new starting quarterback. 

“I think every quarterback has to go 
through sort of a process of development 
because three things that are critical factors 
to me at quarterback are decision making, 
processing information quickly, making 


quick, good decisions,” Saban said. 

Despite all the hype about Coker, Sims 
was quietly showing that he could meet 
the Saban criteria. When Alabama opened 
the season against West Virginia, Sims was 
under center and became the first Alabama 
quarterback to start his first game as a senior 
since John David Phillips in 1998. 

Before the game, Sims got some helpful 
advice from McCarron himself. “He told me 
to keep my composure and take what they 
give me.” 


All the hard work paid off as the Gainesville, 


Ga., native led Alabama to a 33-23 victory by 
hitting 24 of 33 passes for 250 yards. 

“The spring and the summer I wasn’t 
worried about being the starter,” Sims said. 
“I was worried about getting the team to this 
point. When the time came, I was going to 
be ready. I worked hard and I was just happy 
that Coach Saban gave me the opportunity.” 

Sims was establishing himself as the 
starter, but even more importantly he was 
establishing himself as a player who 
Alabama could count on in the clutch — 
and to come through the way McCarron had 
before him. But Sims was just beginning. 

He would throw for 445 yards and four 


touchdowns against Florida; 268 yards and 
three touchdowns against Texas A&M; 286 
yards and two touchdowns against Tennessee; 
209 yards and two more touchdowns against 
LSU; and he capped the regular season with 
312 yards and four touchdowns in the 55-44 
win over Auburn. For the regular season, he 
threw 328 passes and completed 207 for 2,988 
yards and 24 touchdowns against only seven 
interceptions. He also rushed 64 times for 302 
yards and six touchdowns. 

In the Auburn game, Alabama trailed 
26-21 at halftime, but Sims came out and 
led the Crimson Tide on five consecutive 
touchdown drives in the second half of the 
highest-scoring Iron Bowl in history. 

“] didn’t have a very good first half.” 
said Sims after the win over the Tigers. “We 
came in to halftime and the team said, ‘It’s 
okay Blake, keep playing, we are behind you 
100 percent.’ They rallied behind me and the 
receivers got open. The offensive line did 
a great job blocking, I just did what I had to 
do and got the ball to the playmakers and we 
won the game.” 

Sims, the quarterback most people expected 
to be on the sidelines for the year, has instead 


just won football games all season long. 


_' Moves To’ he Top Tide Receiving List 


BY BEN COOK | Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


% ack in the 1960s and °70s the most 

: 4 popular television show in the state 

LJ of Alabama was the Sunday after- 
noon Alabama football review, known as the 
Bear Bryant Show. 

The whole state, along with the Alabama 
players and coaches, watched the replay of 
the previous day’s Alabama game to hear 
what Bryant would say. He had a couple of 
descriptive phrases that he made famous. 

After a particularly good, bone-jarring 
tackle Bryant would almost shout, “That's 
a goodie!” 

If a wide open receiver made a catch, 
Bryant would describe it as, “He looked 
like he was out early for practice.” 

That’s how Amari Cooper must have felt 
this entire 2014 campaign. In fact, he was so 
open most of the season that he must have 
felt like he was the only one out for practice. 

Cooper is a 6-1, 210-pound junior wide 
receiver from Miami who almost never drops 
a pass that he gets his hands on. Defenders 
must feel like Cooper is a wisp of smoke 
covered with butter. If defenders ever do 
manage to get their hands on him, he slips 
away from them with ease. 


Cooper enjoyed a record-setting season 
like no other receiver in Alabama history, 
and Alabama has a history of outstanding 
wide receivers — Don Hutson, Richard Wil- 
liamson, Ray Perkins, Dennis Homan, David 
Palmer, Joey Jones, DJ Hall and Julio Jones 
to name a few. But now one name stands 
above them all and it’s Amari Cooper. 

“Amari is not worthy of anyone compar- 
ing him to anybody else,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban said. “He is Amari Cooper. He 
has his own style. He’s a very competitive 
guy who works really, really hard. Has really 
good speed getting in and out of breaks. 
Works hard in the game to get open. Does 
a good job of executing, has made a lot of 
really big plays for us this year. 

“T think he’s probably one of the best wide 
receivers in the country — I don’t get the op- 
portunity to see them all — but he’s certainly 
been a dynamic player for our team and has 
made a great contribution to our season.” 

That is an understatement. In the Auburn 
game, Cooper was the difference in Alabama’s 
55-44 win. He caught 13 passes for 224 yards 
and three touchdowns. When Blake Sims 
needed to complete a big pass play, he looked 


for the man who was out to practice early. 
But it was not just the Auburn game. Sims 
and Cooper hooked up all season, so much so 
that Cooper ended this season with a fistful of 
career Tide receiving records. 

He had 103 catches for 1,573 yards and 
14 touchdowns during the regular season, 
breaking his own record set as a freshman. 
Cooper now has 207 career receptions for 
3,309 yards and 29 touchdowns through the 
Auburn game and had gone for over 100 
receiving yards in a game 14 times. Cooper 
also set several Iron Bowl records, including 
receiving yards in a game, and is the only 
player to have three 100-yard performances 
in the rivalry. He had 109 yards in 2012 and 
178 last year, giving him 511 for his career, 
breaking the all-time record held by Julio 
Jones (318, 2008-10). 

Cooper is one of the three finalists for the 
Heisman Trophy as the nation’s best player 
and is one of the top wideouts to ever play 
for Alabama. 

“He’s pretty good,” Auburn coach Gus 
Malzahn said. “He’s probably one of the 
better playmakers in college football, and 
he showed that.” 


Blake Sims got — 
the starting nod at 
quarterback and 
responded with 
a record-setting 

| performance as 
Alabama downed 
West Virginia. Sims 
completed 24 of 33 
passes for 250 yards. 
T.J. Yeldon rushed 

| for 126 yards and 
two touchdowns and 
Derrick Henry added 
118 yards and a score. 
Amari Cooper had 
12 receptions for 130 
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September 6, 2014 


® | Alabama's defense 


If postedia shutoutand i 
had, three'Sacks as rd 
the Crimson Tide beat ‘ 

> Florida Atlantic. Blake : 

Sims and Jake Coker 

each threw for more 

than 200 yards and 

Amari Cooper had 13 

catches for 189 yards 

and a touchdown. Sims 

had 228 yards and two 

touchdown passes, and 

Coker threw for 202 

yards and a score. 
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September 13, 2014 


Amari Cooper tied a 
school record with his 

| fifth consecutive 100- 
yard receiving game, 
with eight catches 
for 135 yards and 
a touchdown in the win 

} over Southern Miss. 
Quarterback Blake Sims 
completed 12 of 17 

§ passes for 168 yards 

| and two touchdowns, 
in addition to rushing 
for 46 yards and a 
score. Alabama had 
547 yards of total 
offense. 


= Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


September 20, 2014 


Alabama 42 
Florida 21 


Blake Sims threw for 
_445 yards and four 
touchdowns, including 
10 passes for 201 yards 
two touchdowns 
Amari Cooper in 
win over Florida. 
Sims completed 23 of 
33 passes as Alabama 
improved to 4-0 and 
1-0 in the SEC. Derrick 
Henry led the rushing 
attack with 111 yards 
and a TD. Thedefense 
held Florida to 200 total 
yards. 


Photo by Jason Getz-USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 5 


October 4, 2014 


Ole Miss scored 13 
points in the final period 
to hand Alabama its 
only loss of the season 
(4-1, 1-1 SEC). TJ. 
Yeldon rushed for 123 
yards on 20 carries. 
Cyrus Jones led the 
defense with three 
tackles, one tackle for 
loss, a forced fumble 
and a fumblerecovery 
that he returned for 

a touchdown. 


Photo by Christopher Hanewinckel 
USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 6 
October 11, 2014 


Alabama 14 
Arkansas 


Defensive end Jonathan 
Allen blocked an extra 
point in the second 
quarter that proved 
to be the difference 
as Alabama (5-1, 2-1) 
beat Arkansas. Blake 
Sims threw touchdown 
passes to T.J. Yeldon 
and DeAndrew White. 
Reggie Ragland led the 
defense with 12 tackles 
and Landon Collins had 

~ eight tackles and an 

_, interception. 


Photo by Beth Hall-USA TODAY Sports | 
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GAME 7 


October 18, 2014 


Alabama 
Texas A&M 


Alabama (6-1, 3-1) 

held the high-scoring 
Aggies to 172 yards 

in total offense and 
only 31 yards on the 
ground. The Crimson 
Tide countered with 602 
total yards, including 

a 35-point second" 


three touchdowns. 
Yeldon led Alabama with | 
114 rushing yards and 
two touchdowns. 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 
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October 25, 2014 


catches for a schoo 
record 224 yards, 
including touchd 


a game that i 
close as the al s 


had nine fackles. 


Photo by Jim Brown-USA TODAY Sports 


November 8, 2014 


Blake Sims led a late 
Brive for a game-tying 

field goal by Adam 

Griffith with three 


Ye yy \ds remaining. 5 


: 
f 
Pe ms 


_ that sent the game into 
ka ater Sins finished 
‘ed. ii pace (8-1, 
5-1) win with a 6-yard 
touchdown pass to i 
DeAndréW White. Amari | 
Cooper caught eight 
passes for 83 yards 
to become Alabama’s > 
career leader for &™§ 
receiving yards. ; 


Photo by Derick E. Hingle 
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GAME 10 == 


November 15, 2014 


¥ a 
Mississippi State came a i 
in rankedNo. 1 inthe gf 
nation, but Alabama led ¢ di 
the entire game. 
Blake Sims finished 
19-for-31 passing 
f for 211 yards anda 
touchdown, while T. 
J. Yeldon and Derrick 
Henry each scored 
a touchdown. Amari 
Cooper caughteight 
passes/for 88 yards and 
a touchdown, giving hi 
3.089. , iv 


GAME 11 


November 22, 2014 


way for Alabam the 
new No. 4 team in the 
nation, when he rushed 
for two touchdowns 
and caught a pass 

for another. Henry led 


(10-1) i in rushing | with 

» 92 yards on 12 carries. 
Alabama’ s defense had 
two quarterback sacks, 
five tackles for loss 
and three quarterback 
hurries. 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USATODAY Sports 


GAME 12 


November 29, 2014 


Alabama 55 
Auburn 


Alabama (11-1, 7-1) 
trailed by 12 points in 

» the second half, but 

Blake Sims directed five 
consecutive touchdown 
drives. Amari Cooper 
caught 13 passes for 
224 yards and three 
touchdowns. T. J. Yeldon 
rushed for 127 yards 

~ and two touchdowns 

» as the Crimson Tide 

finished the regular 

season ranked No. 1 

in the nation. 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 
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December 6, 2014 / 42-13 / Georgia Dome / 73,526 


labama emphatically erased any 
fears by SEC fans that an upset 
loss to Missouri on Saturday 
might deprive the powerful conference 
a spot in the inaugural College Football 
Playoffs. 

Blake Sims threw two touchdown passes 
and top-ranked Alabama defeated No. 14 
Missouri, 42-13, in the SEC Championship 
Game to assure itself as the top seed in the 
final CFP rankings. 

Sims, a senior in his first year as the 
starting quarterback, completed 23 of 27 
passes for 232 yards before a sellout crowd 
of 73,526 at the Georgia Dome, which was 
dominated by Crimson Tide supporters. 

Sims connected with Heisman Trophy 
candidate Amari Cooper 12 times, a record 
for the title game, and threw a 58-yard 
touchdown strike to DeAndrew White in 
a nearly flawless performance. 

Running backs Derrick Henry and TJ. 
Yeldon each added two touchdown runs for 
Alabama (12-1), with Henry finishing with 
141 yards on 20 carries as the Crimson Tide 
won the SEC Championship Game for the 
third time in six years. 

SEC West champion Alabama, which has 
three national titles in the last five years, 
had won seven straight games since a 23-17 
loss at Mississippi on Oct. 4, but needed 
a victory against Missouri (10-3) to assure 
itself of a playoff berth. 

It was the second consecutive decisive 
loss in the title game for SEC East win- 


ner Missouri, which was a two-touchdown 


underdog to Alabama. 


HEY OFFENSIVE BLAVER 


Alabama senior quarterback Blake 
Sims was the game’s Most Valuable 
Player after hitting 23 of 27 passes for 
262 yards and two touchdowns. After 
Missouri cut the score to 21-13, Sims 
led the Tide on touchdown drives of 64, 
90 and 62 yards to nail down Alabama’s 
24th SEC championship. 


HEY DEFENSIVE PLAYERS 


The Alabama defensive front was the 
key to stopping Missouri. The Tide held 
Missouri to 41 yards rushing on 23 car- 
ries, an average of 1.8 yards per carry. 
The Tigers came in averaging 127 yards 
rushing, but the Alabama defensive front 
consistently got a strong push into the 
Missouri backfield. 


DEFINING MOMENT 


Missouri kicked a field goal to cut 
Alabama’s lead to 21-13 with 4:37 left 
in the third quarter. But Alabama took 
control with a 64-yard, 10-play drive that 
ended with a six-yard touchdown pass 
from Blake Sims to Christion Jones to 
make it 28-13. The drive took the air out 
of Missouri. 


Auburn accumulated 677 yards in beating 


Missouri, 59-42, last year. 


Down by 18 points at halftime, Missouri 
closed to within 21-13 in the third quarter 


when quarterback Maty Mauk set up 


a l-yard touchdown pass to wide receiver 
Bud Sasser and a 33-yard field goal by 
Andrew Baggett with completions of 63 and 
47 yards to wide receiver Jimmie Hunt. 

Sims threw a 6-yard touchdown pass to 
wide receiver Christion Jones on the first play 
of the fourth quarter to cap a 64-yard drive 
that put the Crimson Tide up by 15 points. 

Then, Henry capped a 90-yard drive with 
a 26-yard touchdown run midway in the 
final quarter to put the game out of reach. 
His score from a yard out after a Missouri 
fumble near midfield capped the scoring 
with under four minutes left. 

Missouri had only four first downs in the 
first half while falling behind, 21-3, and lost 
defensive end Shane Ray, who led the SEC 
with 13.5 sacks, on a targeting call early in 
the second quarter. 

Ray was ejected for hitting Sims in the 
head after the quarterback threw the long 
pass to White that gave Alabama a 14-0 lead. 

The Crimson Tide went 68 yards in 10 
plays on the first possession of the game, 
with Yeldon scoring from a yard out. Then, 
Yeldon capped a 14-play, 75-yard march 
with a 2-yard score late in the second quarter. 

Missouri was out-gained, 252-108, in the 
first half, the Tigers’ points coming on a 
33-yard field goal by Baggett. 

Missouri won its last three games to hold 
off Georgia, a team it had lost to, 34-0, 
at home on Oct. 11, to win the SEC East 
championship and qualify for the title game. 

The Tigers, though, didn’t beat a SEC 
team with a winning record in the confer- 


ence while going 7-1. 
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Fitst Quarter 


FIRST DOWNS 28 10 

11:24 UA - T.J. Yeldon 1 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 10-68 3:36, UA7-UM0 — RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 49-242 23-41 
PASSING YDS (NET) 262 272 

Second Quarter Passes Att-Comp-Int 27-23-0 34-16-0 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 76-504 57-313 

11:48 UA - DeAndrew White 58 yd pass from Blake Sims Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
(Adam Griffith kick), 1-58 0:10, UA 14 - UM0 Punt Returns-Yards 1-1 0-0 
8:30 UM - Andrew Baggett 33 yd field goal, 9-58 3:12, UA 14 - UM3 Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-85 4-89 
2:47 UA - TJ. Yeldon 2 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 14-75 5:43, UA21-UM3 _ Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 3-43.3 7-43.4 

Thitd Quarter Fumbles-Lost 3-0 3:4 
Penalties-Yards 2-10 6-60 

11:00 UM - Bud Sasser, 1 yd pass from Maty Mauk (Andrew Baggett kick), Possession Time 36:43 93:17 
10-75 4:00, UA 21 - UM 10 Third-Down Conversions 9 of 13 6 of 16 
4:37 UM - Andrew Baggett 33 yd field goal, 9-65 3:25, UA 21 - UM 13 Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of O 1of1 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 4-4 3-3 


Fourth Quartor Sacks By: Number-Yards 0-0 2-12 


14:55 UA - Christion Jones 6 yd pass from Blake Sims (Adam Griffith kick), 
10-64 4:34, UA 28 - UM 13 


7:38 UA - Derrick Henry 26 yd run (Adam Griffith kick), 8-90 4:37, TT a ae 


UA 35 - UM 13 
3:38 UA - Derrick Henry tyd run (Adam Griffith kick), 5-62 2:46, Alabama No. Gain Loss Net 1D [lg Avg. 
UA 42 -UM 13 Derrick Henry 20 148 7 141 2 45 71 
T.J. Yeldon 14 e482 I 47 2ui2 3.4 
Tyren Jones 3 26 «600 26 0 14 8.7 
Blake Sims 9 43 24 19 Onmaliy, 2.1 
Amari Cooper 1 9 0 9 0 9 9.0 
Jalston Fowler 1 y(t) 2 OMe 2.0 
Missouri No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg. 
Rus Hansbrough 13 26. 5 21 0 6 1.6 
Marcus Murphy 7 Hii oll 20 1B 2.9 
Ish Witter 1 eR, 1 QO - 4 1.0 
Maty Mauk 2 (oy | -1 0 0 -0.5 
ae ee ee ee 
Alabama Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Blake Sims 23-27-0 2622 58 2 
Missouri Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Maty Mauk 16-34-0 2721 63 0 
Alabama No. Yds TD Lg 
Amari Cooper 12 83 0 17 
DeAndrew White 4 101 1 58 
Christion Jones 3 40 1 17 
0.J. Howard 2 20 0 17 
Jalston Fowler 1 13 0 13 
Brian Vogler 1 5 0 5 
Missouri No. Yds TD Lg 
Jimmie Hunt 6 169 0 63 
Bud Sasser 5 31 1 16 
: _— Darius White 3 56 0 26 
6 a ee Marcus Murphy 1 11 0 11 
= Sean Culkin 1 5 0 5 
Derick Henry 
Photo by John David Mercer-USA TODAY Sports X10, 
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NO NAME 


93 Jonathan Allen DL 6-3 272 

7 Ryan Anderson LB 6-2 258 So. Daphne 
28 Anthony Averett DB 6-0 180 Fr. Woodbury, Nu 
94 Dakota Ball DL 6-2 280 So, Lindale, GA 
87 Parker Barrineau WR 6-0 184 Jr. Northport 
18 Cooper Bateman QB 6-3 215 Fr. Murray, UT 
31 Jerrod Bierbower OB 6-1 198 Sr. Dublin, OH 
1 Ghris Black WR §-11 186 So, Jacksonville, FL 
75 Bradley Bozeman OL 6-5 325 Fr, Roanoke 
72 Leon Brown OL 6-6 320 Sr. Riverdale, MD 
2 — Tony Brown OB 6-0 198 Fr. Beaumont, TX 
43 Gussie Busch LB 6-0 210 Fr. St. Louis, MO 
67 Josh Casher OL 6-1 295 Fr. Mobile 
1 Ronnie Clark OB 6-3 215 Fr. Calera 
14 Jake Coker QB 6-5 230 Jr. Mobile 
26 Landon Collins 0B 6-0 222 Jr. New Orleans, LA 
12 Jonathan Cook 08 6-0 190 Fr, Daphne 
9 Amari Cooper WA 6-1 210 Jr. Miami, FL 
12 David Comwell OB 6-5 234 Fr. Norman, OK 
39 Paden Crowder LB 6-4 235 Jr. Vestavia Hills 
48 David D'Amico TE 6-0 213 So, Birmingham 
62 Will Davis OL 6-5 316 So, Letohatchee 
33 Trey DePriest LB 6-2 250 Sr. Springfield, OH 
30 Denzel Devall LB 6-2 254 Jr. Bastrop, LA 
§5 Josh Dickerson LB 6-1 228 Sr. Evans, GA 
47 Xzavier Dickson LB 6-3 268 Sr. Griffin, GA 
17_ Kenyan Drake RB 6-1 202 dr. Powder Springs, GA 
36__ Johnny Dwight OL 6-3 300 Fr. Rochelle, GA 
32 Rashaan Evans LB 6-3 225 Fr. Auburn 
85 Malcolm Faciane TE 6-5 265 Jr. Picayune, MS 
80 Raheem Falkins WR 6-4 210 $0. New Orleans, LA 
83 TY Flournoy-Smith TE 6-3 245 dr. Moultrie, GA 
10 Reuben Foster LB 6-1 244 So, Auburn 
8 Robert Foster WR 6-3 191 Fr. Monaca, PA 
45 Jalston Fowler RB 6-1 248 Sr. Mobile 
69 Joshua Frazier OL 6-3 335 Fr. Springdale, AR 
41 Kurt Freitag TE 6-4 255 So. Buford, GA 
37 Daniel Geddes WR 5-6 170 Sr. Northport 
58 Brandon Greene OL 6-5 304 So. Ellenwood, GA 
99 Adam Griffith PK 5-10 188 So. Calhoun, GA 
11 Shaun Dion Hamilton LB 6-0 233 Fr. Montgomery 
9 Da'Shawn Hand OL 6-4 273 Fr. Woodbridge, VA 
58 Alex Harrelson SN 6-0 226 Jr. Vestavia Hills 
86 Truett Harris TE 6-3 210 Jr. Brentwood, TN 
63 J.C, Hassenauer OL 6-3 290 Fr. Woodbury, MN 
27 Derrick Henry RB 6-3 241 So, Yulee, Fl. 
64 Grant Hill OL 6-6 322 So. Huntsville 
96 Stephen Hodge DL 6-1 257 dr. Akron 
42 Keith Holcombe LB 6-3 215 Fr. Tuscaloosa 
37 Zach Houston 0B 6-1 192 Jr. Daphne 
88  0.J. Howard TE 6-6 240 So, Prattville 
29 Marlon Humphrey OB 6-1 186 Fr, Hoover 
99 Brandon Ivory OL 6-4 308 Sr. Memphis, TN 
76 Dominick Jackson OL 6-7 320 Jr. Cupertino, CA 
4 Eddie Jackson 0B 6-0 188 So. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
89 Bernel Jones OL 6-3 253 5r. Montgomery 
22 Christion Jones WR 5-11 187 Sr. Adamsville 
5 Cyrus Jones OB 5-10 194 Jr. Baltimore, MD 


Hometown 


So. Leesburg, VA 


POS HT WT CL Hometown 
6 Laurence Jones DB 6-2 221 Fr. Monroe, LA 
20 Tyren Jones RB 5-9 212 Fr. Marietta, GA 
35 Walker Jones LB 6-2 238 Fr. Germantown, TN 
39 Kyle Kazakevicius WR 6-0 184 Sr. Ocala, FL 
70 Ryan Kelly OL 6-5 296 Jr. West Chester, OH 
81 Derek Kief WR 6-5 200 Fr, Cincinnati, OH 
85 Korren Kirven DL 6-5 297 So. Lynchburg, VA 
77 Arie Kouandjlo OL 6-5 315 Sr. Hyattsville, MD 
95 Darren Lake DL 6-3 323 Jr. York 
98 Adrian Lamothe P 5-9 190 50. Monterrey, Mexico 
25 Dillon Lee LB 6-4 243 Jr. Buford, GA 
40 |saac Leon TE 6-6 215 So. Boynton Beach, FL 
52 Dee Liner DL 6-3 295 So, Muscle Shoals 
51 Jake Long DL 5-10 229 So, Vestavia Hills 
68 Isaac Luatua OL 6-2 315 Jr. La Mirada, CA 
55 Cole Mazza SN 6-1 251 So, Bakersfield, CA 
47 Corey McCarron TE 6-2 245 Jr. Mobile 
34 Christian Miller LB 6-4 215 Fr, Columbia, SC 
60 Brandon Moore OL 6-0 277 Jr. Cincinnati, OH 
11 Alec Morris QB 6-3 230 So. Allen, TX 
16 Jamey Mosley LB 6-5 210 Fr. Mobile 
46 Michael Nysewander TE 6-1 238 Sr. Hoover 
53 Anthony Orr DL 6-4 289 Sr. Madison 
38 Tyler Owens LB 6-0 225 Sr. Columbiana 
61 Austin Peavler OL 6-3 317 So, Wellington, Fl 
25 Buddy Pell RB 6-0 200 Fr. Mountain Brook 
27 Nick Perry DB 6-1 211 Sr. Prattville 
57D. J. Pettway DL 6-2 265 Jr. Pensacola, FL 
71 Ross Plerschbacher OL 6-4 295 Fr, Cedar Falls, lowa 
97 John Pizzitola P 5-11 175 So. Birmingham 
66 Chris Posa OL 6-3 269 So. Commerce, MI 
19 Reggie Ragland LB 6-2 254 dr. Madison 
90 Jarran Reed DL 6-4 315 Jf, Goldsboro, NC 
86 A'Shawn Robinson OL 6-4 320 So, Fort Worth, TX 
74 Cam Robinson OL 6-6 323 Fr. Manroe, LA 
15 JK Scott P 6-4 185 Fr. Denver, CO 
79 Austin Shepherd OL 6-5 320 Sr. Buford, GA 
6 Blake Sims OB 6-0 208 Sr. Gainesville, GA 
7 Cam Sims WR 6-4 208 Fr. Monroe, LA 
24 Geno Smith 0B 6-0 197 Jr. Atlanta, GA 
21 Maurice Smith DB 6-0 195 So. Sugar Land, TX 
91 0.J. Smith OL 6-2 330 Fr. Bossier City, LA 
22 Nate Staskelunas DB 6-3 206 So. Grenville, NC 
13 ArDarius Stewart WR 6-0 193 Fr. Fultondale 
3 Bradley Sylve DB 5-11 180 Jr. Port Sulphur, LA 
50 Alphonse Taylor OL 6-5 325 So. Mobile 
59 MK Taylor SN 5-10 230 Sr. Oxford 
28 Altee Tenpenny RB 6-0 218 So, —_ North Little Rack, AR 
54 Dalvin Tomlinson OL 6-2 290 So. McDonough, GA 
84 Brian Vogler TE 6-7 263 Sr. Columbus, GA 
69 Paul Waldrop OL 6-4 285 Jf. Phenix City 
44 Levi Wallace DB 6-1 172 Fr. Tucson, AZ 
23 — Jabriel Washington DB 5-11 183 Jr. Jackson, TN 
2 DeAndrew White WR 6-0 192 Sr. Houston, TX 
20 — Jarrick Williams DB 6-1 215 Sr. Mobile 
49 Kieran Williams TE 6-4 243 Fr. Lawrenceville, GA 
56 Tim Williams LB 6-3 242 So. Baton Rouge, LA 
4 TJ. Yeldon RB 6-2 221 Jf. Daphne 


FSU’s Coach Is Riding A Winning Wave 
BY BEN COOK | Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports 


KE TOON 


oO 
-@: 


* my, 
LAOS 


lorida State coach Jimbo Fisher 

ee a thing or two about winning. 

As an assistant coach at Samford, 
Auburn, Cincinnati, LSU and Florida State 
he was part of 13 bowl games and two I-AA 
postseason playoffs. His resume, especially 
his time as quarterback coach at Auburn 
and his quarterback coaching and offensive 
coordinator duties at LSU, made him one 
of the hottest up-and-coming head coaching 
candidates in the country. 

In 2007, he joined Bobby Bowden’s staff 
as quarterback coach and offensive coordina- 
tor and one year later the school named him 
“head coach-in-waiting” with a guarantee 
that if he was not named head coach by 2011 
FSU would pay him $5 million. 

The school did not have to wait long to 
make good on its promise. On January 7, 
2010, the 44-year old Fisher was introduced 
as Bowden’s successor. The Seminoles had 
been slipping on the field in Bowden’s final 
years and a change was for the better. When 
he was introduced as head coach Fisher said, 
“My goal is to get the structure, the staff and 
the support resources in place to facilitate a 
winning plan and get players into the struc- 
ture and start effecting change. Now.” 

It didn’t take Fisher long to turn around 
FSU football back to where it had been under 
Bowden in his glory years. Fisher’s first team 
went 10-4 and won the ACC Atlantic Divi- 
sion championship and then posted a 26-17 
win over South Carolina in the Chick-fil-A 
Bowl. 

His next team went 9-4 and finished 
second in the Atlantic Division and posted an 
18-14 win over Notre Dame in the Champs 
Sports Bowl. In 2012, Fisher’s Seminoles 
posted a 12-2 record and tied for first place 
in the division. The low mark of the season 
came on November 24 when Florida beat the 
Seminoles, 37-26. But Fisher and the *Noles 
finished strong by beating Georgia Tech in 
the ACC Championship Game as Jimbo won 
his third consecutive league title. 

That loss to Florida stands out as the last 
time Fisher and the Seminoles lost a football 
game. Since then, the Seminoles have 
won 29 straight games, three straight ACC 
championships, one national championship 
and are poised to play for a second consecu- 
tive national title in the first College Football 
Playoff. 

Fisher said posting back-to-back undefeat- 
ed seasons is hard to do in today’s game. 


“Extremely. I think it’s extremely tougher, 
much tougher,” Fisher said. “I really do 
because of how much people work on it in 
the offseason, and how much people shoot 
for you and lay their ears back. But it’s all 
part of growing as an organization. You have 
to learn to be able to do that, but there is no 
doubt it’s tougher.” 

It was tougher all season for the 
Seminoles. They got their opponent’s 
best shot just about every time out. Time 
and time again FSU fell behind, often by 
double-figures, and they came from behind 
to win. 

“I think we did a good job of showing this 
is a very deep league and very good league,” 
said Fisher. “(I’m) very proud of our team to 
be able to go through the regular season, the 
only team in the country that went through 
the regular season undefeated. 

“I think it’s the focus of understanding 
and getting kids to understand how much 
people are coming at them. You know what 
I’m saying? You're going to get every- 
body’s A-game. When success at times will 
breed complacency, and that’s what I think 
we've done a really good job of as a team, 
our assistant coaches, our administration, 
everybody, and our players of not being 
complacent and still learning to battle, and 
fight and scratch and claw and do all those 
things.” 

Florida State’s wins were often lacking 
in that nebulous factor of style points. The 
Seminoles beat Oklahoma State by six 
points; they downed Clemson by six in 
overtime; they edged Notre Dame by four; 
they had to rally to beat Miami by four 
points; they stopped Boston College by 
three points and they downed Florida by 
five points. 

Those close calls were the main 
reason that Florida State slipped in the 
College Football Playoff ranking. While 
the Seminoles might have not rolled up 
style points, you can’t ignore the fact that 
they still won the games and that is good 
enough for Fisher. 

“We're undefeated. We're undefeated. We 
finish every game,” he said. “Everybody else 
in the country has not finished at least one 
game. We’ ve finished every one of them. 
Isn’t that the object? Isn’t that the object? 

“Our kids have done a really good job, 
especially for an extremely young football 
team. We have an experienced offensive 


line and tight end. Other than that, there’s 
a bunch of babies in that locker room from 
an age standpoint in guys. I think that was 
a very good lesson for them to learn and be 
successful, and they did a really good job 
with it.” 

With his overall record of 58-10, Fisher 
became the 10th major college coach to win 
50 games in his first five seasons. His .853 
winning percentage is the best in ACC his- 
tory and is the second-highest in the nation 
among active FBS coaches with at least two 
years experience. 


FSU Coaching Staff 


Charles Kelly 
Defensive Coordinator/DBs 
Sal Sunseri 
Head Coach of Defense/DEs 
Lawrence Dawsey 
Co-Offensive Coordinator/WRs 
Randy Sanders 
Co-Offensive Coordinator /QB Coach 
Odell Haggins 
Asso. Head Coach/Defensive Tackles 
Tim Brewster 
Recruiting Coordinator/Tight Ends 
Rick Trickett 
Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line 
Jay Graham 
Special Teams Coordinator/RBs 
Bill Miller 
Linebackers 
Vic Viloria 
Head Strength & Conditioning Coach 
Jake Pfeil 
Senior Associate Dir. of Sports Medicine 
Mark Robinson 
Director of Football Operations 
Bob LaCivita 
Director of Player Personnel 
Justin Bright 
Defensive Graduate Assistant 
Addison Lynch 
Defensive Graduate Assistant 
Chris Revell 
Offensive Graduate Assistant 
David Spurlock 
Offensive Graduate Assistant 
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All He Does Is Win 


BY MATT LOWE | Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports 


hen Jameis Winston is under 
\ / center for the defending national 
champion Seminoles, it’s easy to 
see why he has had the success he’s had. 

His offensive skill is off-the-charts and his 
poise in the pocket, along with his ability to de- 
liver in clutch situations — whether finding the 
open man or using his legs to pick up a critical 
first down — are just a few reasons why he’ll 
go down as one of the all-time FSU greats. 

Like many young adults in their college 
years, Winston has had his not-so-great 
moments. His off-the-field antics have made 
headlines in the national news on more than 
one occasion, and his brash run-ins with the 
media have made the ‘Noles star out to be 
an arrogant, self-absorbed villain to fans and 
followers of college football. 

But regardless of what you may think of 
Winston, it’s hard to ignore his impressive 
accomplishments on the field during his 
two-year run as FSU’ starting quarterback. 

During his record-setting freshman cam- 
paign, the Hueytown High School product 


(Bessemer, Ala.) spearheaded the Seminoles 
run to the national championship and won the 
Heisman Trophy. He was named the Walter 
Camp Player of the Year, given annually to 
the nation’s most outstanding player, and 
became the first freshman to be named the 
ACC Player of the Year in the 61-year history 
of the conference. 

In 11 games during the 2014 regular 
season, the sophomore quarterback 
completed 255 of 392 passes for 3,520 yards 
and 21 touchdowns — with17 interceptions 
— in leading the Seminoles to their first-ever 
back-to-back undefeated seasons in school 
history. Along the way, Winston, who had a 
knack for struggling in the first half of games 
in ‘14, sparked the ‘Noles to big comeback 
wins at NC State, at No. 25 Louisville, 
against No. 5 Notre Dame at home and 
at Miami. He also orchestrated the game- 
winning drive against Boston College with 
less than five minutes to play, which led to 
a 20-17 FSU victory. 


“The majority of the games we’ve played 


this year have been like this game,” Winston 
said after the win over BC. “So this isn’t 
anything new. We have confidence. So, 

I told them get ready to score.” 

The win over the Irish was especially 
sweet for Winston and the ’Noles. After trail- 
ing Notre Dame 17-10 at halftime, Winston 
completed his first 13 passes in the second 
half and fired three touchdown passes to lead 
FSU to a thrilling — albeit controversial — 
31-27 victory. 

“He has a drive to win,” FSU head coach 
Jimbo Fisher said about his star signal-caller. 
“He has a drive for greatness.” 

In the win over Brian Kelly’s bunch, 
Winston surpassed former Alabama quarter- 
back Greg McElroy for the most wins by an 
FBS quarterback (20) to begin a career since 
2000. The individual record, which is now 
26 games, along with Florida State’s current 
winning streak (29 games), remain intact en- 
tering the first-ever College Football Playoff 
following the Seminoles win over Georgia 
Tech in the ACC Championship Game. 
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FSU’s Do-It-All Defender 


BY MATT LOWE | Photo by Steve Mitchell-USA TODAY Sports 


uring FSU’s dominating run to the 
D:= title in 2013, Jalen Ramsey 

did something that no other FSU 
secondary performer had done since Deion 
Sanders patrolled the defensive backfield in 
Tallahassee: start as a true freshman. 

Despite being a rookie on a team full of 
proven stars, Ramsey played a key role in 
the Seminoles leading the nation in pass 
defense and scoring defense a year ago in 
FSU’s return to the top of the college football 
mountain. 

But after losing defensive stars like tackle 
Timmy Jernigan, linebacker Telvin Smith, 
corner Lamarcus Joyner and safety Terrence 
Brooks, along with defensive coordinator 
Jeremy Pruitt, off the nation’s top 
defensive unit a year ago, it was 
critical for Florida State to have 
some new stars emerge if the 
‘Noles wanted to compete 
for a second-consecutive 
national championship. 

Enter Ramsey, a rangy 
(6-1, 204 pounds), 
ferocious hitter with 
sprinters speed. 

After a fresh- 
man campaign 
that saw him start 
11 games at free 
safety and three at 
cornerback, Ramsey 
had a monster sophomore season playing 
a variety of positions for defensive coordi- 
nator Charles Kelly, including the “Star” 
position in the team’s nickel package 
(five defensive backs). Ramsey said 
watching his predecessor, All-American 
Joyner, and his work habits helped prepare 
him for an expanded role in FSU’s de- 
fense in 2014. 

“He’s very competitive, which is what 
you want in a player that you coach,” said 
Kelly, the ’Noles first-year coordinator 


and defensive backs coach. “Football is 
important to him. He shows that in how he 
works out in the offseason and how he takes 
care of his body. 


“He influences a lot of people. He’s a leader.” 
At the conclusion of the regular season, 
Ramsey ranked fourth on the team in tackles 
(69), second in tackles for loss (9.5), second 
in sacks (three) and tied for first in intercep- 
tions (two). His 11 pass breakups led FSU 
and his two forced fumbles tied for tops on 

the team as well. 

In the thrilling 30-26 win over Miami, 
Ramsey showed his playmaking prowess by 
recording three tackles, four pass breakups, 
one interception, a forced fumble and 
a blocked extra point. He also provided 
pressure on Miami quarterback Brad Kaaya 
in the game’s final moments. 

“As loud as Jalen is and with the trash talk- 
ing, you know exactly where No. 8 is going to 
be at,” junior defensive end Mario Edwards Jr. 

said about his fiery teammate. “It’s 
fun playing with him, man. 
He comes up, he plays the 
run, is great on the pass 
and he’s not scared to put 
his nose in there.” 
“Jalen’s as good of 
football player as we've 
got; one of the best ones 
I’ve ever been around in the 
secondary,” Jimbo Fisher 
said. 
Anytime a player is 
mentioned in the same 
breath as Deion he has 
to be pretty good. But 
Ramsey took his game 
to a whole new level 
during the Seminoles 
ride to another 
undefeated season 
and another ACC 
title. And he’s a big 
reason why FSU 
has a spot in the 
first-ever College 
Football Playoff. 
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GAME 1 
August 30, 2014 f 


Florida State 

Oklahoma State 
Top-ranked Florida 
State opened its — 
hational title defense 
with a 37-31 win over 
Oklahoma State in AT: 
Stadium in Arlington, 
Texas. Offensively, 
reigning Heisman 
Trophy winner Jameis 
Winston passed for 370 
yardsvand a touchdown 
and scored ona 

"dazzling 28-yard run. 
Rashad Greene had 11 


feceptions for 203 yards . 


and 4 score in the win, 


Florida State 37 
The Citadel 12 


passes from Jameis 
Winston and the ‘Noles 
defense limited The _ 
Citadel to 72 yards 
passing as Jimbo 
Fisher's team won fo! 
the 18th straight time 
set a new school record. 
Tight end Nick O’Leary 
caught a team-high five 
passes for 51 yards and 
ascore in the win. — 


Photo by John David Mercer-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 3 


September 20, 2014 


Florida State (OT) 23 
Clemson 17 


Playing without 
suspended star 
quarterback Jameis 
Winston, FSU barely 
escaped the jaws of 
defeat behind two key 
plays late in the game. 
After a Sean Maguire 
74-yard touchdown 
pass to Rashad Greene 
tied the score at 17, 
Eddie Goldman made 
one of the plays of the 


il year for the Noles when 


he stripped Clemson 
tailback C.J. Davidson 
inside the FSU 20-yard 
line with 1:36 to,play to 
force overtime: Karlos 
Williams’ 12-yard TD run 


»~ wonit for the Seminoles 
= (3-0). 


September 27, 2014 


Florida State 56 
NC State 41 


Despite falling into a 
24-7 first quarter hole, 
Jameis Winston and 
FSU outscored NC State 
49-17 over the next 
three quarters to pull 
out a 15-point road win. 
Winston passed for 
365 yards and four 
scores in the victory. 
Karlos Williams added 
126 yards rushing and 
three TDs, and Jesus 
Wilson had six catches 
for 109 yards and two 
TDs. 


Photo by Rob Kinnan-USA TODAY Sports 
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October 4, 2014 


It was a banner day for — 
defense and special 
» teams in Florida State’s 
dominating 45-point 

| win over Wake Forest. 
Reigning Lou Gro: 
7H Award winner Roberto: 
7) Aguayo kicked five field 
goals, and the ‘Noles 
(5-0) defensive unit 
| held Wake Forest to 
'126 yards and forced 
three turnovers. Junior 
linebacker Reggie 
Northrup scored on a ; 
31-yard fumble recovery 9 
in the third quarter. 


GAME 6 


October 11, 2014 


Jameis, Winston 
completed 30 of 36 
) passes for 317 yards 
and three touchdowns 
as top-ranked Florida 
State (6-0) extended 
its school-record 
winning streak to 22 
games, the longest 
in the nation, and 19 
consecutive ACC wins. 
Tight end Nick O’Leary 
had a career-high eight 
catches for 97 yards 
and a score in the road 
victory. 


Photo by Rich Barnes-USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 7 


October 18, 2014 


Florida State 
Notre Dame 


Florida State outscored 
Notre Dame 21-10 in 
the second half and was 
aided by an offensive 
pass interference call 

on an apparent game- 
winning touchdown 
pass to Irish wideout 
Corey Robinson to 
move to 7-0 on the 

year. Faced with a 
fourth-and-goal at the 
18-yard line following 
the negated TD, Everett 
Golson was picked off 
by linebacker Jacob 
Pugh to conclude an 
instant classic. | ieee : 


Photo by Matt Cashore-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 8 


October 30, 2014 


Florida State 
Louisville 31 


_ There’s a reason why 
FSU hasn’t lost a game 
since 2012. All the 
‘Noles do is win. And 
that’s exactly what they 
did after falling into 
a 21-0 first-half hole. 
Despite throwing three 
interceptions, Jameis 
Winston led a furious 


second-half comeback 
by firing TD passes of 
68, 47 and 35 yards. 
Dalvin Cook led a potent 
FSU ground attack by 
rushing for 110 yards 
and two scores. 
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November 8, 2014 


Despite another slow 
start offensively, Florida 
State moved to 9-0 (6-0 
ACC) on the year behind 
the strength of a strong 
defensive performance 
and a career-high 13 
catches for 136 yards 
and a touchdown from 
senior receiver Rashad 
Greene. Defensive end 
Mario Edwards (forced 
fumble), Terrance Smith 
(interception) and 

Eddie Goldman (fumble Ri, 
recovery) sparked the 
effort on defense. 


Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports 


Florida State 
Miami 


Entering the fourth 
quarter, Miami clung 
to a 23-17 lead. But 
just like the Seminoles 
did all year long, they 
found a way to win. 

| After Roberto Aguayo’s 

second fourth-quarter 
field goal cut Miami 
lead to 2 ’ 
Cook gave the ‘Noles 
(10-0, 7-0 ACC) the 
lead for good when — 
he scored from 32 
yards out with 3:05 
left in the game. The 
win coupled with a 
Clemson loss earlier in 
the day clinched the 
ACC Atlantic Division 
for FSU. 

Photo by Steve Mitchell-USA TODAY Sports 


November 22, 2014 


Locked up in another — 

| tight game, it was 
Jameis Winston who 
once again came up big 
= for FSU. With the game 
» tied at 17 late in the 

| fourth quarter, Winston 
moved the ‘Noles 

66 yards in 12 plays 

to position Roberto 
Aguayo for the 26-yard 
game-winning kick to 
move Jimbo Fisher’s 
team to 11-0 overall and 
8-0 in the ACC. Rashad 
Greene became the 
school’s all-time leading 
receiver in receptions 
(254) and yards (3,613) 

» in the victory. 


Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 12 


November 29, 2014 


Despite a career-high 
four interceptions from 
Jameis Winston, FSU 
(12-0) got great efforts 
from Dalvin Cook 

(a career-high 144 yards 
rushing), Nick O’Leary 
(two touchdown- 
Scoring grabs) and 
Terrance Smith (94-yard 
interception return for 

a TD) in yet another 
comeback win, this 
time over rival Florida. 
Smith’s pick-six was 

a huge momentum- 
shifting play that 
helped the ’Noles finish 
the regular season 
undefeated for a second 
straight year. 


Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports 
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ACC CHAMPIONSHIP 
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GAME 


December 6, 2014 / 37-35 / Bank of America Stadium / 64,808 


lorida State will have a chance to 
repeat as national champion after 
solving Georgia Tech’s offense 
in a 37-35 victory in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference Championship Game at Bank of 
America Stadium, 

The Seminoles (13-0), who are slotted 
as the No. 3 team in the College Football 
Playoff despite being the only team with an 
unblemished record, used three field goals 
after the game was tied midway through the 
third quarter. 

Florida State secured its 15th ACC 
championship behind three first-half 
touchdown passes by Jameis Winston. 

The *Noles will play Oregon in the first- 
ever Playoff. 

Georgia Tech made it interesting on quar- 
terback Justin Thomas’ 25-yard touchdown 
pass to receiver Darren Waller with 1:47 to 
play. 

Florida State recovered the ensuing 
onside kick, and Georgia Tech had only one 
timeout left. The Seminoles clinched with 
a third-and-7 conversion when running back 
Dalvin Cook ran for 10 yards. 

Georgia Tech (10-3), which was likely 
bound for the Orange Bowl regardless of 
the result in the ACC title game, had its 
five-game winning streak snapped in front 
of an announced crowd of 64,808. 

Georgia Tech running back Synjyn Days’ 
third 1-yard touchdown run of the game 
capped Georgia Tech’s first drive of the 
second half to pull the Yellow Jackets even 


at 28-28. The march lasted nearly seven 


HEY OFFENSIVE PLAYERS 


Jameis Winston and Dalvin Cook 
sparked a FSU offense that rolled up 488 
yards and 37 points. Winston passed for 
309 yards and three touchdowns, while 
Cook ran for a career-high 177 and 
a score in his first collegiate start. 


REY DEFENSIVE PLAYER 


Linebacker Reggie Northrup con- 
tinued his outstanding play down the 
stretch by tallying a team-high 12 
tackles, including one for loss. The 6-1, 
220-pound junior has 113 tackles on the 
season, which leads the team. 


DEFINING MOMENT 
With 7:47 remaining in the fourth 
quarter, Georgia Tech head coach Paul 
Johnson rolled the dice and went for 
it facing a fourth-and-5 near midfield. 
The conversion attempt failed and FSU 
tacked on another field goal to increase 

the lead to 37-28 with 4:28 to go. 


minutes and included a fourth-and-1 pickup 
near midfield. 

Florida State was back ahead on Roberto 
Aguayo’s 33-yard field goal with 3:13 left 
in the third quarter. Aguayo’s 32-yarder 
with 10:25 remaining pushed the advantage 
to 34-28. 

A 28-yard field goal with 4:28 to play 


gave the Seminoles their first two-posses- 


sion margin of the game. 

Winston completed 21 of 30 passes for 
309 yards. 

Cook rushed for 177 yards 
for a freshman in an ACC championship 


— the most 


game — on 31 carries. 

Florida State’s 28-21 halftime lead came 
amid an array of offense for both teams. 

Georgia Tech struck first on Days’ |-yard 
run with 9:50 left in the first quarter. 

Florida State responded on its second 
possession, with Winston throwing 
a 46-yard touchdown pass to tight end Nick 
O'Leary, who was downfield alone because 
of a blown coverage. 

Days scored on another I-yard run, but it 
was even again less than a minute into the 
second quarter on Cook’s 1-yard run. Cook 
ran the final six plays of the drive, picking 
up 68 yards. 

All 19 plays for Georgia Tech in the first 
quarter were on the ground. 

The Yellow Jackets broke a 14-14 tie on 
running back Zach Laskey’s 4-yard run with 
8:02 to go in the second quarter. 

Georgia Tech had scoring drives of 71, 75 
and 75 yards on its first three possessions, 
throwing only one pass along the way. 

Less than four minutes later, Florida State 
knotted the game when Winston connected 
with wide receiver Rashad Greene on 
a 44-yard touchdown pass. 

The Seminoles drove 75 yards in the last 
2 1/2 minutes of the half, taking their first 
lead on Winston's 9-yard pass to Greene 
with 30 seconds left. 
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First Quarter 
9:50 GT — Synijyn Days 1 yd run (Harrison Butkerkick), 8-71 3:48, 
FS 0-GT7 
7:42 FS — Nick O’Leary 46 yd pass from Jameis Winston 
(Roberto Aguayo kick), 5-74 2:03, FS 7 - GT 7 
1:45 GT — Synjyn Days 1 yd run (Harrison Butker kick), 11-75 5:50, 
FS 7 - GT 14 


Second Quarter 


14:10 FS — Dalvin Cook 1 yd run (Roberto Aguayo kick), 7-75 2:30, 
FS 14 - GT 14 

8:02 GT — Zach Laskey 4 yd run (Harrison Butker kick), 11-75 6:08, 
FS 14 - GT 21 

5:40 FS — Rashad Greene 44 yd pass from Jameis Winston 
(Roberto Aguayo kick), 6-71 2:15, FS 21 - GT 21 

00:30 FS — Rashad Greene 9 yd pass from Jameis Winston 
(Roberto Aguayo kick), 10-75 1:56, FS 28 - GT 21 


Thitd Quarter 


8:01 GT — Synjyn Days 1 yd run (Harrison Butker kick), 14-77 6:52, 
FS 28 - GT 28 
3:13 FS — Roberto Aguayo 33 yd field goal, 10-59 4:48, FS 31 - GT 28 


Fourth Quarter 


10:25 FS — Roberto Aguayo 32 yd field goal, 12-75 4:46, FS 34 - GT 28 
4:28 FS — Roberto Aguayo 28 yd field goal, 6-36 2:55, FS 37 - GT 28 
1:47 GT — Darren Waller 25 yd pass from Justin Thomas 

(Harrison Butker kick), 6-97 1:09, FS 37 - GT 35 


Dalvin Cook 


Photo by Jeremy Brevard-USA TODAY Sports 


FIRST DOWNS 24 28 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 33-179 59-331 
PASSING YDS (NET) 309 134 
Passes Att-Comp-Int 30-21-0 14-8-1 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 63-488 73-465 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Punt Returns-Yards 0-0 1-1 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-79 3-45 
Interception Returns-Yards 1-4 0-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 2-42.0 2-34.5 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 5-45 3-20 
Possession Time 25:05 34:55 
Third-Down Conversions 7 of 12 5 of 10 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of O 1 of 2 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 5-5 4-4 


Sacks By: Number-Yards 0-0 0-0 
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Florida State No. Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg. 
Dalvin Cook 31-181 4 177 1. *26 5:7 
Jameis Winston 1 5/0 5 OS 5.0 
Georgia Tech No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg. 
Justin Thomas 11. 105 1 ~~ 104 6 49 9.5 
Synjyn Days 19 675 0 67 Subh 3.5 
Charles Perkins 9 66 2 64 0 20 7.1 
Zach Laskey 11 40 0 40 1 6 3.6 
Dennis Andrews 3 25 #1 24 0 20 8.0 
Deon Hill 3 1950 19 OFS 6.3 
B.J. Bostic 2 i 0 7 064 3.5 
Tony Zenon 1 6 0 6 0 6 6.0 
Passing 
Florida State Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jameis Winston 21-30-0 3093 46 0 
Georgia Tech Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Justin Thomas 8-14-1 134 «1 27 0 


Receiving 


Florida State No. Yds TD Lg 
Rashad Greene 7 123 2 44 
Dalvin Cook 5 43 0 14 
Travis Rudolph 5 40 0 11 
Nick O’Leary 3 97 1 46 
Freddie Stevenson 1 6 0 6 
Georgia Tech No. Yds TD Lg 
Darren Waller 5 73 1 25 
Deon Hill 1 27 0 27 
B.J. Bostic 1 24 0 24 
Synjyn Days 1 10 0 10 


FLORIDA 


NO NAME POS HT WT CL Hometown NG NAME - Hometown 
40 Danny Adams LS 5-9 193 Sr. Ft. Lauderdale 69 Barrett Kernon LS 6-4 247 Jr. Ormond Beach 
19 Roberto Aguayo K 6-1 203 So. Mascotte 85 Jeremy Kerr TE 6-5 262 Fr. St. Petersburg 
29 _ Nate Andrews DB 5-11 210 So. Fairhope,AL_  82__Bryan LaCivita WR 6-1 180 So. Gainesville 
72 Kareem Are OL 6-6 325 Jr. Floral Park, NY 1 Ermon Lane WR 6-3 206 Fr. Homestead 
62 _ Austin Barron oc 6-3 293 Sr. Fi.Lauderdale 99 _Nile Lawrence-Stample DT 6-1 314 Jr. Fort Lauderdale 
38 Cason Beatty P 6-3 227 Jr. Charlotte, NC_ 98 Rick Leonard DE 6-7 268 Fr. Middletown, MD 
78 Wilson Bell OL 6-4 309 Fr. Mobile,AL_ 10 EJ. Levenberry Bo 6-3 246 So. Woodbridge, VA 
76 Marcel Benalcazar OL 6-6 305 So. Miramar §3_Larry Levy OL 6-2 275 Sr. Boynton Beach 
93 _ Brad Bentz DL 6-2 265 Jt. Wellington 20 Bobby Lyons WR 6-0 191 Fr. Orlando 
30 Colin Blake DB 6-3 205 So. SanAntonio,TX 22 Tyrelllyons OB 60 215. Fr Jacksonville” 
42 Lamarcus Brutus DB 6-0 208 dr. Port St. Lucie 10 Sean Maguire OB 6-3 220 So. Sparta, Nd 
95 Keith Bryant DT 6-2 319 Fr. Delray Beach 20 Trey Marshall DB 6-0 192 Fr, Lake City 
45 Will Burnham RB 6-0 185 Jr. Lithia 57 Corey Martinez OL 6-5 290 Fr. Tampa 
55 Rien Cortey Oe Met Sonn ition 06 66 325 Se. Union City, NJ 
21 Chris Casher DE 6-4 250 So. Mobile, AL 55 Chad Mavely OL 6-5 315 ah Sparta, NJ 
93 _Demarcus Christmas OT 6-3 302, F__—CBradenton © 4 Matthew McNulty WR 6-3 185—SSsS. Jacksonville 
21 Lucas Clark OB G15 kot Walton Beach = 1 Derrick Mitchel, J oT 64 303 dt Jacksonville 
4 _Dalvin Cook RB 6-0 200 Fr. Miami_ 86 Justin Motlow WR 5-11 182 Fr. Tampa 
19 Troy Cook 0B 6-2 198 Fr. Miami 49 _ Brandyn Musgrave TE 6-0 229 J Port St. Lucie 
S1_Tes Copeland OB S176 Saigon - Madison 4 Giorgio Newberry OT 6-6 285 dr. Fort Pierce 
16 J.J. Cosentino QB 6-4 234 Fr. Pittsburgh, PA 91 DertickNnadi =~=SO=iDT~=~=S«G2 ~~ «303~”~S*C*&.~=~*«wirginia Beach, VA 
96 Brian Crews P 6-0 162 Fr. Tallahassee 5 _ Reggie Northrup iB 64 220 ik Jacksonville 
K ramen Darby CB 5-11 195 dr. Oxon Hill, MD 35 NickOleay ‘16. 63 247 St PalmBeach 
46 Kain Daub LB 6-4 243 Fr. os 83 DanO’Nell | +OWR 60 175 St Jupiter 
20 Alfredo Bevis OB 6-3 182 Fr. Miami 40 NickPati~=«SsCi«dABS*=«e~SCeS*C«wsS*S*S*S*Sw ap AL 
35 Reginald Dixon, Jr. LB 5-10 200 So. Tallahassee Sa [a a ee ae ee 
71 Alec Eberle oc 6-5 282 Fr. Mechanicsville, VA 7M footer BSS Cap Coen 
wes | RINE PRION LB 6-0 207 Fr. St. Petersburg 
15 Mario Edwards, Jr. DE 6-3 294 Jr. Gautier, MS SS ::.—:000O 
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49 Jonathan Hernandez P 6-4 202 So. Bradenton 37 OsnerValmeus DB 5-10 175 Ft. Lauderdale 
73 _ Joseph Hernandez LB 6-0 202 So. MiamiBeach 22 JohnathanVickers RB 61213 Quincy 
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94 Fredrick Jones OT 6-2 307 Fr. Miami 59 Andrew Wright LB 6-0 214 Sr. Bradenton 
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74 Derrick Kelly a) 6-5 310 Fr. Havana 39 Mitchell Zak LB §-11 200 Sr. New Smyma Beach 


New School, Bu ad me OI avin ne, mula 
For Urban Meyer 


BY CARY ESTES | Photos by Greg Bartram-USA TODAY Sports 


rban Meyer is starting to make 
| this head coaching thing look 
deceptively easy. Meyer has just 
led a team to at least 12 victories for the 
seventh time in his past 10 seasons on the 
sidelines, and he has done it at three differ- 
ent schools. 

If Meyer can guide the Buckeyes to this 
season’s national championship, it will 
be his third title in his past eight years of 
coaching (he sat out the 2011 season), 
giving him the best current resume this 
side of Nick Saban. 

But there was nothing easy about the 
way the Buckeyes made it to the 12-vic- 
tory mark and into the inaugural College 
Football Playoff. First, they had to recover 
from the disappointment of being only one 
win away from playing for the national title 
last season. 

“This is going to haunt all of us for a 
while,” Meyer said following Ohio State’s 
34-24 loss to Michigan State in last year’s 
Big Ten Championship Game, which pre- 
vented the Buckeyes from playing Florida 
State for the national title. 

Then once this season began, the Buck- 
eyes had to overcome a September home 
loss to what wound up being a 500 Virginia 
Tech team, as well as serious injuries to 
their top two quarterbacks. 

Finally, OSU had to beat out Baylor and 
TCU for the final spot in the four-team 
playoff, needing a dominating 59-0 victory 
over Wisconsin in the Big Ten Champion- 
ship Game to secure a playoff berth. 

“At this point in my career, I really enjoy 
it,” Meyer said of the Buckeyes’ success. 
“But it’s not easy.” 

No, Meyer just makes it seem that way. 
Since going 17-6 in his first two seasons 
as a head coach — at Bowling Green in 
2001-2002 — Meyer has won 86 percent of 
his games (123-20 record) at Utah, Florida 
and now Ohio State. Under his leadership, 
the Buckeyes have gone 36-3 over the past 
three seasons and are 24-0 in regular-season 
conference play. 

Amazingly, those three losses for Meyer 
at OSU occurred during a four-game span. 
The Buckeyes won 24 straight after Meyer 
arrived in 2012 before dropping their final 
two games of the 2013 season (including 
the bowl game). They then lost the second 
game of this season, 35-21 to Virginia 
Tech. 


At that point, few people gave Ohio 
State much of a chance to make it into the 
College Football Playoff. But rather than 
engineer drastic changes to the team, Meyer 
said the key was simply to work harder at 
what they were already doing and improve 
that way. 

“You don’t just go blow the whole thing 
up when you lose a game. That’s fragile,” 
Meyer said. “You just go out and coach 
them really hard and get them back up after 
a tough loss. Your job as leader and coach 
is to move on. It’s all in the way you handle 
it.” 

“The good thing is I have nine good 
(assistant) coaches and, more importantly, 
I have players who understand we didn’t 
play as well as we could and we expect to 
play much better.” 

Getting his teams to play well has seem- 
ingly never been much of a problem for 
Meyer. His squads have finished either first 
or second in their conference or division in 
10 of his past 11 seasons, and he has never 
had a team finish lower than third. 

In fact, the worst that a Meyer-led team 
has ever performed was Florida’s 8-5 record 
in 2010, and that came immediately after 
the Gators had posted three 13-1 seasons 
in a four-year span and won the national 
championship twice. 

A weary-looking Meyer, citing family 
and health concerns, stepped down at the 
end of the 2010 season and took a year off. 
He then returned to his home state (Meyer 
was born in Toledo and played college 
football at Cincinnati) and has immediately 
produced the best three-season record of his 
coaching career. 

At age 50, Meyer also appears to be 
enjoying the game more than he did during 
his intense younger years. He and his teen- 
age son, Nate, take time after every home 
game to join the OSU students in singing 
the school’s alma mater. He often begins 
postgame news conferences by talking 
about how great the environment was in 
the stadium (even on road trips), and how 
fortunate he and his team are to be part of 
such an event. 

“T tell our players that whenever we 
grab a hand at the end of the game, to 
be extremely grateful for the blessings to 
play this great game at the level they can 
play it and where they play it,” Meyer 
said. “I never want our players to quit 


appreciating that.” 

Meyer said he certainly will continue 
to appreciate what this year’s Ohio State 
team has been able to overcome and ac- 
complish. 

“Football is the one sport that exposes 
you quicker than I think any sport there is,” 
Meyer said. “If you’re a selfish player, you 
get exposed. If you are not working, you 
get exposed. This team has been through 
a lot, but they keep grinding and they keep 
winning.” 

And so does Urban Meyer. 


Ohio State Coaching Staff 


Chris Ash 
Co-Defensive Coordinator/Safeties Coach 
Luke Fickell 
Defensive Coordinator/LB Coach 
Tom Herman 
Off. Coord/Quarterbacks 
Larry Johnson 
Asst. Head Coach/DL coach 
Ed Warinner 
Co-Offensive Coordinator/OL Coach 
Kerry Coombs 


CB Coach/Special Teams Coordinator 
Stan Drayton 


Asst Head Coach (Off)/RBs 
Tim Hinton 
Tight Ends/Fullbacks 
Zach Smith 
Wide Receivers Coach 
Jon Carpenter 
Graduate Assistant Defense 
Adrian Mayes 
Graduate Assistant Offense 
Vince Oghobaase 
Graduate Assistant Defense 
Quinn Tempel 
Graduate Assistant Offense 
Mickey Marotti 
Asst AD, FB Sport Performance 


Change In QBs (twice) Failed To Derail The Buckeyes 


BY CARY ESTES | Photos by USA TODAY Sports 


n Noy. 1, with his team comfortably 

ahead of Illinois 31-0 at halftime, 

Ohio State coach Urban Meyer 
decided to have back-up quarterback Cardale 
Jones play most of the second half. Meyer 
felt it was important to get some experience 
for Jones, who began the season as the third- 
team signal-caller before starter Braxton 
Miller went out with a shoulder injury. 

“T’ve never been down to our third and 
fourth string quarterback,” Meyer said. “But 
you always try to be ready in case something 
happens.” 

Oh, something happened, all right. First 
something terrible. And then something 
absolutely amazing. 

Ohio State’s quarterback saga began in 
August, when Miller’s injury elevated red- 
shirt freshman J.T. Barrett into the starter’s 
role less than two weeks before the season- 
opener. Barrett was being asked to fill some 
huge cleats, as Miller had amassed 8 346 
total yards and 84 touchdowns (passing and 
rushing) in his OSU career. 

“Braxton gave us the ‘wow’ factor. That’s 
not really (Barrett’s) game,” Meyer said at 
the time. “He’s a move-the-chain quarter- 
back, which is fine.” 


Actually, Barrett turned out to be consider- 
ably more than fine. The 6-1, 225-pounder 
went out and threw for 2,834 yards and 
rushed for 938 more. He also accounted for a 
total of 45 touchdowns, breaking the single- 
season Big Ten Conference record that had 
been held by Drew Brees. 

The highlight of the season came against 
Michigan State, when Barrett passed for 300 
yards and three touchdowns and ran for 86 
yards and two more scores in leading OSU 
to a 49-37 victory. 

“J.T. has made incredible jumps as far as 
how he handles his business and the accuracy 
of his passing,” Meyer said after that game. 
“He was fantastic.” 

By November, Barrett had established 
himself as a legitimate Heisman Trophy 
candidate. But in the regular-season finale 
against Michigan, Barrett fractured his right 
ankle (after accounting for three touch- 
downs) and had to undergo surgery. 

Suddenly, Meyer was down to his third- 
string quarterback, just as the Buckeyes were 
preparing for the Big Ten Championship 
Game against Wisconsin. 

“We just have to go and have a lot of con- 
fidence in the guy who’s going to be doing it, 


and that’s Cardale Jones,” Meyer said of the 
6-5, 250-pound sophomore. 

Meyer might have been confident, but even 
he didn’t expect the performance that Jones 
turned in against Wisconsin. In a game that 
likely was the determining factor in the Buck- 
eyes making the College Football Playoff, 
Jones completed 12 of 17 passes for 257 yards 
with three touchdowns and no interceptions, 
as OSU crushed the Badgers, 59-0. 

“T guess I'll use it for the first time. I was 
surprised,” Meyer said. “I knew he had the 
talent to throw the ball and execute, but I fig- 
ured there would be first-game jitters. There 
was none of that.” 

So now the Buckeyes head into the College 
Football Playoff with their former third- 
stringer starting at quarterback. But OSU has 
already proven twice this year that the offense 
as a whole is bigger than any single player. 

“The quarterback is a product of the guys 
around him, and the guys around him are 
playing pretty good right now,” Meyer said. 
“T said it with Alex Smith (at Utah) and 
Tim Tebow (at Florida). You put good guys 
around a good quarterback and teach them 
well, there is a chance that good things are 
going to happen.” 


or Ohio State defensive lineman 
| Joey Bosa, football is in his blood. 
It always has been. 

Joey’s father John was a first-round pick 
by the Miami Dolphins in 1987 after a stellar 
career at Boston College. But it doesn’t stop 
there. Joey’s cousin is Eric Kumerow, a line- 
backer and co-captain of the 1987 Buckeyes. 

“My parents probably wouldn’t admit it, 
but I’m sure they would rather me play an- 
other sport with less contact and injury risk,” 
Bosa told Lauren Baum of the OSU Athletic 
Communications department. “Football was 
just something that came so naturally for me. 
I love the game.” 

A native of St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School in Fort Lauderdale, Bosa takes to 
football because it does come naturally to 
him, much to the chagrin of Ohio State’s 
opponents. They have felt the Bosa touch so 
much in just his first two years of competing. 
He’s continuing his families’ football legacy. 

This season Bosa has put up eye-popping 
statistics that has him as a finalist for the 
Lombardi Trophy and the Bednarik and 
Ted Hendricks Awards. He’s also received 
accolades from the conference. He has been 
named the Big Ten Conference’s Nagurski- 
Woodson Defensive Player of the Year and 


Fever Is In Bosa’s 


the Smith-Brown Defensive Lineman of the 
Year. 

Bosa leads the Big Ten in both quarterback 
sacks with 13.5 sacks for 96 yards in losses 
and in tackles-for-loss with 20 for minus-114 
yards. He is ranked fourth and fifth, respec- 
tively, in the nation in those categories. He 
has a total of 50 tackles and has forced a Big 
Ten-best four fumbles, which have directly 
led to 30 Ohio State points, including two 
fumbles that were returned for touchdowns 
and another that was a safety. 

He has at least one tackle for loss in 17 
of his last 18 games and has tied the school 
record with at least one tackle for loss in 
14 consecutive games. 

One highlight of this season came on 
October 26 at State College. Ohio State 
and Penn State battled into overtime. The 
Buckeyes had a 31-24 lead in the second 
overtime when Bosa, on a 4th-and-5 play, 
does what he does best. He sacked Nittany 
Lions quarterback Christian Hackenberg to 
secure the win. 

But the funny thing is, Bosa didn’t even 
know the game was over. 

“I was so tired I didn’t even know it was 
a sack,” said Bosa, who had 2 1/2 sacks and 
finished with six tackles in the game. “The 


éaia) 


Blood 7 


BY BEN COOK | Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports 


guys started hugging me and I just went to 
the ground. This might have been a double- 
overtime win, but it doesn’t make it any less 
important, winning in a crazy environment 
like this.” 

“The thing about Joey Bosa — you get a 
sack like that, there’s also interior pressure 
and not allowing him to step up. We'll take 
it,” said Ohio State coach Urban Meyer. 

The Buckeyes continued on to finish the 
regular season 11-1, earning a place in the 
Big Ten Championship Game where they 
steamrolled Wisconsin 59-0 to earn a meet- 
ing with Alabama in the Sugar Bowl in a 
semi-final matchup in the inaugural College 
Football Playoff. 

In the championship game, the Buckeyes 
held Melvin Gordon, Wisconsin’s leading 
rusher, to just 76 yards on 26 carries and 
Bosa contributed by making four tackles and 
recovering a fumble and returning it for a 
touchdown. It was the first fumble recovery 
return for a score in Big Ten Championship 
Game history. 

“T think I played defense the way I like to 
play, but tonight wasn’t about me and I could 
care less how I played,” said Bosa. “It was 
about our team as a whole because we knew 
that would be the only way to stop them.” 


GAME 1 


August 30, 2014 


Ohio State (1-0) 

opened with its 25th 

consecutive regular 
% season victory, 

“ defeating Navy on the 
road, 34-17. J.T. Barrett, 
starting his first game 
due to Braxton Miller’s 
shoulder injury, threw 
for 226 yards and two 
touchdowns, including 
an 80-yarder to Devin 
Smith. It was only the 
second time a Buckeye 
freshman quarterback 
started the season 
opener since 1950. 


Photo by John Middlebrook 
Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


GAME 2 


. September 6, 2014 } 


In front of the biggest 
home crowd in Ohio 
State history, the 
Buckeyes (1-1) laid one 
oftheir biggest eggs. 
The Hokies led 21-7 

‘at halftime and never 
looked back. Tech had 
three interceptions, 
including One returned 7 
63 yards for a score, one 
in addition to seven 

giSacks and'numerous ar 
_ quarterback hurries. 


Photo by Andrew Weber-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 3 


September 13, 2014 


You probably don’t 

want to play Ohio 

State (2-1) after a 
disappointing loss. 

The Buckeyes took it 

out on Kent State, as 
quarterback J.T. Barrett 
bounced back to tie 

the school record with 
six touchdown passes. 
Ohio State had 628 

yards of total offense 

and held the Golden 
Flashes to just 126. 


Photo by Greg Bartram-USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 4 


September 27, 2014 


In-state rival Cincinnati 
only trailed 36-28 in the 
third quarter, but the 
Buckeyes (3-1) pulled 
away late with two 
‘Unanswered scores. 
JT. Barrett had 330 

' yards passing and four 
scores and Ezekiel 
Elliott ran for 182 and 
a touchdown, as Ohio 
State had.over 700 
yards of total offense. 
Bearcat quarterback 
Gunner Kiel threw for 
352 yards. 


§ Photo by Greg Bartram-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 5 


October 4, 2014 


Maryland’s first con- 
ference game as a Big 
Ten member left a lot to 
be desired. Playing in 
College Park, Md., J.T. 
Barrett had 338 total 
yards and accounted 
for five scores in the 
28-point Ohio State 
(4-1, 1-0 Big Ten) win. 
Ezekiel Elliott had 139 
rushing yards and 
Raekwon McMillan 
returned an interception 
19 yards for another 
Buckeye touchdown. 


Photo by Daniel Kucin Jr. 
Icon Sportswire via AP Images 


’ GAME 6 


October 18, 2014 


Ohio State 
Rutgers 


7. Playing a Big Ten 
/, newcomer for the 
second consecutive 
week, the Buckeyes 
|, 2-0) handed 
itge orst loss 


Ohio State (6-1, 3-0) 

appeared to have the 

game under control, 

leading 17-0 in the third 

quarter, but somebody §& 

forgot to tell the Nittany |. wr 
Lions. Penn State's 

field goal with just nine 

seconds remaining 


) in regulation forced 
overtime. The’Buckeye 
victory wasn’t Certain 
until defensive end 
Joey Bosa’s sack in the 
second extra period. 


Photo by Evan Habeeb-USA TODAY Sports fa 


f 


November 1, 2014 


"Unlike the previous 
week, Ohio State (7-1, 
4-0) claimed the early 
lead and never looked 
back. The Buckeyes led 
at halftime, 31-0. J.T. 
Barrett threw for 167 
yards and two scores 
by intermission, but 
pulled a knee ligament 
and was replaced. In 
‘ a preview of things to 
; come, Cardale Jones 
entered and threw two 
» second half touchdown 
passes. 


Photo by Andrew Weber-USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 9 


November 8, 2014 


The Buckeyes (8-1, 5-0) 
got back into the 
national championship 
discussion with an 
impressive win over 

No. 8 Michigan State 

in East Lansing. J.T. 
Barrett threw for 

300 yards and three 
touchdowns and ran for 
two more scores. The 
visitors put up 568 yards 
of total offense against 
the heralded Spartans 
defense. 


Photo by Mike Carter-USA TODAY Sports 
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= November 15, 2014 


Ohio State 
Minnesota 


= J.T; Barrett continued 
~ to turn heads and 
». break records as 
Ohio State (9-1, 6-0) 
defeated Minnesota 
in Minneapolis. The 
freshman ran for an 
all-time Buckeye 
quarterback rushing 
record 189 yards and 
a touchdown, along with 
200 passing yards. Ohio 
State overcame three 
turnovers and wintry 
weather to claim the 
victory. 
Photo by Jesse Johnson 
USA TODAY Sports 


“Ag i ope Seed: Se Ges 
SS Re RSA on a 


GAME 11 


November 22, 2014 


Ohio State 42 
Indiana 


It wasn’t pretty, but 

the 15-point Buckeyes St aes 
(10-1, 7-0) victory over ~ 
Indiana clinched the Big” 
Ten East Division and ~ 

a league championship 
game berth. The 
Hoosiers led in the third 
quarter, 20-14, when. 
Jalin Marshall took over. 
His 54-yard punt return — 


Stes io touchdown regained the 
oC Mf, : mem icad. Thenhecaught § 
é weit ae ets ieeeen three touchdown passes ’ 
B- ao ue 2 SIS SERA Sees oo from J.T. Barrett in. the 
> hs fourth quarter. 


Photo by Greg Bartram-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 12 


November 29, 2014 


It’s a great day 
whenever Ohio State 
beats arch-rival 
Michigan, but this one 
Was tempered. Record- 
setting quarterback J.T. 
Barrett was lost with 

a broken ankle, again 
replaced by Cardale 
Jones. Teammate Kosta 
Karageorge v fas still 


BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


OHIO STA 


December 6, 2014 / 59-0 / Lucas Oil Stadium / 60,229 


he notion that Ohio State was 

somehow less qualified for a 

berth in the College Football 
Playoff because of the absence of star 
quarterback J.T. Barrett was rendered moot 
by the presence of sudden sensation Cardale 
Jones. 

The Buckeyes’ No. 3 quarterback, 
starting because of Barrett’s ankle injury, 
dominated the Big Ten Championship 
Game. Jones shredded Wisconsin’s defense, 
completing 12 of 17 passes for 257 yards 
and three touchdowns to lead Ohio State to 
a 59-0 devastation of the Badgers in Lucas 
Oil Stadium. 

Ohio State (12-1) entered the game fifth 
in the CFP rankings, but looked every bit 
a national championship contender in domi- 
nating No. 13 Wisconsin (10-3). 

The Buckeyes created four turnovers 
and shut down Heisman Trophy candidate 
Melvin Gordon in the process. Gordon, the 
nation’s leading rusher, was held to 76 yards 
on 26 carries, his second-lowest output of 
the season. 

Gordon failed to produce at least one 
rush of 20 or more yards for the first time 
all year. He also lost a fumble deep in 
Wisconsin territory that was recovered 
by defensive end Joey Bosa and returned 
4 yards for a touchdown that capped Ohio 
State’s 38-0 first half. 

Ohio State running back Ezekiel Elliott 
broke Gordon’s record for rushing yards in 
the championship game with 220 yards on 
20 carries, including two touchdowns. 


Buckeyes wide receiver Devin Smith also 


HEY OFFENSIVE BLAVER 


Buckeye fans were concerned be- 
cause of the quarterback situation. No 
need to worry. Cardale Jones, starting 
for the first time only because of J.T. 
Barrett's ankle injury, dominated the Big 
Ten Championship Game. He completed 
12 of 17 passes for 257 yards and three 
touchdowns. 


HEY DEFENSIVE PLAVER 


Ohio State forced four turnovers and 
negated Badger Heisman candidate 
Melvin Gordon, who had only 76 rushing 
yards. The defense was led by sopho- 
more defensive end Joey Bosa, the Big 
Ten Defensive Player of the Year, who re- 
turned a Gordon fumble for a touchdown. 


DEFINING MOMENT 


When a team wins a game by 59 
points, it’s hard to determine a defining 
moment, especially when the margin 
could have been worse. Less than two 
minutes into the game, Cardale Jones hit 
Devin Smith with a 39-yard touchdown 
pass and that started the rout. 


set a title game record for receiving yards 
(137) and tied a mark with three touchdown 
receptions. 

The Buckeyes won their 11th consecutive 
game and were selected as the four-seed in 
the first-ever College Football Playoff. 

Jones was nearly flawless in the first half, 
completing 10 of 13 throws for 211 yards 


and touchdown passes of 44 yards and 39 


yards to Smith as the Buckeyes scored more 
points in the first 30 minutes than 
Wisconsin had allowed in any game in 

the past three seasons. 

It actually could have been worse for 
the staggered Badgers. Two of Jones’ three 
incompletions were overthrows of wide- 
open receivers heading into the end zone. 

Jones and Smith also hooked up on 
a 42-yard touchdown with 9:24 left in the 
third quarter that pushed the score to 45-0. 
Running back Curtis Samuel rushed for 
Ohio State’s final two scores. 

Wisconsin entered the game ranked 
second nationally in total defense 
(260.3 yards) and fourth in scoring 
defense (16.8), but Ohio State racked up 
558 yards in a thoroughly dominating 
performance. 

NOTES: Ohio State running back 
Ezekiel Elliott’s 81-yard touchdown run in 
the first quarter was his longest gain of the 
season and the longest rushing score in Big 
Ten Championship Game history. ... Ohio 
State’s players wore helmet stickers with 
the No. 53, a tribute to former teammate 
Kosta Karageorge, and team captain 
Michael Bennett switched from his usual 
63 jersey to wear Karageorge’s former 
number. The senior defensive lineman was 
found dead a week earlier of an apparent 
self-inflicted gunshot wound and was laid 
to rest three days before the Wisconsin 
game, with the Buckeyes attending the 
funeral. ... Wisconsin lost starting C Dan 


Voltz (ankle) on the first play of the team’s 


second offensive series. 


SCOREBOARD 
ape Fn 
OHIO STATE 14 2h 67 6 O88 
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j WIS OSU 
First Quattor FIRST DOWNS 18 24 


13:01 OSU - Devin Smith 39 yd pass from Cardale Jones RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 37-71 38-301 
(Sean Nuernberger kick), 6-77 1:59, WIS 0 - OSU 7 PASSING YDS (NET) 187 257 
4:06 OSU - Ezekiel Elliott 81 yd run (Sean Nuernberger kick), Passes Att-Comp-Int 43-17-3 18-12-0 
2-93 0:42, WIS 0 - OSU 14 TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 80-258 56-558 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 1-4 

Punt Returns-Yards 0-0 2-1 

second Quattor Kickoff Returns-Yards 7-122 1-23 
14:14 OSU - Sean Nuernberger 23 yd field goal, 7-53 2:41, WISO-OSU17 __ Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 3-67 
11:09 OSU - Devin Smith 44 yd pass from Cardale Jones Punts (Number-Avg) 8-41.1 4-53.0 
(Sean Nuernberger kick), 3-63 1:17, WIS 0 - OSU 24 Fumbles-Lost 3-1 1-0 
6:36 OSU - Ezekiel Elliott 14 yd run (Sean Nuernberger kick), Penalties-Yards 3-23 5-44 
pata Aen opie ats 2p se aes oa : 
vy rt a Bosa 4 yd fumble recovery (Sean Nuernberger kick), Fourth: Bown Boriersions 3 of 5 0 of 0 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 0-0 4-5 

Third Quarter Sacks By: Number-Yards 1-9 3-24 


9:24 OSU - Devin Smith 42 yd pass from Cardale Jones 


i i Sar A oo aa a eT 


Fourth Quarter Wisconsin No Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg 
11:39 OSU - Samuel, Curtis 12 yd run (Sean Nuernberger kick), till Rs As 
2-72 0:34, WIS 0 - OSU 52 Corey Clement 5 14 0 14 0 4 2.8 
2:25 OSU - Samuel, Curtis 1 yd run (Sean Nuernberger kick), Kenzel Doe u 6 0 aS Ee SR 
7-61 4:02, WIS 0 - OSU 59 Alex Erickson 1 4 0 4 0 4 4.0 

Tanner McEvoy 1 2° ' 0 2 0 2 2.0 

Joel Stave 3 0 31 -3i 0 oO -103 
Ohio State No Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg 
Ezekiel Elliott 20 227 7 ~~ 220 2 81 11.0 
Bri’onte Dunn 5 47 0 47 0 28 9.4 
Curtis Samuel 4 2a: "10 23 27-2 5.8 
Cardale Jones 8 35 26 9 0 20 1.1 

Jalin Marshall 1 2 0 2 Ov. 2 2.0 


Wisconsin Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Joel Stave 17-43-3 187 0 27 3 
Ohio State Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Cardale Jones 12-17-0 aur °*3 44 T 
Jalin Marshall 0-1-0 ORO 0 0 
Receiving 
Wisconsin No. Yds TD Long 
Alex Erickson 7 83 0 27 
Kenzel Doe 3 41 0 16 
Troy Fumagalli 2 24 0 19 
Sam Arneson 2 23 0 13 
Corey Clement 2 12 0 12 
Austin Traylor 1 4 0 4 
Ohio State No. Yds TD Long 
Devin Smith 4 137 3 44 
Michael Thomas 3 44 0 23 
Jalin Marshall 2 36 0 32 
Corey Smith 2 30 0 21 
P . Evan Spencer 1 13 0 13 
Devin Smith ? 


¥ TINS, 
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NO NAME POS HT WT 


CI./Elg 


Hometown 


13 Eli Apple CB 6-1 198 S0./Fr. Voorhees, NJ 
76 Darryl Baldwin OL 6-6 307 Gr/Sr. Solon 
28 Warren Ball RB 6-1 224 Jn/So, Columbus 
16 J.T. Barratt QB 6-1 225 So/Fr. Wichita Falls, TX 
85 Marcus Baugh TE 6-4 252 So,/Fr. Riverside, CA 
11 Vonn Bell SAF 5-11 200 So,/So,. Rossville, GA 
63 Michael Bennett DL 6-2 288 Sr/Sr... Centerville 
44 Kyle Berger LB 6-1 229 Fr/Fr. Cleveland 
30__ Devan Bogard LB 6-0 212 Jn/dr. Cleveland 
33 Dante Booker LB 6-2 232 Fr/Fr, Akron 
50__ Jacoby Boren C 6-1 285 Undue. Pickerington 
97 Joey Bosa DL 6-5 278 —_So,/So, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
80 Noah Brown WR 6-1 240 Fr/Fr. Sparta, NJ 
48 Joe Burger LB 6-2 230 Jr/dr. Cincinnati 
16 Cam Burrows SAF 6-0 210 §0,/So. Trotwood 
21 Parris Campbell wR 6-0 200 Fr/Fr. Akron 
72 Chris Carter DL 6-4 339 Sr/Sr. Cleveland 
28 Michael Cibene SAF 6-0 186 ~—-S0,/So. Fort Lauderdale, FL 
82 James Clark WR 5-10 182 5o./Fr... New Smyma Beach, FL 
39 Kyle Clinton K 6-1 218 5thv/Sr. Dublin 
13__ Stephen Collier OB 6-3 220 Fr/Fr. Leesburg, GA 
19 Gareon Conley cB 6-0 190 So,/Fr. Massillon 
68 Taylor Decker OL 6-7 315 Inds. Vandalia 
1 Johnnie Dixon WA 5-11 198 Fr/Fr. — West Palm Beach, FL 
66 Kyle Dodson OL 6-6 310 Jr /So. Cleveland 
32 Russell Doup LS 6-2 210 5thVSr. Mt. Vernon 
25 Bri'onte Dunn RB 6-0 216 dr/So. Canton 
65 Pat Elflein OL 6-3 300 Jr/So, Pickerington 
15 Ezekiel Elliott RB 6-0 225 50./So. St. Louis, MO 
38 Craig Fada LB 6-0 233 Jr/Jr. Columbus 
57 Chase Farris OL 6-5 300 Sr/Jde. Elyria 
24 — Guy Ferrall TE 6-0 240 Fr/Fr, Columbus 
21 Trevon Forte CB 5-9 175 Fr/Fr. Youngstown 
3 Khaleed Franklin SAF 6-1 206 ——-$0,/So. Columbus 
17 Rashad Frazier OL 6-4 272 —_SthvSr.. Middletown 
61 Logan Gaskey OL 6-4 295 —_ So/So, Long Grove, IL 
14 Curtis Grant LB 6-3 238 Sr/Sr. Richmond, VA 
12 Doran Grant CB OS-11 193 Sr/Sr.. Akron 
89 Jeff Greene WR 6-5 220 St/dr. Peachtree City, GA 
87 Peter Gwilym WR 6-0 195 Sr/Sr.. Freeport, Maine 
51 Joel Hale OL 6-4 310 Sr/Sr... Greenwood, IN 
41 e Haynes Ls 6-4 220 Sr/Jr. Cumming, GA 
5 —_ Jeff Heuerman TE 6-5 255 5r/Sr. Naples, FL 
77 Michael Hill DL 6-2 305 —_-So/Fr.. Pendleton, SC 
10 Jalyn Holmes DL 6-4 262 Fr/Fr. Norfolk, VA 
24 Malik Hooker SAF 641 195 Fr/Fr. New Castle, PA 
49 Sam Hubbard DE 6-5 244 Fr/Fr. Cincinnati 
35 Jeffie Johnson RB 5-7 197 Jr/Jr, Hilliard 
36 Trey Johnson LB 6-1 225 $0./So. Lawrenceville, GA 
95 Cameron Johnston Pp 6-0 195 So/So.. Geelong, Australia 
12 Cardale Jones OB 6-5 250 — Jr/So.. Cleveland 


74 ~~ Jamarco Jones OL 6-4 306 Fr/Fr. Chicago, IL 


NOQ NAME POS HT WT CL/Elg Hometown 


64 Marcelys Jones OL 6-4 925 Fr/Fr Cleveland 
78 Demetrius Knox OL 6-3 308 Fr/Fr. Fort Worth, TX 
2 Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 195 Fr/Fr Cleveland 
43 Darron Lee LB 6-2 228 ‘So./Fr... New Albany 
59 Tyquan Lewis OL 6-3 260 So./Fr. Tarboro, NC 
75 Evan Lisle OL 6-6 300 So./Fr, Centerville 
29 Mike Maduko SAF 5-9 190 Fr/Fr. Naperville, IL 
17 Jalin Marshall HB 5-11 205 So./Fr. Middletown 
42 Aaron Mawhirter LS 6-2 230 ~~ So./So, Sandusky 
20 Devlin McDaniel WR 5-11 200 —_‘S0,/So., Marion 
83 Terry McLaurin WR 6-0 195 Fr/Fr. Indianapolis, IN 
5 Raekwon McMillan LB 6-2 240 Fr/Fr, Hinesville, GA 
5 Braxton Miller OB 6-2 217 ~——sSr/Sr..- Huber Heights 
88 Stave Miller DL 6-3 255 —_—sSr/Sr.. Canton 
18 Kato Mitchell WR 5-11 190 Itt. Cleveland 
15 Luke Morgan QB 6-2 225 _ $a,/So.. Lebanon 
62 AJ. Morris OL 6-2 305 Fr/Fr. Naperville, IL 
§2 Donovan Munger OL 6-4 300 So,/Fr. Shaker Heights 
8 Kevin Niehoff SAF 6-3 205 Jnddt. Mason 
96 Sean Nuernberger K 6-1 230 Fr/Fr. Buckner, KY 
91 Aaron Parry OL 6-5 265 ———S0./So. Zanesville 
37 Joshua Perry LB 6-4 252 Jn/dt. Galena 
23 Tyvis Powell SAF 6-3 208 Jr/So, Bedford 
54 _Billy Price C/OG 6-4 312 So./Fr. Austintown 
19 Joe Ramstetter WA 6-3 210 ~— $o/So.. Cincinnati 
26 Armani Reeves CB 5-10 198 dru. West Roxbury, MA 
44 Chris Rock TE 6-3 265 Sr/Jr. Columbus 
14 Jake Russell Pp 6-1 198 Jrddr.. Twinsburg 
4 — Curtis Samuel RB 5-11 196 Fr/Fr. Brooklyn, NY 
18 Nik Sarac CB 5-9 183 Sr/Sr, Cleveland 
90 Tommy Schutt OL 6-2 295 Ir/ur.,. Glen Ellyn, Ik 
9 Tim Scott K 5-11 185 5r/Sr. Norton 
42 Darius Slade DL 6-4 245 Fr/Fr. Montclair, NU 
84 Corey Smith WR 6-0 190 Sr/Jr. Akron 
9 _ Devin Smith WA 6-1 199 Sr/Sr.. Massillon 
1 Erick Smith SAF 6-0 198 Fr/Fr. Cleveland 
46 Nick Snyder LB 6-1 215 drier. Columbus 
6 Evan Spencer WR 6-2 208 Sr/Sr.. Vernon Hills, IL 
93 Tracy Sprinkle DL 6-3 285 So./Fr. Elyria 
20 Ron Tanner SAF 6-0 205 Sr/Jr... Columbus 
79 Brady Taylor OL 6-5 295 Fr /Fr, Columbus 
3 Michael Thomas WR 6-3 203 Jr/So. Los Angeles, CA 
94 Dylan Thompson OL 6-4 275 Fr./Fr, Lombard, IL 
71_ Kyle Trout OL 6-6 312 Fr/Fr. Lancaster 
73 Antonio Underwood OL 6-2 303 Sr/Jr.. Shaker Heights 
81 Nick Vannett TE 6-6 260 Sr/Jr.. Westerville 
92__ Adolphus Washington OL 6-4 295 Jr/ur., Cincinnati 
7 Damon Webb CB 5-10 190 Fr /Fr, Detroit, Mi 
55 Cam Williams LB 6-1 228 Jr/Jr. West Roxbury, MA 
23 Isalah Williams WA 6-3 208 Fr/Fr. Dayton 
2 Dontre Wilson HB 5-10 188 —_Sa,/So,. DeSoto, TX 
35 Chris Worley LB 6-2 222 So./Fr. Cleveland 
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Maintaining The UO Success — 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO | Photos Rob Carmell Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


ou know the saying. You never want 
Y to be the guy who replaces the guy. 
At Oregon, that hasn’t much 
mattered. 

The Ducks have done things their way 
when it comes to their head football coach- 
ing position. The times have changed, the 
offense has changed, the Nike injection has 
only built larger piles of cash, the uniform 
combinations have swelled into unfathom- 
able numbers and dazzling colors — 
basically Oregon has become Oregon — 
but the succession plan has remained 
boringly, successfully, the same. 

To understand Oregon’s success, you have 
to go back to Rich Brooks, whose steady 
construction of the program culminated in a 
Rose Bowl appearance after the 1994 season. 
He used that to launch himself to the NFL’s 
St. Louis Rams, leaving Oregon’s coaching 
position to an assistant named Mike Bellotti, 
who had been the Ducks’ offensive coordina- 
tor since 1989. 

Bellotti spent 14 years in charge, winning 
at least nine games in half of those seasons. 
With Heisman candidate Joey Harrington at 
quarterback, the Ducks won the Pac-10 in 
2001 but lived in USC’s shadow for the next 
several years. 

But then, in a very-much-under-the-radar 
transaction at the time, Bellotti craftily 
brought in an assistant from New Hampshire 
(of all places) to coordinate the Oregon 
offense for the 2007 season. That would be 
Chip Kelly. 

Kelly transformed an already-good offense 
into the up-tempo, spread juggernaut it is 
today. Oregon elevated Kelly to head coach 
for the 2009 season after Bellotti resigned 
following a 10-3 season to become athletic 
director for a short-lived term. 

Kelly guided the Ducks to new heights, 
reaching the BCS Championship Game after 
the 2010 season, but losing 22-19 to Auburn 
on a last-play field goal. Kelly won three 
conference titles from 2009 to 2011 and then 
went [2-1 in the next season before opting 
for the green of the Philadelphia Eagles. 

So, who was next in the succession plan? 
Who got to be the guy to replace the guy? 

It was Mark Helfrich, who had spent the 
previous four seasons as Kelly‘s offensive 
coordinator during the most prolific stretch 
of football in school history. 

Talk about replacing a legend. Kelly went 
46-7 and made the Ducks sexy. Helfrich? 


Uh .., who exactly is this guy? He might 
have been Oregon’s offensive coordinator, 
but, c’mon on, everyone knew that high- 
powered attack was Kelly’s baby. 

To start, Helfrich is a 41-year-old former 
quarterback at Southern Oregon State, an 
NAIA Division II team. Career aspirations: 
Attend medical school and be an orthopedic 
surgeon. But he spent a year after college 
playing and coaching for a year in Austria — 
yes, Austria — before jumping into a job as 
an Oregon grad assistant in 1997. 

A year later, Helfrich followed Ducks 
offensive coordinator Dirk Koetter to Boise 
State and then to Arizona State, and he later 
worked with Dan Hawkins at Colorado ... 
and then it was back home to Oregon to do 
magic with Kelly. 

Any coach puts his own stamp on the pro- 
gram. Helfrich’s contributions to the on-field 
product don’t much differ from Kelly's. The 
Ducks attack on both sides of the ball and 


are electric offensively. Speed. Speed. Speed. 


If anything, Helfrich’s defense this season 
might actually be saltier than previous Ducks 
defenses. 

He joked about making tweaks to the 
program when he was promoted in January 
2013. 

“IT won't wear a visor; I'll eat more veg- 
etables,” he said. 

Helfrich isn’t much for self-promotion; 
he neither seeks nor hogs the spotlight. He’s 
making a modest $2 million a year to lead 
one of the nation’s elite programs, ranking 
only 51st nationally in salary among FBS 
coaches, according to USA Today. The other 
playoff coaches rank No. | (Alabama’s Nick 
Saban, $7.16 million), No. 6 (Ohio State’s 
Urban Meyer, $4.54 million) and 14th 
(FSU’s Jimbo Fisher, $3.6 million). 

When ESPN tried to reach Helfrich to 
appear on its Selection Sunday show, sorry, 
he was off recruiting in Hawaii. That, as the 
Oregon football slogan goes, is Winning the 
Day. 

Although Oregon failed to win the Pac-12 
North in his first season — edged out by 
Stanford, just as in Kelly's final season — 
there has been plenty of winning again in 
2014. There was some concern of backslid- 
ing after a home loss to Arizona in early 
October, but the Ducks ripped off eight 
consecutive wins and gave Helfrich a double 
Gatorade bath at the end of the Pac-12 title 
game rout of those same Wildcats who 


earlier won in Autzen. 

“T’ve wanted to win this year for a lot of 
reasons,” offensive coordinator Scott Frost 
told Yahoo! Sports. 

“But I wanted to win so bad for Mark 
Helfrich. People were going to be quick to 
judge Mark no matter what happened be- 
cause of the success Chip had. Maybe people 
will finally realize what a great coach they do 
have coaching here at Oregon.” 

And he might be at Oregon for a while. 

The Oregonian newspaper talked to 
Helfrich’s old high school coach, Kent 
Wigle, after his promotion. 

“The thing is, you're not looking at a guy 
who wants be the head coach of the Denver 
Broncos or the Philadelphia Eagles,” Wigle 
said, “In 20 years, we could be looking back 
at this and saying, ‘What a great start.’” 


Oregon Coaching Staff 


Scott Frost 
Offensive Coordinator/QBs 
Don Pellum 
Defensive Coordinator/ILBs 
Steve Greatwood 
Running Game Coordinator/OL 
Ron Aiken 
Defensive Line 
Gary Campbell 
Running Backs 
Erik Chinander 
Outside Linebackers 
Matt Lubick 
Passing Game Coordinator/WR 
John Neal 
Passing Game Coordinator/Secondary 
Tom Osborne 
Special Teams Coordinator/TE 
Jim Radcliffe 
Strength & Conditioning 
Joe Bernardi 
Offensive Graduate Assistant 
Cha’pelle Brown 
Defensive Graduate Assistant 
Nate Costa 
Offensive Graduate Assistant 
Mike Keldorf 
Defensive Graduate Assistant 
Matt Noyer 
Offensive Intern 
Shawn Young 
Defensive Intern 
Jim Fisher 
Director of Player Personnel 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO | Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports 


arcus Mariota somersaulted into 

the end zone early in the season. 

He inadvertently struck a Heis- 
man pose while avoiding a tackle late in the 
year. 

He accounted for 53 touchdowns. 

He had only two passes intercepted. 

He led his team to the Pac-12 title. 

Through the highlights, the winning and 
the mind-boggling stats, Mariota’s coaches 
and teammates were more impressed by 
other things entirely — his leadership and 
humility. 

Asked by the Pac-12 Network if he would 
rather talk about himself or study for a final, 
he smiled and answered, “Oh, I would study 
for the final hands-down. That wouldn’t even 
be a question.” 

That wasn’t a put-on; it was just merely the 
way Mariota has operated for three seasons as 
Oregon’s dual-threat starting quarterback. 

“If this guy isn’t what the Heisman Trophy 
is all about, then I’m in the wrong profes- 
sion,” Oregon coach Mark Helfrich said after 
the Ducks won the Pac-12 Championship 
Game by routing Arizona, 51-13. 


“Just on the field and off the field, our 
team is made up of a bunch of guys that are 
in his mold, and a lot of that is due to leader- 
ship. Obviously, that speaks for itself. But if 
you want your son or daughter to have a role 
model, pick this guy.” 

Funny: When he committed to Oregon, 
the Honolulu native was merely the third- 
highest rated quarterback in the Ducks’ 
class, although the other two ended up sign- 
ing elsewhere — some guy named Johnny 
Manziel went to Texas A&M, and Jerrard 
Randall ended up at LSU before transfer- 
ring to Arizona last fall. Consider Mariota 
to be the cool jazz version of the hot-headed 
Manziel. 

Mariota nearly blushed after Helfrich’s 
compliments in the press conference after the 
Pac-12 title game. 

“Thanks, Coach, for all the nice things you 
said,” Mariota said. “I wouldn’t be in this 
position without my teammates. ... I’m just 
very proud of the guys in the locker room.” 

Mariota accounted for five touchdowns 
in that 51-13 win over Arizona, including a 
career-best three by rushing. Heading into 


the national semifinal game against FSU, 
Mariota had completed 254 of 372 passes for 
3,783 yards, with 38 touchdowns and two 
interceptions. He had scored 14 touchdowns 
on the ground, and also got into the end zone 
on a reception. 

His passing efficiency rating of 186.3 was 
far and away the best mark in the country. 
He is the first player in FBS history to throw 
at least one touchdown pass in his first 39 
games. He accounted for at least four touch- 
downs in 10 of 13 games this season. 

It would be easy to go on and on about 
the athleticism and arm talent that puts the 
redshirt junior at the top of 2015 NFL Draft 
boards. But Mariota is more than a collection 
of numbers and future combine results. 

“Our guys see the way he prepares. They 
see how important it is to him and how 
unselfish he is,” wide receivers coach Matt 
Lubick said in the spring. “He never wants 
any credit; he always gives it to everybody 
else, and they learn from that. 

“As a player, you want to please that guy. 
Our guys want to run through a wall for that 
guy because he’s such a good person.” 


Oregon’s Lockdown Corner 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO | Photo by AP Photo/Ryan Kang 


regon cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
surprised most by returning for his 
senior season. 


He was projected as a first- or second- 
round pick after his junior year, when he 
earned first-team All-Pac-12 honors for the 
second time and was an All-American. There 
wasn’t much else for him to prove. Analyst 
Bucky Brooks of the NFL Network referred 
to Ekpre-Olomu as “the premier cover corner 
in college football” and that he “displays a 
game that reminds some of Darrelle Revis.” 

Ekpre-Olomu cited “unfinished business” 
as one of the reasons for his return to college, 
and he did indeed help the Ducks take further 
steps in 2014. Oregon won the Pac-12 title 
for the first time since 2011, and Ekpre-Olo- 
mu sparked a resurgent secondary in which 
he was the only returning starter. 

That secondary, with Ekpre-Olomu as a 
pillar, became an Oregon strength. Troy Hill 
became a second shutdown corner, and safety 
Erick Dargan came up with a team-high six 
interceptions. 

Ekpre-Olomu’s numbers are modest — 


two interceptions, nine other pass break-ups 
and 63 tackles, good for seventh on the team. 
Injuries to his left foot were troublesome at 
various points of the season, and he missed 
most of the Utah game in early November. 

He might have suffered early in the season 
from opposing quarterbacks being unwilling 
to challenge him, and then he got antsy to 
make the highlight play. 

“What I think he suffered from the most 
early in the season was kind of the Deion 
Sanders syndrome; he thought no one should 
catch a pass against him,” said FOX Sports 
analyst Joel Klatt. 

“T think he pressed a little bit at that time 
and got down in the dumps when a guy 
would catch a 6-yard hitch or a 12-yard 
curl route. The reality is, those will happen. 
I think he took some chances early in the sea- 
son that led to some bigger plays because he 
thought he should bat down every single ball 
or have 10 interceptions. 

“Later in the season, we saw him play 


more like himself. I think he is a wonder- 
ful player. What makes him great to me is 


footwork and hip movement.” 

By the end of the regular season, Ekpre- 
Olomu (5-10, 195) was selected first-team 
All-Pac-12 for a third time and had accepted 
an invitation to the Senior Bowl. All his NFL 
dreams are still sitting right where he left 
them. NFLDraftScout.com projects him on the 
edge of late first round, early second round. 

He’s a full-service cornerback, known for 
his tackling and blitzing, as well as his cover- 
age skills. And that’s not all. 

“The No. | thing in my eyes that Ifo 
has done is he has become a leader of the 
defense, not just the leader of the secondary. 
That’s so big,” Oregon defensive coordinator 
Don Pellum said in early December. “A lot 
of times you have great players, but they stay 
within their positions and they don’t reach 
out to the other groups. 

“Ifo’s been fabulous. He talks to everyone; 
he corrects everyone; he coaches everyone. 

I think that’s where he has made his biggest 
impact. His play the last three years has been 
fabulous, but now he’s added the leadership 
component to it.” 


“GAME 1 


August 30, 2014 


Oregon 62 
South Dakota 13 


The Ducks rolled 

} against the lower- 
division Coyotes, piling 
Up 466 yards in the first 
half and leading 41-13 
at the break. Marcus 
Mariota took a seat " 
following halftime after 

|} accounting for four — 
touchdowns — three — 
by passing — as the ~ 
Ducks gave experience 
to young players and 
newcomers in the easy 
win. 


Phato by Susan Ragan-USA TODAY Sports 


2 
GAME 2 
September 6, 2014 


Oregon 46 
Michigan State 27 


The Spartans scored 
20 points in a row to 
take a 27-18 lead, but 
the Ducks actually 
wore down’a physical 
Michigan State team. 
Marcus Mariota’s'pair 
| of third-quarter TD 
| passes gave Oregon a 
) 32-27 lead, and Royce 
Freeman rushed for 
two scores in the fourth - 
quarter, including one 
at the end of a 96-yard 
drive. 


Photo by Brian Murphy via AP images 


GAME 3 


September 13, 2014 


Oregon 
Wyoming 


_, With an 11 a.m. kickoff, 
the Ducks had a sleepy 
start, falling behind 

7-0 before answering 
the wake-up call 

and running off 44 
consecutive points. 
Marcus Mariota passed 
for two touchdowns 
and ran for two more, 
including a somersault 
into the end zone in the 
second quarter. Safety 
Erick Dargan had two 
interceptions. 


Photo by Scott Oimos-USA TODAY Sports 


September 20, 2014 


38 
Washington State 31 


An injury-plaguied 

+» offensive line-was.a 
problem as Marcus 
Mariota was sacked 
seven times, and"the 
game was tied at 21 at 
halftime. But Mariota 
completed 21 of 25 
passes for 329 yards 
and five touchdowns, 
including a go-ahead 


strike to Keanon Lowe a ae nent te 


Ea AES 
= with’5:33'left. WSU’s ; ot rape 
* last chance ended at vs 
Oregon’s 38. 


Photo by James Snook-USA TODAY Sports 
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GAME 5 


October 2, 2014 


| Arizona 


Oregon 


31 

24 p 
£ 

The Wildcats, in Winning soa 
their second in ayrow 
over Oregon, scored 
four second-half 
touchdowns and fan 
for 208 yards) The 
Ducks were trying t 

‘drive for a tying sco 

but UA linebacker 


“Scooby Wright sacked 
us Mariota and 
‘stripped the ball from 
him with about two 
minutes left. The Ducks 


GAME 6 


October 11, 2014 


- Oregon bounced back 
in a sharp way ina 
game that was not as 
close as the final score 
indicated. The Ducks 
led 21-3 and then 
35-10 by midway 
through the third quarter. 
Royce Freeman ran for 
121 yards and Marcus 
Mariota accounted for 
four touchdowns, giving 
him more than 100 for 
his career. 


Photo by Robert Hanashiro-USA TODAY Sports 


October 18, 2014 


Oregon 
Washington 


Oregon easily won 

its 11th consecutive 
game over Washington 
— the longest streak 
by either team in the 
series. The Ducks 
won the battle against 
the Huskies’ talented 
defensive front seven, 
as Royce Freeman ran 
for 169 yards and four 
touchdowns, three 
coming in the first half. 
U-Dub managed just 
317 total yards. 


Photo by Scott o8{USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 8 


“October 24, 2014 © 


Oregon 
California 


Marcus Mariota passed 
for 326 yards, moving 
past Bill Musgrave and 
becoming the school’s 
career passing leader. 
It was a wild offensive 
; game in the first half, 
with the Ducks leading 
38-28 at the break, 
» including a 58-yard 
» punt return for a score 
by Oregon’s electric 
freshman Charles 
Nelson. Two TDs early 
in the third quarter gave 
UO breathing room. 


Photo by Cary Eémondson-USA TODAY Sports 


ing 


November 1, 2014 


Oregon 
Stanford 


Avenging two 
consecutive losses to 
the Cardinal, Oregon 
scored touchdowns 

on its first three 
possessions against a 
Stanford defense that 
had been allowing only, 
12.5 points per game. 
Oregon rushed for 267 
yards, pulling away after 
the Cardinal cut the 
deficit to 24-16. Oregon 


ended Stanford’s streak — 


of 31 games with hold 
ing an opponent un 
30 points. 


Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports: 


CARDINAT 


—— 


November 8, 2014 


| The game will be 
long-remembered for 
a 14-point swing, as 
Utah’s Kaelin Clay 
dropped the ball before 
reaching the goal line, 
and Oregon returned 
the fumble 100 yards 
for a score. Instead of 
being down 14-0, the 
Ducks were tied at 7. 
The Ducks held a 30-27 
lead early in the fourth 
quarter, and then scored 
the final 21 points in the 
win. 


Photo by Russ Isabella-USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 11 


” November 22, 2014 
.. Oregon 
Colorado 

The Ducks simply 
dominated on Senior 
Day with Marcus 
Mariota accounting for 
396 yards of offense, 
becoming only the sixth 
player in major college 


history to reach 9,000 
career passing yards 


and 2,000 rushing 
yards. Royce Freeman 
topped 1,000 rushing 
yards for the season, 
extending his school 
freshman record. 


Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports 


GAME 12 


November 29, 2014 


Oregon 47 
Oregon State 19 


Marcus Mariota 
bolstered his late- 
season Heisman 

case with six total 
touchdowns, including 
four in the first half. 
Mariota passed for 367 
yards and surpassed 
4,000 total yards for 
the second time in his 
career. The Ducks led 
30-3 at halftime and 
coasted toward an 
11-win regular season 
(8-1 Pac-12) for the third 
time in school history. 


Photo by Scott Olmas-USA TODAY Sports 
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AMPIONSHIP GAME 


OREGON 
“ARIZONA 


December 5, 2014 / 51-13 / Levi’s Stadium / 45,618 


he No. 2 Oregon Ducks assured 

themselves a berth in the four-team 

national championship playoff by 
beating the No. 7 Arizona Wildcats 51-13 in 
the Pac-12 Championship Game at Levi's 
Stadium. 

The Ducks (12-1) dominated the game, 
outgaining Arizona 627-224 and avenging 
their only loss of the season — a 31-24 
Arizona victory in Eugene, Ore., on 
Oct. 2. 

Oregon scored more than 40 points for 
the eighth consecutive game, and Ducks 
quarterback Marcus Mariota improved his 
Heisman Trophy chances by completing 
25 of 38 passes for 303 yards and two 
touchdowns with no interceptions. He 
also rushed for three touchdowns and has 
accounted for a conference-record 53 touch- 
downs this season. 

Freshman running back Royce Freeman 
rushed for 114 yards for Oregon. 

The Ducks are ranked No. 2 in the final 
College Football Playoff rankings. Oregon 
will play its semifinal game against Florida 
State in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1. 

The Wildcats (10-3) used three quarter- 
backs, but none of them had much success 
against Oregon’s defense, which is not 
considered the team’s strength. 

Oregon dominated the first half, outgain- 
ing Arizona, 379-25, and taking a 23-0 lead 
into halftime. 

Arizona, which had won its past two 
games against Oregon by rolling up a lot of 


yardage on the ground, had minus-9 rushing 


HEY OFFENSIVE PLAYER 


QB Marcus Mariota — He accounted 
for five touchdowns, including a career- 
high three on the ground, and he reached 
career totals of 12,000 yards of total of- 
fense, 10,000 passing yards and 100 
touchdown passes. And he didn’t commit 
a turnover against an Arizona team that 
had six off him in three previous meetings. 


HEY DEFENSIVE BLAVER 

DE DeForest Buckner — The 
Oregon defensive line overwhelmed 
Arizona’s offensive line, and Buckner led 
the way with a team-high seven tackles, 
including a sack and 1.5 tackles for loss. 
Buckner and the Ducks shut down the 
running game and made Arizona one- 
dimensional. 


DEFINING MOMENT 


Oregon was dominating, but was still 
letting Arizona hang around, up just 13-0 
late in the first half. Then, on third-and-15 
from the Oregon 16, Charles Nelson went 
on a tackle-shredding 73-yard catch- 
and-run that set up a Marcus Mariota 
touchdown run for a 20-0 lead with 1:34 
left before halftime, taking some fight out 
of the Wildcats. 


yards in the first half on 13 carries, which 
included three sacks. 

Mariota was 12 for 23 for 102 yards in 
the first half, and Freeman had 90 yards 


rushing on 15 carries by halftime. 

Arizona quarterback Anu Solomon was 
6 of 12 for 34 yards in the first half. 

Oregon scored on its opening possession, 
going 64 yards in nine plays before Aidan 
Schneider kicked a 34-yard field goal on the 
10th play of the drive to give the Ducks 
a 3-0 lead. 

The Ducks scored again after recover- 
ing a fumble by Arizona’s Tyrell Johnson 
at the Arizona 37-yard line on the ensuing 
kickoff. An apparent 37-yard touchdown 
run by Freeman was negated by a holding 
penalty. After being pushed back to the 
47, the Ducks drove to the 5 
before Schneider kicked his second field 


-yard line 


goal, this one a 22-yarder that made it 
6-0. 

Oregon failed to score after getting 
to the Arizona 2-inch line in the second 
quarter, but the Ducks scored the game’s 
first touchdown on their next possession. 
Mariota’s 7-yard scoring run completed a 
39-yard drive that gave the Ducks a 13-0 
lead midway through the second quarter. 
Oregon was aided on that drive by a pass 
interference call on Arizona safety Williams 
Parks that gave the Ducks 
a first down at the 7-yard line. 

A 74-yard reception by wide receiver 
Charles Nelson set up the Ducks’ next 
touchdown, which was scored on Mariota’s 
4-yard scoring run with 1:34 left in the half 
to make it a 20-0 game. 

Schneider added a 23-yard field goal on 
the final play of the half. 


SCOREBOARD 


Scoring Summary Team Statistics 


First Quarter 


11:30 ORE — Aidan Schneider 34 yd field goal 10 plays, 64 yards, 
TOP 3:39, OR 3 - ARO 

7:55 ORE — Aidan Schneider 22 yd field goal 10 plays, 32 yards, 
TOP 3:26, OR 6 - ARO 


Second Quarter 


7:27 ORE — Marcus Mariota 7 yd run (Aidan Schneider kick) 

5 plays, 39 yards, TOP 1:10, OR 13 - ARO 

1:34 ORE — Marcus Mariota 4 yd run (Aidan Schneider kick) 

6 plays, 79 yards, TOP 2:21, OR 20 - ARO 

00:00 ORE — Aidan Schneider 31 yd field goal 7 plays, 63 yards, 
TOP 1:07, OR 23 - ARO 


Thitd Quarter 


10:37 ORE — Devon Allen 4 yd pass from Marcus Mariota 
(Aidan Schneider kick) 6 plays, 47 yards, TOP 2:00, OR 30 - ARO 
9:34 ARIZ — Cayleb Jones 69 yd pass from Jesse Scroggins Ill, 
(Casey Skowron kick) 2 plays, 70 yards, TOP 0:54, OR 30 - AR 7 
7:59 ORE — Darren Carrington 11 yd pass from Marcus Mariota 
(Aidan Schneider kick) 4 plays, 68 yards, TOP 1:24, OR 37 - AR7 
4:54 ORE — Marcus Mariota 1 yd run (Aidan Schneider kick) 

5 plays, 23 yards, TOP 1:39, OR 44 - AR7 


Fourth Quarter 


4:12 ORE — Kenny Bassett 19 yd run (Aidan Schneider kick) 
10 plays, 64 yards, TOP 6:07, OR 51 - AR 7 
00:00 ARIZ — Jerrard Randall 25 yd run 1 play, 25 yards, TOP 0:07, OR 51 - AR 13 


Byron Marshall 


Photo by Kirby Lee-USA TODAY Sports 


FIRST DOWNS 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
PASSING YDS (NET) 
Passes Att-Comp-int 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
Fumble Returns-Yards 
Punt Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 
Punts (Number-Avg) 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


ARIZ 
10 
35-111 
113 
26-9-1 
61-224 
0-0 
0-0 
8-211 
0-0 
10-44.5 
1-1 


Individual Statistics 


Arizona No. Gain Loss Net TD 
Jerrard Randall 11 87 613 74 1 
Nick Wilson 13 26 «20 26 0 
Jesse Scroggins Ill 3 19 O 19 0 
Terris Jones-Grigsby 2 15; 0 15 0 
Anu Solomon 6 6 29 = -23 0 
Oregon No. Gain Loss Net TD 
Royce Freeman 21° ta Qe 0 
Charles Nelson 4 44 0 44 0 
Kenny Bassett 5 40 O 40 1 
Marcus Mariota 10 33 0 33 3 
Byron Marshall 6 31.0 31 0 
Kani Benoit 4 24. «0 24 0 
Keanon Lowe 1 9 ° .0 9 0 
Ayele Forde 1 me it) 5 0 
Lane Roseberry 2 tO 1 0 


Arizona Cmp-Att-int 
Anu Solomon 6-12-0 
Jesse Scroggins Ill 3-9-1 
Jerrard Randall 0-5-0 
Oregon Cmp-Att-Int 
Marcus Mariota 25-38-0 
Jeff Lockie 2-2-0 


Arizona 
Austin Hill 
Cayleb Jones 
Trey Griffey 
David Richards 
Samajie Grant 
DaVonte Neal 


Oregon 

Darren Carrington 
Charles Nelson 
Devon Allen 
Byron Marshall 
Johnathan Loyd 
Royce Freeman 


=anaarne = Sr toes & 


Yds 1D 
34 «0 
7Si A 

0 oO 

Yds TD 

3032 
om a0 


Yds TD 
19 0 
71 1 
10 0 

6 0 
4 0 
3 0 

Yds TD 

126 1 

104 0 
36 1 
23 0 
13 0 
14 0 


Lg Avg. 
25 6.7 
8 2.0 
7 6.3 
10 7.5 
4 -3.8 
Lg Avg. 
23 5.4 
33: 91-0 
19 8.0 
7 3.3 
10 5.2 
12 6.0 
9 9.0 
5 5.0 
1 0.5 


Receiving 


NO NAME POS. HT WT CL Hometown 
11 Bralon Addison WR 5-10 190 Jr. Missouri City, TX 
12 Taylor Alie QB 6-0 175 Fr. Eugene 
1 Chance Allen WR 6-2 200 So. Missouri City, TX 
5 Devon Allen WR 6-0 185 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
29 Stephen Amoako DB 5-11 185 So, Arlington, TX 
9 Arik Armstead DL 6-8 290 Jr. Sacramento, CA 
51 Isaac Ava LB 5-10 265 Sr. Ewa Beach, HI 
65 Stetzon Bair OL 6-9 290 Jr. St. Anthony, ID 
56 Alex Balducci DL 6-4 310 Jr. Portland 
31 Kenny Bassett RB §-9 185 Sr. Beverly Hills, CA 
81 Evan Baylis TE 6-6 250 So, Centennial, CO 
36 Kani Benoit RB 6-0 205 Fr, Phoenix, AZ 
27 Jeff Bieber WR 6-2 178 Fr Beaverton 
57 Doug Brenner OL 6-2 305 Fr Portland 
15 Jalen Brown WR 6-1 188 Fr, Phoenix, AZ 
85 Pharaoh Brown TE 6-6 250 Jr Lyndhurst, OH 
44 DeForest Buckner OL 6-7 290 Jr. Waianae, HI 
58 Tanner Carew LS 6-1 200 Fr. La Verne, CA 
42 Cody Carriger LB 6-6 240 So. Butte, MT 
87 Darren Carrington WA 6-2 191 Fr San Diego, CA 
33 Tyson Coleman LB 6-1 235 Jt. Lake Oswego 
73 Tyrell Crosby OL 6-5 310 Fr. Henderson, NV 
19 Austin Daich WR 6-3 200 So. Aptos, CA 
45 TJ. Daniel OL 6-6 270 So. Oakland, CA 
8 Reggie Daniels DB 6-1 205 So. Chandler, AZ 
4 ~~ Erick Dargan DB 5-11 210 Sr. Pittsburg, CA 
67 Tanner Davies OL 6-3 294 Fr. Eugene 
5 Issac Dixon DB 5-11 197 Jr Opa Locka, FL 
71 Braden Eggert OL 6-6 320 Fr. Napa, CA 
93 Alec Eickert PK 5-10 175 Jr. St. Charles, IL 
14 Ifo Ekpre-Olomu DB 5-10 195 Sr. Chino Hills, CA 
26 Casey Eugenio RB 5-8 176 Fr San Clemente, CA 
52 Ivan Faulhaber LB 6-2 224 Fr. Eugene 
75 Jake Fisher OL 6-6 300 Sr. Traverse City, MI 
80 Ayele Forde RB 5-7 181 Sr. Victorville, CA 
21 Royce Freeman RB 6-0 229 Fr. Imperial, CA 
96 Christian French LB 6-5 245 Jr. Cedar Rapids, |A 
57 Mike Garrity LB 6-1 235 Sr. San Carlos, CA 
97 Will Genske TE 6-4 215 Fr. Pasadena, CA 
74 Elijah George OL 6-5 275 Fr. Las Vegas, NV 
55  Hroniss Grasu OL 6-3 297 Sr. Los Angeles, CA 
3 ‘Ty Griffin QB 6-0 191 Fr. Powder Springs, CA 
48 Rodney Hardrick LB 6-1 247 dr. Colton, CA 
6 Dominique Harrison DB 5-11 175 dr. Tracy, CA 
32 Eddie Heard LB 6-3 245 So. Oakland, CA 
13. Troy Hill DB 5-11 175 Sr. Youngstown, OH 
11 Justin Hollins LB 6-6 220 Fr Arlington, TX 
78 Cameron Hunt OL 6-4 290 So, Corona, CA 
25 Glen Ihenacho DB 5-11 185 Fr. Gardena, CA 
20 Tony James RB §-9 180 Fr. Gainesville, FL 
97 Jalen Jelks OL 6-6 268 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
53 Connor Johnson Ls 6-3 222 Fr. Moorpark, CA 
64 Tyler Johnstone OL 6-6 289 Jr. Chandler, AZ 
37 J.J. Jones RB 5-9 170 So, Los Angeles, CA 
80 Koa Ka’al TE 6-4 245 Jr. Honolulu, HI 
99 Sam Kamp DL 6-4 290 Jr, Mesa, AZ 
23 B.J. Kelley WR 6-2 185 Jr Fresno, CA 
40 Jesse Kelly PK 6-0 168 Fr. Ventura, CA 


t [| 
NO NAME POS HT WT cL Hometown 
94 Jonathan Kenion DL §-2 275 Fr. Happy Valley 
98 Jordan Kurahara OL 6-8 220 Fr. Sherwood 
41 Jarret LaCoste RB 5-11 199 dr. Albany 
17 Jeff Lockie OB 6-2 200 So. Alamo, CA 
77 Haniteli Lousi OL 6-5 308 dr. Fremont, CA 
7 Keanon Lowe wR 5-9 186 Sr. Portland 
10 Johnathan Loyd WR 5-8 165 Sr. Las Vegas, NV 
16 Morgan Mahalak OB 6-3 195 Fr. Kentfield, CA 
50 Austin Maloata OL 6-1 313 Fr, Corona, CA 
22 Derrick Malone Jr. LB 6-2 220 Sr. Colton, CA 
37 Michael Manns DB 5-11 172 So. Molalla 
8 Marcus Mariota OB 6-4 219 de, Honolulu, HI 
9 Byron Marshall RB 5-10 205 Jr. San Jose, CA 
3 Dior Mathis DB 5-9 179 Sr Detroit, Mil 
46 Danny Mattingly LB 6-5 235 Fr. Spokane, WA 
57 Ryan McCandless LB 6-2 225 dr. Santa Rosa, CA 
90 Jake McCreath TE 6-3 242 So. Ripon, CA 
70 Matt McFadden OL 6-4 300 So. Novato, CA 
21 Mattrell McGraw DB 5-10 180 Fr. New Orleans 
66 Devin Melendez LS 6-2 205 Fr. La Habra, CA 
63 Davis Miyashiro OL 6-2 300 Fr. Honolulu, HI 
92 Henry Mondeaux OL 6-5 256 Fr. Portland 
83. Johnny Mundt TE 6-4 250 So. Modesto, CA 
6 Charles Nelson WR 5-9 170 Fr. Daytona Beach, FL 
26 Khalil Oliver OB 6-1 197 Fr. Meridian, |D 
62 Matt Pierson OL 6-6 285 Jr. West Linn 
76 Jake Pisarcik OL 6-2 295 Fr. Medford, NU 
68 Jamal Prater OL 6-4 296 Jr. Etiwanda, CA 
86 Torrodney Prevot LB 6-3 222 So. Houston, TX 
27 Johnny Ragin Ill LB 6-3 225 So. Wilsonville 
2 Tyree Robinson DB 6-4 200 Fr. San Diego, CA 
34 Lane Roseberry RB 6-1 233 So. Bly 
41 Aidan Schneider PK 6-4 240 Fr. Portland 
82 Zac Schuller WR 5-10 180 Jr. Moss Beach, CA 
12 Chris Seisay OB 6-1 187 Fr. American Canyon, CA 
93 Jason Sloan DL 6-3 210 Fr Salem 
48 Eric Solis PK 5-10 192 Sr. Panorama, CA 
1 Arrion Springs DB 5-11 203 Fr. San Antonio, TX 
85 Dwayne Stanford WR 6-5 201 So. Cincinnati, OH 
95 Spencer Stark DL 6-2 270 Fr. Modesto, CA 
54 Hamani Stevens OL 6-3 307 Sr. Hemet, CA 
40 Taylor Stinson TE 6-5 225 Fr. Happy Valley 
61 Brigham Stoehr OL 6-0 274 Fr Moorpark, CA 
18 Jimmie Swain LB 6-3 225 Fr. Olathe, KS 
55 Tui Talia OL 6-5 285 Jr. Concord, CA 
89 Chris Tewhill WR 5-8 180 So. Corte Madera 
59 Grant Thompson LB 5-11 230 Sr. Cottage Grove 
24 Thomas Tyner RB §-11 215 So. Aloha 
79 ~ Evan Voeller OL 6-5 295 Fr. West Linn 
35 Joe Walker LB 6-2 240 Jr. Palos Verdes, CA 
91 Tony Washington LB 6-3 250 Sr. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
60 Jim Weber OL 6-2 257 Fr. Beaverton 
38 lan Wheeler P 6-0 200 Fr. Demorest, GA 
17 Juwaan Williams DB 6-0 190 Fr. Tucker, GA 
49 Matt Wogan PK 6-2 210 So. Indian Trail, NC 
43 Bronson Yim DB 5-10 185 Jr. Kapahulu, HI 
72 ~~ Andre Yruretagoyena OL 6-5 290 dr. Scottsdale, AZ 
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PREVIEW 


Saban-Meyer Coaching Clash Is One Of Many 
Appetizing Sugar Storylines 


orgive us if we don’t take the bait so 

much as taste it, savor it, consume 

it in tiny pieces, and if that means 
being reeled in, hey, we go more than will- 
ingly. Nick Saban vs. Urban Meyer — call it 
Alabama vs. Ohio State if you must — is just 
that tantalizing. 

What is the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans if 
not a matchup of the two best college football 
coaches of their era? Well, it’s more than that; 
it’s so much more than that. It’s a playoff 
game, merely one step — albeit a giant one — 
toward the national championship. 

It’s two collections of high-end, high- 
achieving, high-everything players. It’s two 
of the most avid fan bases in this or any 
sport. It’s power and speed and Xs and Os 
and #RollTide and #GoBucks and, by the 
way. dueling can-this-be-real quarterback 
stories, but more on that Jast part in a bit. 

Right in our faces, though, dangles Saban 
vs. Meyer, and it sure looks spectacular. It's 


BY STEVE GREENBERG 


the king vs. the king-like, | vs. 1A, the best 
there is vs. the best there was and might 

be again very soon. If the Crimson Tide 

is a heavy favorite in this game — and it 

is — only a fool would fail to see that the 
Buckeyes are, in Year 3 under Meyer, fast 
developing into the closest thing college 
football has to another Alabama. 

Forget the rest of the SEC. Forget the 
mind-blowingly good SEC West. What 
Meyer has done in Columbus already stands 
tall and straight against what Saban is doing 
in Tuscaloosa, and this might be only the 
first of several direct conflicts between the 
two that will shape the landscape in years to 
come. 

Goodness, wouldn't that be great theater? 

We’ ve watched them do battle before, 
unforgettably, when Meyer was at Florida. 
It was common to position Saban and Meyer 
as rivals then, and common to assume a pair 
of coaches driven beyond the norm, talented 


beyond reason and seemingly born to slug it 
out at the top of the heap and didn’t honestly 
care for each other's presence. 

“T consider him a good friend,” Saban 
says, “and certainly have a tremendous 
amount of personal respect for the kind of 
professional he is and the kind of coach he is 
and the kind of programs he has had.” 

Oh, really? 

“We always used to sit next to each other 
in SEC meetings,” “We've 
actually known each other a long time. 

(Our relationship) is very good.” 

Geez, that’s maybe the last thing we 

wanted to hear. 


Meyer says. 


Then again, it helps to humanize both 
coaches, and that fits with the work each has 
done in going 12-1 in 2014, 

This has been an interesting ride for 


Saban. Long known for the same things in 
his time at Alabama — blistering defenses, 
old-school offenses, massive intimidation — 


the Nicktator has had to feel his way through 
the current season. For the first time in seven 
years, the Tide didn’t top the SEC charts in 
scoring defense and total defense. They were 
up there, mind you, but not typical in their 
effectiveness. 

Offensively, they aren’t strapped to the 
gills with power runs and clock-chewing 
physicality. The Tide is running quarterback 
Blake Sims, throwing the ball hither and yon 
and even speeding up the tempo, a tactic 
Saban has railed against in the past. 

And another thing: Like never before, 
Saban is sharing the stage — not the mi- 
crophone, but the credit — with one of his 
assistant coaches. That would be offensive 
coordinator Lane Kiffin, whose name has 
been written and spoken at least as often as 
Saban’s in the national media all season. 
Kiffin is a polarizing figure, yes, but also 
a man with undeniable gifts. Saban, the 
ultimate program CEO, but still a defensive 
coach in his gut, has, to his own credit, given 
Kiffin a wide and necessary berth. 

It has been an utterly fascinating ride, 
meanwhile, for Meyer. What has he done 
best, aside from building big-time winners 
at Bowling Green, Utah, Florida and Ohio 
State? Aside from recruiting with champion- 
ship fervor and crushing conference foes as 
he has done in the Big Ten, where his teams 
are unbeaten in the regular season over three 
seasons? Meyer has turned quarterbacks, 
some blue-chip recruits, others not, into 
straight-up superstars. 

Look no further than Braxton Miller ... and 
then J.T. Barrett ... and then Cardale Jones. 
If anyone ever needed evidence of Meyer’s 
coach-’em-up gift with signal-callers, they 
got it with what he has done since three-year 
starter Miller, a senior, went down with 
a season-ending injury to his throwing 
shoulder during training camp. 

Barrett, a redshirt freshman, stepped in 
and did the nearly unbelievable, passing 
for 2,834 yards and 34 touchdowns and 
rushing for 938 and another 11 scores. He 
was high on Heisman lists until a gruesome 
ankle injury in the team’s next-to-last game. 
On came redshirt sophomore Jones, who 
mopped up against Michigan and then played 
like a veteran in the Big Ten title game 


Photo by Zach Bolinger Icon Sportswire via AP Images 


against Wisconsin: 12 completions in 17 
attempts, 257 yards and three touchdowns, 
with no interceptions. 

“Cardale came in when we came in,” 
Meyer said. “He’s been in every meeting 
with our quarterback coach.” 

Throw Meyer a curveball when he’s sitting 
dead red, and somehow he comes off like he 
was expecting it. Jones was an afterthought 
— mind you. a 6-5, 250-pound afterthought 
— as the Buckeyes worked through the long 
offseason. He was “immature,” according 
to Meyer, when he arrived in Columbus; 
coaches and academic staffers often had 
to wrangle him into some semblance of 
a classroom groove. But suddenly, he’s the 
most taken-seriously No. 3 the sport has seen 
in perhaps ever. How does this sort of thing 
happen? 

“He’s one of the most improved players 
I’ve ever been around,” Meyer said. 

Alabama’s Sims, likewise. is a success 
story that adds up only when the coaching 
is superb and the atmosphere is just right. 

A fifth-year senior, Sims has spent time as a 
running back and as a quarterback who, let’s 
face it, wasn’t ever supposed to be the guy. 
He sat for years behind AJ McCarron, one 
of the Winningest quarterbacks in college 
football! history. He seemed destined to sit 
again in 2014 behind Jacob Coker, a Florida 
State transfer with all the tools. 

Prior to this season, Sims’ biggest contn- 
bution to Alabama’s cause happened on the 
scout team, where he would mimic read- 
option quarterbacks whenever the Tide was 
set to face one of the offenses Saban doesn't 
entirely approve of. 

“1 don’t know that I’ve ever seen a 
player go through any more than Blake went 
through for four years as a player,” Saban 
said. “and never once did he ever not do 
whatever he needed to do to help the team.” 

As key to anything for Alabama in 2014 
is that Sims never stopped hoping he might 
make a bigger difference. It helped him win 
a starting job Saban insists never was beyond 
his grasp. 

“We went out and fought very hard 
through the summer and through the spring,” 
Sims said. “We told each other that the little 


things are going to count.” 


Sims’ leadership — introduced by Saban, 
infused by Kiffin — emboldened him to get 
his offensive teammates on board. Amari 
Cooper (115 receptions, 1,656 yards, 14 
touchdowns) is the best wideout in the coun- 
try: let’s start with that. But that means fewer 
carries for T.J. Yeldon and Derrick Henry 
than they might like. That means fewer 
touches — and a whole lot of downfield 
blocking — for gifted receivers DeAndrew 
White and Christion Jones. 

“T think that part of the reason that I love 
this team so much is we have great team 
chemistry,” Saban said. 

As the Tide prepared to take the field 
against Missouri in the SEC Championship 
Game, Saban had one of those human mo- 
ments with his quarterback. He stared deep 
into Sims’ eyes and dared him to play like 
Cool Hand Luke. 

Sims replied as one might expect a man of 
22 years to reply: “Who the hell is that?” 

Saban is 63 now. Meyer is only 50. 
Regardless of age, they're doing some of the 
best coaching of their lives. Each has had 
his moments of engine-revving in satisfying, 
though different, kinds of seasons. 

For Meyer, storming the playoff stage for 
the first run of college football’s latest post- 
season show wasn’t entirely expected. 

“L wasn't sure this year,” he said. 

“[ thought it might be next year that we 
would reach this, especially when we lost 
out quarterback.” 

He was referring to Miller. It could’ ve 
been Barrett. And Saban — whose program 
reloads like none other, but still lost a bevy 
of starters from 2013 — had to dig deep, too. 

“I’ve backed them when I needed to back 
them.” he said, “and I booted them in the 
butt when we needed to boot them in the 
butt. But they’ ve always responded the right 
way.” 

And now these teams have arrived on 
a grand stage, in a grand moment, and pitted 
their otherwise-peerless coaches against each 
other. It seems the Tide shouldn't lose to 
a Buckeyes team on its third quarterback, 
but who’s to say? Who’s to doubt Meyer? 
And no one ever doubts Saban. 

It's best vs. best. Coaches? Yes. Teams? 


Could be. A one-time deal? No chance. 
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Tentative Starting Lineups 


Alabama Offense 
No. 


6 
4 


.Name 

Blake Sims 

T.J. Yeldon 
DeAndrew White 
Amari Cooper 
Christion Jones 
Brian Vogler 
Cam Robinson 
Arie Kouandjio 
Ryan Kelly 

Leon Brown 
Austin Shepherd 
Adam Griffith 


Ohio State Offense 


Pos 
QB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 


Alabama Defense 
No. 


No. 


12 
15 


93 
86 
90 


15 


Name 

Cardale Jones 
Ezekiel Elliott 
Michael Thomas 
Devin Smith 
Evan Spencer 
Jeff Heuerman 
Taylor Decker 
Billy Price 
Jacoby Boren 
Pat Elflein 
Darryl Baldwin 
Sean Nuernberger 


Name 
Jonathan Allen 


A’Shawn Robinson 


Jarran Reed 
Denzell DeVall 
Xzavier Dickson 
Trey DePriest 
Reggie Ragland 
Eddie Jackson 
Cyrus Jones 
Landon Collins 
Nick Perry 

JK Scott 


Ohio State Defense 


Pos 
DE 
DT 
DT 
DE 
SLB 
MLB 
WLB 
CB 
CB 
SAF 
SAF 
P 


No. 


97 
92 
63 
88 
43 
14 
37 
13 
12 
23 
11 
95 


Name 
Joey Bosa 


Adolphus Washington 


Michael Bennett 
Steve Miller 
Darron Lee 
Curtis Grant 
Joshua Perry 

Eli Apple 

Doran Grant 
Tyvis Powell 
Vonn Bell 


Cameron Johnston 


WHEN ALABAMA HAS THE BALL 


labama was supposed to take a dip 
offensively in 2014 as it looked to 
replace quarterback AJ McCarron, 


a three-year starter who had guided the Crim- 
son Tide to two national championships and 
had them making a run at a third until falling 
victim to Auburn’s miracle finish. 

Coach Nick Saban also was looking for a 
new offensive coordinator after Doug Nuss- 
meier left for a similar post at Michigan. 

Saban quickly found his coordinator in 
Lane Kiffin, a controversial figure with 
largely unpopular head coaching stops at 
Tennessee and USC. Kiffin began the process 
of rehabilitating his image when he picked 
little-used senior quarterback Blake Sims 
over touted Florida State transfer Jake Coker 
in fall camp. 

Has there ever been a more successful 
marriage, football-wise? 

Kiffin gave the Tide a more aggressive 
approach, and Sims proved to be the perfect 
triggerman for his desires. The result was 
a similar point production (about a point less 
per game) to last season, but a boost of about 
37 yards a game in total offense, most of it 
(33) in the passing game. 

With Kiffin calling the shots, the Tide 
sometimes even took an up-tempo approach 
that Saban previously derided. Saban cred- 
ited Sims for his conversion. 

“We toyed with it early in the season, and 
we were a little bit of a work in progress in 
getting to it,” Saban said. “But because he 
executes it so well and makes really good 
reads, it’s been very, very beneficial to us. 
So he’s the reason we do that.” 


ON THE GROUND 


With its top three rushers returning, the 
Tide figured to feature a heavy dose of the 
ground attack. But Alabama had to deal with 
some bumps in the road, 

Running back Kenyan Drake was lost to a 
leg injury five games into the season, and TJ. 
Yeldon and Derrick Henry also dealt with 
health issues throughout the year. Yeldon 
missed the Western Carolina game late in the 
season to rest a tender ankle, and Henry was 
bothered by a shoulder problem early. 

Yeldon still rushed for a team-best 932 
yards and Henry, who adds a power aspect 


to the running game, was close behind with 
895. They each rushed for 10 touchdowns, 
With the added threat of Sims as a runner, 
the Tide produced nearly 210 yards per 
outing with its ground game. 

The thing to note here is that Ohio State, 
in the Big Ten title game against Wisconsin, 
stuffed Heisman candidate Melvin Gordon, 
limiting him to 76 yards on 26 attempts. 


THROUGH THE AIR 


Sims’ running success came as no surprise, 


but he also quickly established himself as a 
passer, beginning the season by completing 
24 of 33 attempts for 250 yards in the opener 
against West Virginia in his starting debut. 
His numbers ended up very similar to the 
ones McCarron posted a year earlier — 230 


tion percentage of 64.8 to McCarron’s 67.3, 
and 26 touchdown passes to McCarron’s 28. 
Sims had seven interceptions (three coming 
in the Auburn game), same as McCarron, and 
he threw for more yards, averaging 250 per 
game to McCarron’s 236. 

Of course, it helped that Sims had the 
nation’s best receiver in Amari Cooper. After 
catching 45 passes for 736 yards and four 
touchdowns as a sophomore in 2013, Cooper 
broke out with 115 receptions for 1,656 yards 
and 14 touchdowns this fall. 

“He’s one of the best receivers ever to play 
college football,” Ohio State coach Urban 
Meyer said, “and they use him at every 
position. They use him as a matchup guy in 
screens and quick screens, but he’s the best 
downfield threat in the game right now.” 


completions to McCarron’s 226, a comple- — Paul Borden 
Rushing Att. Avg. TD Yds Yds/Game 
TJ. Yeldon 184 5.1 10 932 (60th nationally) 
Derrick Henry 159 5.6 10 895 68.8 (82nd) 
Blake Sims 73 4.4 6 321 24.7 
Tyren Jones 36 6.2 2 224 22.4 
Alabama offense 533 5.1 32 2,723 209.5 (34th) 
Ohio State defense 470 3.9 21 1,818 139.8 (33rd) 
Passing Comp. Att. Int. Pct. Yards TDs Yds/Game 
Blake Sims 230 355 7 648 3,250 26 250.0 (29th) 
Jake Coker 38 659 0—0s«4.4 403 4 67.2 
Alabama offense 268 415 7 646 3,653 30 281.0 (21st) 
Ohio State defense 230 421 21 546 2446 13 188.2 (17th) 
Receiving Rec. Yards Avg. Long TDs Yds/Game 
Amari Cooper 115 1,656 144 80 14 127.4 (2nd) 
DeAndrew White 37 439 11.9 58 4 39.9 
Christion Jones 19 264 13.9 41 1 20.3 
O.J. Howard 15 246 = 16.4 53 0 18.9 
T.J. Yeldon 15 180 = 12.0 37 1 15.0 
Chris Black 13 178 = 13.7 26 0 17.8 
ArDarius Stewart 12 149° «12.4 40 0 12.4 
Jalston Fowler i) UWS “1258 35 2 8.8 
Alabama offense 268 3,653 = 13.6 87 30 = 281.0 (21st) 
Total offense Plays Rush Pass Yards Yds/Play Yds/Game 
Alabama offense 948 2,723 3,653 6,376 6.7 490.5 (16th) 
Ohio State defense 891 1,818 2,446 4,264 4.8 328.0 (15th) 
Scoring TDs = =XP 2ptXP FG ss Saf Pts/Game 
Alabama score 63 —s«58 1 14 1 37.1 (16th) 
Ohio State allow 36 35 0 8 0 21.2 (23rd) 


WHEN OHIO STATE HAS THE BALL 


hio State had to survive two jolts to 
its offense. 
One came when quarterback 


Braxton Miller sustained a season-ending 
shoulder injury in fall camp. 

The next came when replacement J.T. 
Barrett, who had compiled Heisman-like num- 
bers as a redshirt freshman as he matured on 
the job, broke his ankle in the Michigan game 
and was lost for the rest of the season. 

But at least for one game, Barrett’s 
replacement, sophomore Cardale Jones, was 
up to the job in leading the 59-0 rout of Wis- 
consin in the Big Ten title game. Jones had 
played only sparingly in two seasons before 
jumping onto the big stage. 

“T knew he had the talent to throw the ball 
and execute,” coach Urban Meyer said, “but 
I figured there would be first-game jitters. 
There was none of that.” 

Alabama coach Nick Saban likened Jones’ 
situation to what his quarterback, Blake 
Sims, faced as he went into his senior year as 
a first-time starter. 

“Obviously, he played very, very well 
when he played,” Saban said of Jones, “Blake 
started out this season where he hadn't played 
in any games, and he certainly did a good job 
of playing and improving, becoming a great 
leader for his team and making a lot of plays 
that got his team where they are.” 

In this high-scoring era, Alabama held 
opponents below 25 points a national-best 
12 times (Auburn went for 44). Ohio State. 
meanwhile, scored at least 25 points in all 
but one game. 


ON THE GROUND 


Barrett’s loss takes a big chunk out of 
Ohio State’s running game. Barrett was 
approaching a 1,000-yard season before his 
injury; his 938 yards rank second on the team 
to running back Ezekiel Elliott’s 1 402. 
Barrett also rushed for 1] touchdowns, 
which led the team when he went down. 

Jones had a 20-yard run against Wisconsin, 
but ended up with a net of only nine yards 
on eight rushes after his yardage losses were 
deducted, For the season, though, he has 215 
yards rushing and averages 6.3 per carry. 

Elliott rushed for a career-high and Big Ten 
Championship Game record 220 yards against 


the Badgers on just 20 carries, The sophomore 
got 81 of those yards on a first-quarter touch- 
down run. He later scored his 12th touchdown 
of the season on a 14-yard run, 

The question will be who is going to give 
the Buckeyes an effective alternative when 
Elliott needs a break facing the nation’s 
second-stingiest rushing defense. Freshman 
Curtis Samuel tacked on two second-half 
touchdowns in the Big 12 title game. Elliott 
and Jones accounted for 28 of Ohio State's 
38 runs against the Badgers. 


THROUGH THE AIR 


With such a small sample to analyze, 
Saban isn’t sure what to expect from Jones. 

“I'm not sure that we're going to be able 
to see him — everything he is capable of 


a lot of respect for the way he’s played when 
he’s played.” 

Jones completed 12 of 17 attempts against 
Wisconsin for 257 yards, matching the num- 
ber of attempts he had in seven appearances 
coming into the game. All three of his touch- 
down passes went to wide receiver Devin 
Smith, covering 39, 44 and 42 yards. 

Smith gives the Buckeyes the ability to strike 
for big plays, He has a long reception of 80 
yards and has averaged nearly 27 yards on his 
30 receptions, Leading receiver Michael Thomas 
has a 79-yarder among his 43 catches. 

The ability to keep the pressure off Jones 
could be critical, Alabama’s defense likely will 
amp up its rush to try (o rattle the young, inex- 
perienced quarterback, and the Buckeyes have 
given up 24 sacks. The Tide has recorded 29, 


doing,” Saban said. “But we certainly have — Paul Borden 
Rushing Att. Avg. TD Yds Yds/Game 
Ezekiel Elliott 217 6.5 12 1,402 (25th nationally) 
J.T. Barrett 171 55 11 938 78.2 (57th) 
Curtis Samuel 56 6.7 6 376 28.9 
Cardale Jones 34 6.3 0 215 26.9 
Jalin Marshall 20 6.6 1 131 10.1 
Ohio State offense 587 5.8 34 3,390 260.8 (10th) 
Alabama defense 410 2.8 3 1,488 88.7 (2nd) 
Passing Comp. Att. Int. Pct. Yards TDs Yds/Game 
J.T, Barrett 203 «4314 «#10 64.6 2,834 34 236.2 (40th) 
Cardale Jones 22 34 #20 647 375 5 46.9 
Ohio State offense 225 350 10 64.3 3209 39 246.8 (49th) 
Alabamadefense 249 457 10 545 2,909 17 223.7 (58th) 
Receiving Rec. Yards Avg. Long TDs Yds/Game 
Michael Thomas 43 680 15.8 79 8 52.3 
Devin Smith 30 799 = 26.6 80 11 61.5 
Jalin Marshall 28 392 = 14.0 57 6 30.2 
Ezekiel Elliott 26 208 8.0 22 0 16.0 
Dontre Wilson 21 300 14.3 40 3 33.3 
Jeff Heuerman 17 2072S «12.2 32 2 17.2 
Corey Smith 17 174 = 10.2 25 0 14.5 
Nick Vannett 15 188 = 12.5 26 4 15.7 
Evan Spencer 14 142 10.1 22 3 10.9 
Curtis Samuel 10 87 8.7 30 0 6.7 
Ohio State offense 225 3,209 143 80 39 246.8 (49th) 
Total offense Plays Rush Pass Yards Yds/Play Yds/Game 
Ohio State offense 937 3,390 3,209 6,599 7.0 507.6 (8th) 
Alabama defense 867 1,152 2,909 4,061 47 312.4 (11th) 
Scoring TDs XP 2ptXP FG ss Saf Pts/Game 
Ohio Sate score 79 = 79 0 in| 1 45.2 (4th) 
Alabama allow 22 19 1 21 0 16.6 (4th) 


QUARTERBACKS 


Although third-string quarterback Cardale Jones, all 6-5, 250 pounds of him, looked great in the Big Ten title 
game win over Wisconsin, squaring off against Alabama’s defense with a month to prepare will be a much 
tougher challenge. With all-time single-season passing leader Blake Sims behind center, 
the Crimson Tide has a decided edge at this position. 


RUNNING BACKS 


Ezekiel Elliot (1,402 rushing yards; 12 TDs) has been a mainstay in the Buckeyes offensive attack all season 
long and his deceptive power can wear down an opponent. Alabama’s three-headed monster of T.J, Yeldon, 
Derrick Henry and fullback Jalston Fowler gave opponents fits down the stretch, with Henry serving 
as a fourth quarter closer and Fowler a nice receiving option. 


RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS 


Amari Cooper, the nation's leading receiver, DeAndrew White, Christion Jones and tight end 0.J, Howard give 
Sims plenty of skilled weapons in Lane Kiffin’s arsenal. Devin Smith is a home run hitter for the Buckeyes 
and Michael Thomas is a rangy option in the red-zone, as is tight end Jeff Heurman. 

H-back Jalin Marshall is a dynamic running/receiving threat. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


There were challenges with both teams offensive lines before the season began — Ohio State had to 
replace four starters, while Alabama had to find a new right guard and left tackle — but the two units have 
found a groove and are playing well. How well these two units play will be critical squaring off 
against talented defensive lines. 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


OSU end Joey Bosa and tackle Michael Bennett (6-2, 288) give the Buckeyes a tremendous inside-out pass 
rush, Bosa, the Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year, can dominate games. Likewise Alabama nose guard 
A’Shawn Robinson. Robinson is cat-quick and is a good pass rusher for a player his size (6-4, 320). 
Jonathan Allen has also been steady for the Tide. 


LINEBACKERS 


Both teams have been historically strong here, Bama’s Reggie Ragland is a ferocious hitter who’s always 
around the ball. Trey DePriest has played well down the stretch and Xzavier Dickson (8 sacks) is a terrific 
pass rusher from his JACK position, Ohio State’s Joshua Perry and Darron Lee are tackling machines. They 
are also solid in pass coverage. 


SECONDARY 


Alabama has been vulnerable against the deep ball this season, but it faced some great receivers all year 
long. Landon Collins, who hits like a missile, is as good as it gets at safety. Cyrus Jones has emerged 
at corner. The Buckeyes rank 18th nationally in pass defense behind the strong play of cornerback 
Doran Grant (five INTs) and safety Vonn Bell. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


OSU kicker Sean Nuernberger hit 11 of 18 field goal attempts and 5 of 10 from 40-49 yards. Conversely, 
Bama’s Adam Griffith was 12 of 19 and hit 4 of 7 from 40-49 yards. Crimson Tide punter JK Scott is a future 
pro. Christion Jones is a dynamic kick/punt returner. Likewise the Buckeyes’ Jalin Marshall is 
an electrifying playmaker. 
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FIVE SUGAR BOWL DRAFT PROSPECTS 


WR Amari Cooper* 
Alabama, Jr. (6-1, 202, 4.42) 

Defenses know Cooper is the Tide’s top of- 
fensive offensive playmaker — they just can’t 
stop him. He re-wrote the Alabama receiving 
record books with his 2014 performance, 
entering the Sugar Bowl with an SEC-record 
115 receptions for 1,656 yards and 14 scores. 
Cooper doesn’t have the physical traits of 
former Alabama receiver and top-10 pick 
Julio Jones, but he is outstanding in the two 
essential areas of playing the position: creat- 
ing separation and finishing catches. There 
are several general managers in the NFL who 
won't draft a wide receiver in the top 10 un- 
less he is rare (Calvin Johnson), but Cooper is 
as reliable as this draft class will offer. 


FS Landon Collins* 
Alabama, Jr. (6-0, 215, 4.53) 

It’s a good time to be a safety prospect, as 
the NFL is desperate for playmakers who can 
attack the run and play the deep-half of the 
field in coverage. Collins fits that descrip- 
tion with the tenacity of a linebacker, but the 
fluidity of a cornerback. He isn’t a finished 
product by any stretch and needs to improve 
his anticipation and recognition against the 
pass, but the physical and athletic traits for 
the position are why he’s so highly rated. 
Collins is a missile downhill attacking the 
run and is considered a better prospect than 
former Alabama safety Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, 
who was a first-round pick last year. Collins 
could be top-10 material. 


DT Michael Bennett 
Ohio State, Sr. (6-2, 288, 4.96) 

Bennett didn’t have an impressive start to 
2014, with only two tackles for loss and one 
sack through seven games, but he finished 
inspired with 9.5 tackles for loss and five 
sacks in the final five games when his team 
needed him the most. He isn’t the biggest 
or strongest, but Bennett has terrific get-off 
quickness to beat blockers off the ball, using 
his lateral fluidity and closing burst to be dis- 
ruptive in the backfield. Part of his struggles 
earlier in the season are attributed to him 
playing both the one- and three-technique 


tackle spots, but it also shows his versatility 
to NFL teams. 


RB T.J. Yeldon* 
Alabama, Jr. (6-2, 218, 4.56) 

Alabama has produced three top-64 picks 
at running back (Mark Ingram, Trent 
Richardson, Eddie Lacy) over the past 
four NFL drafts, and Yeldon will likely 
make that four over the last five. He needs 
68 yards to eclipse the | ,000-yard rush- 
ing mark for the third straight season and 
will leave Tuscaloosa as one of the most 
productive backs in school history. He has 


light feet with a silky style to easily change 
directions and make defenders miss, but he 
can also lower his pads to finish with power 
when the situation calls for it. While ex- 
tremely talented, Yeldon tends to be patient 


as an inside runner and is best suited as part j see 
—— 'p 


of a committee where he can shine in space 


ri . . ‘ 
as a runner/receiver. — — 4 ow 


Amari Cooper 
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TE Jeff Heuerman 
Ohio State, Sr. (6-5, 255, 4.68) 

The production isn’t inspiring with only 
17 catches for 207 yards and two touch- 
downs as a senior, but Heuerman has helped 
himself in 2014 because of his improvements 
as a blocker. Lining up in the backfield, 
in-line or out wide, he does a terrific job 
breaking down and engaging with his target. 
sustaining his blocks with technique and 
toughness. Heuerman was always an above 
average athlete for the position, but he has 
finally put it all together to best use that 
fluidity in his routes and after the catch. 

He could be a top-100 prospect due to his 
all-around, versatile skill-set. 

Other draft-eligible prospects worth watch- 
ing: Alabama LG Arie Kouandjio, Alabama 
FB Jalston Fowler, Ohio State CB Doran 
Grant, Alabama DL Brandon Ivory, Ohio State 
DL Adolphus Washington,* Alabama LB Trey 
DePriest, Alabama RT Austin Shepherd, 
Alabama RG Leon Brown, Alabama DE 
Xzavier Dickson, Ohio State WR Devin 
Smith, Ohio State LB Joshua Perry*. 

*Underclassman 

— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 
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PREVIEW 


Rose Spotlight Shines On Oregon’s Star QB Marcus Mariota 
And So-Far Unbeatable Jameis Winston 


wo years ago, as the Oregon Ducks 
prepared for a Fiesta Bowl date with 
Kansas State, freshman quarterback 
Marcus Mariota was asked what sort of 
handle he had on then-coach Chip Kelly’s 
dynamic, state-of-the-art offense. 
“I’m not sure I’m 100 percent comfortable 
with it,” 
Oh, we've seen. K-State got a decent 
look, losing 35-17 as Mariota had three total 


Se 


he replied. “But we'll see.” 


touchdowns without a turnover. And what 
Mariota has put on display over the two sea- 
sons since — under the direction of Kelly’s 
successor, Mark Helfrich — has been the 
closest thing to quarterbacking perfection in 
the history of the college game. 

Is that overstating it? Look, if you're not 
moved to hyperbole by numbers like 3,773 
yards passing, 669 rushing, 53 total touch- 
downs and only four turnovers — in 2014 
alone — then we don’t know what to tell 
you. 


BY STEVE GREENBERG 


It’s hard not to get sucked in by the 
21-year-old junior’s stats, even though they 
only scratch the surface of who he is and 
what he means to the Ducks program. Let's 
rattle off a few more just because we can: 
10,115 career passing yards, 101 passing 
touchdowns, 12 picks — really, 12? — and 
2,136 more yards and 28 touchdowns with 
his legs. It just gets ridiculous the more you 
look at the numbers. But, again. they don’t 
define him. Certainly not as a young man, 
and not even as a player. 

Heisman Trophy voters took pleasure in 
typing Mariota’s name onto their ballots 
in the days after the second-ranked Ducks 
wiped out Arizona by a score of 51-13 in 
the Pac-12 Championship Game. Why? Not 
because he was a shoo-in or even because 
his stats set him apart. No, it was because 
Mariota is — cornball alert — one of the 
good guys. Humble and earnest, gracious 
and respectful, focused on the game and 


<aiy) 
KE, 


SLAY OS 


bookish in his approach to learning all he 
can about it. 

“On the field and off the field,” 
Helfrich, “our team is made up of a bunch 


said 


of guys who are in his mold, and a lot of 
that is due to his leadership. Obviously, that 
speaks for itself. But if you want your son 
or daughter to have a role model, pick this 
guy.” 

If you’re wondering when we're going to 
get around to mentioning the names “Jameis™ 
and “Winston,” 
There seems to be a bit of a contrast between 


well, you can stop now. 


the last two Heisman winners, wouldn’t you 
agree? That’s the instant, on-the-surface 
appeal of this Rose Bow! matchup: Heisman 
vs. Heisman. 

Beneath the surface, though, there’s the 
matter of a good-guy quarterback and — 
how to put this? — a highly controversial 
one. There will be many in the viewing 
audience rooting more against Winston, 


and by extension the No. 3 Seminoles, than 
for Mariota and the Ducks. 

Perhaps the distance of Eugene, Ore., from 
most of the national media is a contributing 
factor, but what we know of Mariota is pretty 
much what he projects to the world. Both 
on and off the field, it thus far has all been 
positive. Famous Jameis has, on the other 
hand, had moments of infamy involving 
BB guns, soda dispensers, internet memes 
and, of course, crab legs. We know with cer- 
tainty he can sling a football like few others, 
behave foolishly and crassly and exhibit poor 
judgment. 

One thing we don’t know is what hap- 
pened between Winston and the FSU coed 
who accused him of raping her. Charges 
weren’t filed against the 20-year-old redshirt 
sophomore, but he began playoff prepara- 
tions awaiting the results of a student code- 
of-conduct hearing that was presided over by 


a former Florida State Supreme Court justice. 


Winston’s statuses as a player and student 
remained at risk, though it’s doubtful he has 
any intentions about returning to school for 
his junior season in any case. 

Winston often came off as charming and 
silly in 2013 as the Seminoles cruised to 
a national championship. His popularity 
certainly hasn’t taken off from there, though 
his coach, Jimbo Fisher, has repeatedly stuck 
his own neck out in public support of his best 
player. 

“He’s elite. He’s special. He’s different 
than anybody I’ve ever been around,” Fisher 
said. 

“And he cares about his teammates, and 
he can compartmentalize. When he has a 
job to do and people counting on him, that’s 
what a man does. And when you know the 
truth and you know the facts, you can put 
your head on the pillow at night and go to 
sleep. And I’m blessed to be a part of his 
life, | know that.” 

Winston has yet to lose a game as a 
college quarterback. The Seminoles have 
won 29 games in a row. And yet the team 
— not just its quarterback and its coach — 
constantly finds itself on the defensive. Is 
FSU truly one of the best four squads in 
the country? Many folks have their doubts 
about that. For sure, FSU was the only 
team under consideration for the playoff 
that failed throughout the season to put 
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seemingly inferior opponents away. 

It began with an underwhelming 37-31 
victory in the season opener against Okla- 
homa State and almost never stopped. The 
Seminoles nearly were beaten by Clemson, 
Notre Dame, Miami, Boston College and 
Florida. They struggled mightily to over- 
take North Carolina State, Louisville and 
Georgia Tech. As if on cue, the Seminoles 
would fall behind — sometimes shockingly 
far behind — and spend the rest of a fretful, 
exciting few hours trying to save their own 
rears. 

Does the team lack focus? At times, 
clearly it does. But what makes FSU so 
dangerous is its ability to come through in 
the clutch, right? 

“The resiliency and their ability to over- 
come in so many different ways, you can’t 
put a price tag on what those kids have,” 
Fisher said. 

Not in so many words, Fisher acknowledg- 
es that this year’s team isn’t as good as last 
year’s was; he calls the 2013 squad “domi- 
nating” and this one “amazing.” Amazing, 
in that it finds ways to win close game after 
close game. That certainly isn’t a strength to 
be taken lightly. 

It’s a strength of Winston’s, too, and 
perhaps his finest attribute as a quarterback. 
Only four FBS quarterbacks — and none 
in the Power 5 conferences — have thrown 
more interceptions this season than Win- 
ston, who has chucked-and-ducked 17 of 
them. Next to his modest total of 24 touch- 
down passes, that’s a terrible number. After 
leading the nation in passing efficiency in 
2013, Winston has plummeted to 22nd. 

At the top of the rankings? Ahem, Mariota. 
No surprise. 

“I wouldn’t be in this position without 
my teammates,” Mariota said. “There 
are 11 football players that have to play. 
You know, without those guys in the 
locker room, none of this would be 
possible.” 

Yet no quarterback can hold a candle 
to all of Winston’s clutch moments in 
2014. And the moments haven’t belonged 
to only him. Rashad Greene is an elite 
wide receiver with the clutch gene. Fresh- 
man running back Dalvin Cook has been 
a late-game, late-season star. The defense, 
not nearly as strong as it was last season, 


has clamped down every time it absolutely 
had to clamp down. 

“Tf we need to run it, we run it. If we need 
to pass it, we pass it,” Fisher said. “If we 
play defense, special teams, whatever — 
they do that.” 

Fisher believes that confidence, that ability 
to come back, begins in large part with his 
quarterback. Even last year, when they were 
blowing teams out like nobody’s business, 
the Seminoles all said Winston gave them 
belief, an edge — a feeling that they couldn’t 
lose. That’s still the secret to FSU’s success 
and the main reason it has a real chance to 
beat Oregon. 

“Tt just goes back with us having a tre- 
mendous family and me being selfless and 
knowing that the team comes first, and also 
me knowing that I did nothing wrong,” said 
Winston. 

“And when you add those things together, 
you just know you’ve got a family, you’ ve 
got the truth and you’ve got what you love 
to do, and that for me is playing football. 
When I can just go out there and put all that 
stuff behind me and just lock in and focus 
on, ‘I’ve got to do this for the team and not 
myself,’ we go out there and have a great 
game.” 

And what’s another reason the Ducks 
might be in trouble? Well, if it counts for 
anything, they haven’t exactly had to pull 
many Victories out of the fire. FSU’s average 
margin of victory is 11.8. UO’s is more than 
double that. 

Of course, that’s how the Quack Attack 
has rolled for a long time, and never more so 
than in Mariota’s years under center. What, 
they’re supposed to apologize for being seri- 
ous about the business of beating the heck 
out of teams? 

The Ducks aren’t perfect — anyone who 
watched their 31-24 loss at home against 
Arizona in early October realizes that. But 
it’s how they responded that exemplified 
the collective personality of Mariota and his 
teammates. 

“The next day, every single guy in 
our program was on the practice field 
25 minutes before they had to be, fixing it,” 
Helfrich recalled. “It wasn’t, ‘Hey, 
you screwed this up, you did this wrong. 

’ It was, ‘How do we do this better?’ And 
they haven’t looked back.” 


Tentative Starting Lineups 


Oregon Offense 
Pos No. 
QB 8 


Name 
Marcus Mariota 
RB 21 Royce Freeman 
WR 9 Byron Marshall 
WR Darren Carrington 
WR Devon Allen 
WR Charles Nelson 
LT ’ Jake Fisher 
LG Matt Pierson 
C Hamani Stevens 
RG Cameron Hunt 
RT 73 Tyrell Crosby 
K 41 Aidan Schneider 


Florida State Offense 
Pos No. 
QB 5 
TB 4 
WR 80 
WR 3 
WR 15 
TE 35 
LT Tt 
LG 70 
C 75 
RG 54 
RT 51 
K 19 


Name 

Jameis Winston 
Dalvin Cook 
Rashad Greene 
Jesus Wilson 
Travis Rudolph 
Nick O’Leary 
Roderick Johnson 
Josue Matias 
Cam Erving 
Tre’ Jackson 
Bobby Hart 
Roberto Aguayo 


Oregon Defense 

DE 9 

NG 56 

DE 44 

OLB 91 

ILB 48 

ILB 35 

OLB 33 Tyson Coleman 

CB 14 Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
4 Erick Dargan 
8 Reggie Daniels 

CB 13 Troy Hill 
38 lan Wheeler 


Arik Armstead 
Alex Balducci 
DeForest Buckner 
Tony Washington 
Rodney Hardrick 
Joe Walker 


Florida State Defense 
DT 90 Eddie Goldman 
NG 11 Derrick Mitchell 
JACK 15 Mario Edwards 
MLB 5 Reggie Northrup 
SLB 44 DeMarcus Walker 
WLB t Matthew Thomas 
3 Ronald Darby 
26 P.J. Williams 
8 Jalen Ramsey 
29 Nate Andrews 
1 Tyler Hunter 
38 Cason Beatty 


WHEN OREGON HAS THE BALL 


regon is led by the best player in 
college football, so let’s start with 
that. Marcus Mariota is a redshirt 


junior who runs with the best of them, passes 
with the best of them, and is more efficient 
than all of them. 

What the Ducks dearly love to do is throw 
some haymakers early, get a lead and then 
make the opposing offense chase the game 
and get increasingly out of its comfort zone. 
Oregon's first-half scoring edge is 332-141. 
(Of course, that might play right into the 
hands of the Florida State Seminoles, the 
comeback kings.) 

FSU has seen all kinds of speed — includ- 
ing, notably, at its own practices — but it’s 
not easy to prepare for the Ducks and their 
“Blur” offense. 

“T don’t know if you can ever practice for 
this speed,” said Florida State coach Jimbo 
Fisher. “We're a very fast team ourselves, but 
they do it at such a high level. The efficiency 
is off the charts.” 

The Ducks are in the national top five in 
scoring for the fifth consecutive season and in 
the top 10 for the seventh year in a row. Some- 
times, big, strong teams (Stanford) give Oregon 
fits. Sometimes, smaller, quick teams (Arizona) 
can slow down the Ducks. The main thing to 
know is that those instances are rare. 


ON THE GROUND 


True freshman Royce Freeman took over 
the main duties at running back, earning 
Offensive Freshman of the Year honors in the 
Pac-12. His 1,299 rushing yards entering the 
Rose Bowl rank as the second-best mark for 
a freshman in league history. He’s big (229 
pounds) and fast, able to hit the hole up the 
middle, while Mariota can work the edges on 
the zone-read keepers. 

Freeman began the season in a tandem with 
sophomore Thomas Tyner, who missed the 
final three games because of a leg injury; his 
availability for the playoff was in question. 
That duo allowed the coaches to move Byron 
Marshall, a 1,000-yard rusher last season, to 
receiver, where the Ducks needed the help. 

The rushing numbers lead the Pac-|2, but 
it hasn’t always been easy. Oregon has had 
to deal with a multitude of injuries along the 


offensive line, and right tackle Andre Yru- 
retagoyena — who missed eight games this 
season with a foot injury — re-injured that 
foot in the Pac-12 tithe game and is doubtful 
for the Rose Bowl. 

All-conference center Hroniss Grasu 
missed the final three games because of an 
ankle injury, but should return for the playoffs. 


THROUGH THE AIR 


Shocking, we're sure, but Oregon has 
some speed here. Depth also has been key. 
The Ducks lost Bralon Addison (their leading 
returning receiver) to a spring knee injury and 
first-team All-Pac-12 tight end Pharaoh Brown 
to a season-ending leg injury on Nov. 8. 

The versatile Marshall has stabilized the 
unit, within reach of being a | 000-yard 
rusher one season and a | ,000-yard receiver 
the next. Redshirt freshman Devon Allen is 


the reigning NCAA and U.S. champ in the 
110-meter hurdles. He was the go-to guy 
early in the season, but Dwayne Stanford and 
Darren Carrington (seven catches for 126 
yards in Pac-12 title game) emerged later to 
create a more balanced attack. 

Freshman Charles Nelson is another flashy 
option, and he'll take direct snaps in the 
Wildcat formation. 

Without Brown, Oregon’s tight ends are 
mostly used to help block for the running game. 
Mariota’s protection has been shoddy at 

times because of patchwork lines, but he 
doesn’t make many mistakes, even under 
duress, as his measly total of two intercep- 
tions suggests. FSU’s secondary, usually in 
a nickel package, will challenge him with 
cornerback P.J. Williams and safety Jalen 
Ramsey, among others. 

— Anthony Gimino 


Rushing Att Avg. TDs Yds Yds/Game 
Royce Freeman 230 5.6 16 1,299 (33rd nationally) 
Marcus Mariota 117 5.7 14 669 51.5 
Thomas Tyner 88 4.4 3 387 43.0 
Byron Marshall 50 77 1 383 29.5 
Oregon offense 566 §:5 37 3,085 237.3 (20th) 
Florida State defense 528 3.9 16 2,081 160.1 (58th) 
Passing Comp Att Int Pet Yards TDs Yds/Game 
Marcus Mariota 254 372 2 683 3,783 38 291.0 (12th) 
Jeff Lockie 21 2m OTS 207 1 25.9 
Oregon offense 276 «4400 2 69.0 4,016 40 308.9 (11th) 
Florida State defense 222 399 13 556 2,837 20 218.2 (49th) 
Receiving Rec. Yards Avg. Long TDs Yds/Game 
Byron Marshall 61 814 = 13.3 77 5 62.6 (T-80th) 
Devon Allen 41 684 16.7 80 vi 52.6 
Dwayne Stanford 37 557 15.1 62 6 46.4 
Darren Carrington 30 539 18.0 64 2 41.5 
Pharaoh Brown 25 420 16.8 66 6 42.0 
Keanon Lowe 25 359 = «14.4 57 4 35.9 
Charles Nelson 17 266 15.6 73 5 20.5 
Oregon offense 276 4016 146 80 40 308.9 (11th) 
Total offense Plays Rush Pass Yards Yds/Play Yds/Game 
Oregon offense 966 3,085 4,016 7,101 74 546.2 (3rd) 
Florida State defense 927 2,081 2,837 4,918 5.3 378.3 (51st) 
Scoring TOs = =XP 2ptXP FG = Saf Pts/Game 
Oregon score 80 71 3 15 0 46.3 (3rd) 
Florida State allow 36 32 0 17 0 23.0 (30th) 


WHEN FLORIDA STATE HAS THE BALL 


ameis Winston didn't come close to 

repeating as the Heisman winner — 

he had too many passes intercepted 
this season, too many close calls, too much 
continuing off-field turmoil — but he’s still 
winning. 

Winston, through quite an interesting two- 
year career as FSU’s starting quarterback, 
has yet to lose as he leads the Seminoles into 
the Rose Bow1 in a national semifinal, staring 
across the sideline at a quarterback — 
Oregon’s Marcus Mariota — who has 
had a superior statistical season. 

But if Winston's sophomore slump con- 
sists of a 13-0 record and another chance at 
a big, fat ring ... well, he'll take it. 

Florida State’s offense hasn't been nearly 
as effortless as last season. Some of the 
losses from last season include first-round 
receiver Kelvin Benjamin, running back 
Devonte Freeman, running back James 
Wilder, receiver Kenny Shaw and center 
Bryan Stork. With the bar set ridiculously 
high — FSU averaged 53.7 points per game 
last season — some drop-off was expected. 
But the fall has been perhaps a bit more than 
the ‘Noles would have liked. 

Anyway, FSU still has a big-play threat 
like receiver Rashad Green, it can still rely 
on Winston's clutchness, and it has a trio of 
offensive linemen — center Cam Erving, 
guard Josue Matias and guard Tre’ Jackson 
— who project in or around the second round 
of the NFL Draft. 


ON THE GROUND 


Florida State's disappointing running 
game shows signs of life heading into the 
Rose Bowl, thanks to true freshman Dalvin 
Cook, He is the team’s most explosive 
runner, but he didn’t start until the ACC 
Championship Game when Karlos Williams 
was out because of a concussion. 

Cook ran for a school freshman record 
177 yards against Georgia Tech, and coaches 
have a high level of comfort in him to be a 
three-down back who can catch the ball (five 
receptions in the ACC title game), as well 
as pick up blitzes. Even though Cook was 
technically a backup all season, he earned 
second-team All-ACC honors. 

“T think it was just my time.” Cook said 
after beating the Yellow Jackets. “I had to put 
my foot on the gas and keep going.” 


Williams is expected back for the Rose 
Bowl, but Cook is the game-changer that 
Florida State needs. Coach Jimbo Fisher calls 
him the “trump” card. “This guy is a special 
guy, he really is,” Fisher said. 

Florida State can also turn to speedy third- 
stringer Mario Pender, although he didn’t get 
on the field against Georgia Tech because 
Cook was able to handle everything. 

FSU’s veteran offensive line also appears 
to be settling into roles, going against an Or- 
egon front more noted for its athleticism than 
physicality. The Ducks, however, are coming 
off a shutdown effort in the Pac-12 Champi- 
onship Game against an Arizona team that 
had been hot on the ground. 


THROUGH THE AIR 


FSU’s offense has relied more on Win- 
ston’s arm this season than last, even with 
fewer reliable targets. His passing efficiency 


rating has dropped from a national-best 184.8 
last season to 147.0 entering the postseason. 
Seventeen interceptions will do that to you. 
Senior wide receiver Rashad Greene is 
about as good as it gets. He became FSU’s 
career leader in receptions (264) and receiy- 
ing yardage (3,771) this season, He has 
fought through plenty of defensive attention 
this season, and he'll get more from Oregon 
All-American cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu, 
as well as an aggressive Troy Hill on the 
other side. Safety Erick Dargan has a team- 
high six interceptions. Statistically. Oregon's 
secondary doesn’t look great, but a bulk of 
those yards have come when the result has 
already been decided. 
Sure-handed senior tight end Nick 

O'Leary is a near-impossible matchup and 
is one of the best at his position in the nation, 
with 17 career TD catches. 

— Anthony Gimino 


Rushing Att Avg. TDs Yds Yds/Game 
Dalvin Cook 155 5.8 8 905 (66th nationally) 
Karlos Williams 138 4.4 10 609 55.4 
Mario Pender 39 5.2 4 201 25.1 
Jameis Winston 49 1.6 3 143 6.7 
Florida State offense 412 4.3 26 2,101 134.8 (101st) 
Oregon defense 487 44 16 2,005 154.2 (48th) 
Passing Comp Ait Int Pct Yards TDs Yds/Game 
Jameis Winston 276 «46422 «#617 65.4 3,559 24 296.6 (10th) 
Sean Maguire 255 1 ABw 152!) 16453 339 1 113.0 
Florida State offense 301 468 19 643 3,898 25 299.8 (14th) 
Oregon defense 306 510 11 60.0 3,374 19 259.5 (100th) 
Receiving Rec. Yards Avg. Long TDs Yds/Game 
Rashad Greene 93 1306 14.0 74 7 ~~ 100.5 (13th) 
Nick O'Leary 47 614 184 46 6 47.2 
Jesus Wilson 37 455 3912.3 39 4 37.9 
Travis Rudolph 32 459 14.3 68 3 38.2 
Karlos Williams 24 206 8.6 27 1 18.7 
Florida State offense 301 3,898 13.0 74 25 =. 299.8 (14th) 
Total offense Plays Rush Pass Yards Yds/Play Yds/Game 
Florida State offense 880 1,753 3,898 5,651 6.4 434.7 (41st) 
Oregon defense 997 2005 3374 5,379 5.4 413.8 (80th) 
Scoring TDs XP 2ptXxP FG Saf Pts/Game 
Florida State score 54 53 0 25 0 34.8 (27th) 
Oregon allow 35 30 1 16 1 22.5 (29th) 


POSITION MATCHUPS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Jameis Winston vs. Marcus Mariota sounds great, but in a battle of efficiency this season, it’s no contest. 
Winston (17 interceptions) is much more likely to do something damaging to his own team than Mariota 
(two INTs). Bottom line: It's Mariota’s year, and this is the matchup edge that will really matter. 


RUNNING BACKS 


Oregon true freshman Royce Freeman has bashed his way to 1,299 rushing yards, picking up steam and 
more responsibility late in the season. True frosh Dalvin Cook is the spark FSU’s run game needs, showing 
his explosiveness with 177 yards in the ACC title game. Each team has other excellent options, too. 


RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS 


Oregon has developed receiving weapons through the season, with converted RB Byron Marshall leading the 
way, and Devon Allen, Dwayne Stanford and Darren Carrington stepping up at various times. FSU lacks the 
depth it had last season, but Rashad Greene will be the best receiver on the field, and Nick O'Leary, 
by far, the best tight end. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Oregon began the season with one of the most veteran and best — at least on paper — offensive lines in 
the country. Injuries caused a season-long scramble, although LT Jake Fisher is a rock and (if healthy) 
C Hroniss Grasu is too. FSU hasn’t been as dominant as expected, but still has the superior talent. 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


The Ducks have a physical freak in DE Arik Armstead and a second-team All-Pac-12 performer in 
DE DeForest Buckner. They have combined for 17.5 tackles for loss. The guy who has pro scouts drooling 
the most, though, is FSU DT Eddie Goldman. But will Oregon neutralize him with one of the best 
outside running attacks in the nation? 


LINEBACKERS 


Both teams have terrific athletes in hybrid outside linebacker/defensive end roles — Oregon with Tony 
Washington (10 TFLs, five sacks, two forced fumbles) and FSU with Mario Edwards Jr. 
(11 TFLs, three sacks, two forced fumbles). Neither team really counts this area as a major strength, 
but the Ducks are better here than you might think. 


SECONDARY 


The Ducks have standout corners in Ifo Ekpre-Olomu and Troy Hill, who will be aggressive against intercep- 
tion-prone Winston. FSU’s talent abounds, though, with CB P.J. Williams, CB Ronald Darby and Jalen Ramsey 
in a do-everything nickel back role, You probably won't find a better collection of confident DBs in any bowl. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


If it's a battle of field goals, FSU wins. Easy. PK Roberto Aguayo has been the best over the past two years, 
making 46 of 49 field goal attempts. Oregon’s Aidan Schneider (8 of 9) and Matt Wogan (7 of 9) have split 
time, but neither has an attempt longer than 42 yards. Edge to the Ducks on returns. 
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FIVE ROSE BOWL 


DRAFT PROSPECTS 


QB Marcus Mariota* 
Oregon, Jr. (6-4, 215, 4.52) 

Mariota’s mesmerizing physical traits have 
long captivated scouts. This year, however, 
he’s also answered questions about his mettle 
and poise with impressive wins against 
physical defenses from Michigan State and 
Utah, while also exorcising demons against 
Stanford and Arizona. He is not the “Can't 
Miss” prospect that some imply. Mariota’s 
production is inflated by Oregon’s spread 
attack that provides broader windows for 
him to throw through. Like San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick, Mariota 
is potentially a special weapon. He pos- 
sesses good, but not great, accuracy from 
the pocket, however, and therefore there is 
some concern about how well his skill-set 
translates to the NFL. 


QB Jameis Winston* 
Florida State, So. (6-4, 235, 4.83) 

Winston’s off-field issues will be thor- 
oughly investigated by the NFL and may 
indeed play a critical role in where he is 
drafted. On the field, however, Winston’s tal- 
ent is undeniable. He possesses the combina- 
tion of size, functional mobility, anticipation 
and arm talent to warrant No. | overall con- 
sideration and frankly, due to Florida State’s 
pro-style offense, he is a cleaner projection 
to the NFL than Mariota. Winston has excel- 
lent instincts, flashes Pro Bowl accuracy on 
challenging intermediate and deep passes and 
is so difficult to bring down that he’s often 
compared to Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger. Winston has a tendency 
to lock onto his primary target and has been 
especially vulnerable to shallow defenders 
dropping back in front of his intended receiy- 
ers. Given the frequency of zone blitzes 
in the NFL, this is an area Winston must 
improve. 


CB P.J. Williams* 
Florida State, Jr. (6-0, 190, 4.48) 

Fluid, fast and physical, Williams could 
wind up earning the top pick among de- 
fensive backs should he declare early, as 
expected. Williams excels in man coverage, 


showing great awareness, change of direction 
and acceleration to remain in the hip pocket 


of receivers. Far from just a “cover” corner, 
Williams isn’t afraid to lower his shoulder to 
force the big collision, and he fights through 
receiver blocks aggressively in run support. 
Williams is too aggressive, at times, failing 
to wrap up on some of his would-be tackles. 


DT Eddie Goldman* 
Florida State, Jr. (6-3, 314, 5.28) 

Teams are willing to gamble on difference- 
makers along the defensive line almost 
as much as they are quarterbacks, and no 
defensive tackle has captured the imagination 
of scouts more than Goldman this season. 
Goldman is broad, powerful and surprisingly 
athletic. His experience at defensive end 
(2013) and defensive tackle this season mean 
that teams won't have to project his abili- 
ties to the versatile fronts played in today’s 
NFL; Goldman has already shown it on tape. 
Goldman suffered an injury to his right ankle 
in the ACC Championship Game win over 
Georgia Tech, but head coach Jimbo Fisher 
said that he expects to have the team’s best 
run-defender back for the Rose Bowl. 


CB Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
Oregon, Sr. (5-10, 185, 4.46) 

Instinctive, athletic and tough in run sup- 
port, Ekpre-Olomu has stood out in the pass- 
heavy Pac-12 throughout his career. His lack 
of ideal size is a concern when projecting to 
the next level as he has been targeted (and 
beaten) by bigger receivers in 2014. Ekpre- 
Olomu’s toughness, agility and instincts, 
however, could make him an ideal nickel 
corner. Given the frequency that nickel 
corners play in today’s NFL, that could still 
warrant a first-round selection. 

Other draft-eligible prospects worth watch- 
ing: Florida State C Cameron Erving, Oregon 
DE Arik Armstead*, Florida State CB Ronald 
Darby*, Florida State DE Mario Edwards 
Jr.*, Florida State OG Josue Matias, Oregon 
C Hroniss Grasu, Oregon OT Jake Fisher, 
Florida State WR Rashad Greene, Florida 
State TE Nick O'Leary, Florida State OG 
Tre’ Jackson, Oregon DE DeForest Buckner*, 
Florida State RB Karlos Williams, Oregon 
DE Tony Washington, Oregon SS Erick Dargan. 

*Underclassman 

— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


Jameis Winston 


Photo by Brian Bahr/Getty Images 


Photo by Jeremy Brevard-USA TODAY Sports 


OREGON AGAINST THE SPREAD 


Date Opponent 


2) 
i— 


Dec. 5 vs. Arizona 

Nov. 29 at Oregon State 
Nov. 22 COLORADO 

Nov. 8 at Utah 

Nov. 1 STANFORD 

Oct. 24 vs. California 
Oct. 18 WASHINGTON 
Oct. 11 at UCLA 

Oct. 2 ARIZONA 

Sept. 20 at Washington State 
Sept. 13 WYOMING 

Sept. 6 MICHIGAN STATE 
Aug. 30 SOUTH DAKOTA 
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AGAINST THE SPREAD 


Opponent Score 
FLORIDA -6.5 54 24-19 

4 at Miami -2 ys 30-26 

4 Oct. 30 at Louisville -3.5 51 42-31 

| Oct.11 at Syracuse -23.5 55.5 38-20 

| Sept. 27 at NC State -16.5 60 56-41 

- Sept. 6 THE CITADEL -56.5 Ni 37-12 
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PREVIEW 


MICHIGAN STATE 


BAYLOR 


(11-1, 8-1 Big 12) 


aylor clearly felt it deserved a spot 
B in the College Football Playoff. 

The Bears told anyone who would 
listen. 

“We're in a room that feels like we just 
lost a football game,” coach Art Briles said 
after the Bears finished fifth in the CFP rank- 
ings, which sends four teams to a playoff. 
“That to me is a travesty. That’s what I hate.” 

He was fightin’ mad for a while, but since 
he could no longer do anything about it, he 
tried to quickly move on to a Cotton Bowl 
matchup against Michigan State, rather than 
hold a pity party. 

“We're Big 12 champions.” Briles said. 
“Get happy or get your ass out is the way 
I feel.” 

The Spartans had seemed locked into 
a meeting with Georgia Tech in the Orange 
Bowl. However, the committee decided to 
jump Mississippi State from No. 10 to 
No. 7, leaping over Michigan State at 
No. 8, despite the fact neither team played 
on the final weekend. The result was that 
Mississippi State took the Orange Bowl 
spot, while Michigan State goes to Dallas. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Michigan State CB/WR Tony Lippett 

The fifth-year senior was selected the Big 
Ten’s top wide receiver and was chosen as 
Michigan State’s team MVP. But as good as 
he has been offensively, Lippett has played 
extensively on defense in the past two games, 
starting at cornerback in the season finale 
at Penn State. Lippett, who hadn't played 
defense since he was a redshirt freshman in 
2011, will likely be counted on again against 
a prolific Baylor offense. 

Michigan State QB Connor Cook 

The junior had another solid season, com- 
pleting 188 of 323 passes for 2,900 yards and 


VS. 


22 touchdowns while throwing just 
six interceptions and earning second-team 
All-Big Ten honors for the second straight 
year. He'll have a chance to make some 
plays against a Baylor defense that gives up 
260 yards a game through the air. 

Michigan State DE Shilique Calhoun 

The junior could very well be playing his 
final game at Michigan State. He has had 
another productive season, recording 6.5 
sacks and earning first-team All-Big Ten hon- 
ors for the second straight season. He, end 
Marcus Rush and linebacker Ed Davis will 
be counted on to pressure Baylor quarterback 
Bryce Petty, which will be the key to slowing 
the highest-scoring offense in the nation. 

Baylor QB Bryce Petty 

Petty was the AP Big 12 Offensive Player 
of the Year last season, but slipped to second 
team behind TCU’s Trevone Boykin this 
season. In any case, Petty had another 
fabulous season, and was among the finalists 
for the Manning and Johnny Unitas awards 
for quarterbacks, Petty leads the Big 12 in 
touchdown-to-interception ratio (26-6) and 
is second in the league with a 155.3 passing 
efficiency rating. 

Baylor WR Antwan Goodley 

He had nine catches for 116 yards, includ- 
ing a 58-yard touchdown, in the regular-sea- 
son finale against Kansas State, also rushing 
once for 33 yards. Goodley was limited by 
injuries this season, but the preseason All- 
American is clearly capable of huge games. 
He has 51 catches for 737 yards and six 
touchdowns this season. 

Baylor LB Bryce Hager 

He’s been a tackling machine for the 
Bears, earning second-team All-Big 12 hon- 
ors this season for the third time, He enters 
the bow! with 101 tackles, including a career- 
best 11 tackles for loss. 
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(10-2, 7-1 Big Ten) 


GAME BREAKDOWN 


Michigan State: The Spartans have steadily 
improved as a running team throughout the 
season and enter the Cotton Bowl averaging 
more than 234 yards a game. Fifth-year 
senior running back Jeremy Langford has 
been outstanding (1,360 yards, 19 touch- 
downs), despite only earning honorable 
mention All-Big Ten honors ... Connor Cook 
has lacked consistency al times but has 
benefitted from a solid line that has allowed 
him to be sacked only 10 times. ... Michigan 
State is allowing only 97.7 yards a game on 
the ground, ranking sixth in the nation. ... 
The Spartans will have their hands full with 
the Baylor passing game, but they have been 
pretty good in their own right in pass D, al- 
lowing 196 yards per game. The Spartans are 
second in the Big Ten with 17 interceptions 
and lead the conference in turnover margin. 
They also have recorded 37 sacks, second 
best in the Big Ten. 

Baylor: The Bears have made their living 
by throwing the ball, but that disguises how 
good of a running team they are, led by Shock 
Linwood, who has run for 1,226 yards and 
16 touchdowns. In the regular-season finale, 
Baylor continued a trend of plowing ahead 
with its running game, rushing 37 times for 
172 yards and four TDs against Kansas State. 
... Baylor ranks 21st nationally in rushing at 
235.2 yards per game. ... The fact that Petty 
seems to have a different favorite target each 
game — rotating among Antwan Goodley, 
Corey Coleman and KD Cannon — is scary 
for any defense. ... The Bears finished the 
regular season ninth nationally in rushing 
defense at 107.7 yards per game, although 
those stats are slightly inflated by a weak 
non-conference schedule. ... Baylor has plum- 
meted to 101st in the nation in pass defense, 
giving up 260 yards per game. 


ARIZONA 


(10-3, 7-2 Pac-12) 


irst-year Boise State coach Bryan 
His has returned the Broncos to 

the Fiesta Bowl, the site of two of the 
program’s greatest triumphs. 

Turns out, the Fiesta Bow! is also the 
home of one of the defining victories in 
Arizona’s history. 

The teams will meet in Glendale, Ariz., 
on New Year’s Eve. 

Each team likely would have been shut 
out of a big bowl in the old BCS system. The 
Broncos, who won eight straight games en 
route to their first outright Mountain West 
championship, finished 20th in the College 
Football Playoff selection committee's poll. 
But they advanced to one of the big four 
“access” bowls by being the highest-ranked 
team from the Group of 5 conferences. 

Arizona, which won the treacherous 
Pac-12 South, was beaten soundly in the 
conference title game, 51-13 by Oregon. 
The committee didn’t greatly punish the 
Wildcats, dropping them only from seventh 
to 10th. That was good enough for Arizona to 
be included in a major bow] for the first time 
since the 1994 Fiesta Bowl. when the Cats 
blanked Miami 29-0. 

The Broncos won Fiestas in 2007 and 
2010, including the famous overtime victory 
against Oklahoma on Jan. 1, 2007. 

“Tt’s very exciting for us just because 
of the history that we've had at the Fiesta 
Bowl,” said BSU standout running back Jay 
Ajayi. “I’m just so excited that I’m actually 
playing out my dream of playing in a big 
game like this.” 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Arizona LB Scooby Wright 

The high-motor sophomore is the Pac-12 
Defensive Player of the Year and he won the 
Bronko Nagurski Trophy as the nation’s top 
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defensive player. He has 28 tackles for 
loss this season, and could reach the FBS 
record of 32 (Western Michigan’s Jason 
Babin, 2003) in the bow! game. Either as 
arun-stuffing middle linebacker against Boise 
State’s Jay Ajayi or an edge rusher against 
quarterback Grant Hedrick, Wright will be 
in the middle of the Fiesta Bow] action. 

Arizona QB Anu Solomon 

He had a very good season as a redshirt 
freshman, setting a school freshman mark 
with 3,458 passing yards, completing 285 
of 491 passes with 27 touchdowns and seven 
interceptions. He was bothered in the second 
half of the season with a gimpy right ankle 
and had to leave at halftime of two of the 
final three games, but the extra rest before 
the bow! game should do him good. 

Arizona RB Nick Wilson 

A true freshman, earned honorable 
mention All-Pac-12 honors, but he and the 
running game were stuffed in the Pac-12 title 
game ys. Oregon. Wilson, though, has 217 
carries for 1,289 yards and 15 touchdowns. 
When he is motoring, the offense clicks by 
getting first downs and picking up tempo. 

Boise State RB Jay Ajayi 

He needs 25 yards to break Ian Johnson's 
school record for rushing yards in a season 
and pul a cap on a historic year. He has 
rushed for 1,689 yards and gained a school- 
record 2,225 yards from scrimmage this 
season, the second-most in the country. He 
also has scored 29 touchdowns, tied for the 
most in the country. 

Boise State OB Grant Hedrick 

Hedrick leads the nation in completion 
percentage at 70.9 and is ninth in passing 
efficiency at 157.8. He has produced 32 
touchdowns — 22 passing, eight rushing and 
two receiving. He has not played well in his 
two previous encounters with teams from 


BOISE STATE 


(11-2, 7-1 MWC) 


Power 5 conferences, struggling in last year’s 
bow! loss to Oregon State and throwing four 
interceptions in this year’s season opener 
against Ole Miss. 

Boise State LB Tanner Vallejo 

He is Boise State’s defensive playmaker. 
He leads the team with 86 tackles, ranks sec- 
ond with 15 tackles for loss and leads the team 
with three fumble recoveries. He grabbed his 
first career interception in the Mountain West 
Championship Game and returned it for his 
second touchdown of the season. 


GAME BREAKDOWN 


Arizona; Arizona thrived on its running 
game late in the season, with RB Nick Wilson 
turning in four consecutive 100-yard games 
before the Wildcats were overwhelmed by 
Oregon in the Pac-12 title game. ... Anu 
Solomon consistently earned high marks from 
the coaches for his decision making. He has 
been calm and careful with the ball — with 
only seven interceptions in 491 attempts. ... 
Arizona allows 170.4 rushing yards per game. 
but is usually a good tackling team and doesn’t 
give up big plays, although you could not tell 
that against Oregon in the Pac-12 title game. 
... With safety-turned-linebacker Tra’ Mayne 
Bondurant, UA is basically playing with six 
defensive backs in its base defense. 

Boise Stale; The Broncos struggled to 
run the ball in the Mountain West Champi- 
onship Game for the first time during their 
eight-game winning streak. Still, quarterback 
Grant Hedrick ran for two touchdowns — 
flashing his dynamic speed. ... Hedrick has 
a young group of receivers who haven't been 
consistent, but they’ve shown flashy ability. 
Sophomore receivers Thomas Sperbeck 
and Chaz Anderson are downfield threats, 
and redshirt freshman tight Jake Roh is 
a matchup problem. 


Ce Miss 


ik College Football Playoff selection 
committee set up an intriguing battle 
between the nation’s top scoring 
defense against the second-highest scoring 
offense. 

Ole Miss allowed just 13.8 points on the way 
to its best regular season under Hugh Freeze, 
while TCU scored 46.8 points per game. It’s an 
ironic twist considering Gary Patterson’s pro- 
gram became a mid-major force with some of 
the country’s stingiest defenses before joining 
the Big 12, while Freeze’s trademark during his 
ascension in the coaching ranks has been his 
frenetic up-tempo offenses, 

(Patterson) is the defensive guru that ve 
wanted to learn from, and I probably have 
been more on the offensive side of the ball.” 
Freeze said. “It'll be an interesting matchup, 
one in which we're looking much forward 
to representing our conference and our great 
university there.” 

TCU made a solid case to be in the 
four-team playoff, but the Horned Frogs 
were dropped from third to sixth in the final 
rankings. 

“I've always been a guy that didn’t believe 
that you worried about spilled milk, and we 
can’t worry about that at all,” Patterson said. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Ole Miss QB Bo Wallace 

It’s been another up-and-down season 
for Wallace, who’s thrown double-digit 
interceptions for the third straight season 
but has saved some of his best football for 
the biggest games. Wallace fought through 
a severely sprained ankle to throw for 296 
yards and run for a touchdown while staying 
away from turnovers to help Ole Miss knock 
off rival Mississippi State in the regular- 
season finale, Wallace has thrown for 3,085 
yards and 22 TDs. 


OLE MI55 


(9-3, 5-3 SEC) 


VS. 


Ole Miss CB Senquez Golson 

He is one of the best cover men in the na- 
tion, a skill that will come in handy against 
the Horned Frogs’ speedy receivers. The All- 
American has an SEC-best nine interceptions. 
Golson has helped the Rebels’ secondary shut 
down opposing passing games all season. 

Ole Miss TE Evan Engram 

He has become a more integral part of the 
offense since the Rebels lost star receiver 
Laquon Treadwell to injury. Engram has 
18 catches for 364 yards over the last four 
games to run his yardage total to 651, 
a single-season record for an Ole Miss tight 
end. Engram (6-3, 217) is a matchup night- 
mare for linebackers and safeties. 

TCU LB Paul Dawson 

He is not that well known nationally, in 
part because he rarely speaks to the media. 
Still, Dawson is one of the most effective 
tacklers to play at TCU under Patterson, who 
has built a strong defensive reputation as 
a coordinator and head coach for the Horned 
Frogs. Dawson, the Big 12 Defensive Player 
of the Year, tops the league with 128 tackles. 

TCU QB Trevone Boykin 

His development as a passer has been 
impressive throughout the season, a credit 
to the co-coordinators (Sonny Cumbie and 
Doug Meacham) hired in the offseason to 
implement the spread attack. Boykin was the 
unanimous pick for Big 12 Offensive Player 
of the Year after setting a TCU season record 
for passing yards (3.714) and touchdown 
passes (30). He also has 642 yards rushing. 

TCU S Chris Hackett 

He shares the Big 12 lead with six intercep- 
tions and had a pick in four consecutive games 
before he was shut out in the Thanksgiving 
rout of Texas. His ability to read opposing 
quarterbacks and provide sticky coverage con- 
tributes to a streak of 24 consecutive games in 
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TCU 


(11-1, 8-1 Big 12) 


which TCU has managed at least one 
takeaway. The streak is the second-longest 
in the country behind Houston. 


GAME BREAKDOWN 

Ole Miss: As hard as Mississippi has 
tried, it hasn*t been able to pose much of 
a threat with its ground game. The Rebels 
are averaging 167 rushing yards a game, 
and that includes a 402-yard performance 
against Presbyterian and a 218-yard outing 
against Louisiana-Lafayette. ... Bo Wallace 
paces the SEC’s fourth-best passing offense 
with 3,085 yards and 22 TDs. ... Ole Miss 
is giving up just 133 yards a game on the 
ground, although power runs have given the 
Rebels trouble. But Ole Miss was strong 
against Mississippi State dual-threat QB Dak 
Prescott, limiting the 6-2. 230-pounder to 48 
yards on 24 carries. Ole Miss has the speed 
to contain another dual threat in TCU’s Trev- 
one Boykin. ... The Rebels haye been one of 
the better teams against the pass all season, 
and not just because the Rebels are stingy 
with their yards (187 passing yards allowed 
per game). Ole Miss leads the SEC with 19 
interceptions. 

TCU: The emergence of RB Aaron Green 
adds another dimension to the TCU attack. 
He has topped the [00-yard mark in four 
of the last six games; he has 854 yards on 
a 7.7-yard average. ... Picking a go-to guy 
from TCU’s receiving corps is impossible, 
which makes the Frogs tough to defend. 
WR Josh Doctson is the top threat with two 
straight 100-yard games, including nine 
catches for 151 yards in the Dec. 6 rout of 
lowa State. ... The Frogs have allowed just 
nine rushing touchdowns, the best mark in 
the Big 12. ... TCU will take risks and go for 
interceptions, The Horned Frogs have picked 
23 passes, 
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(10-2, 6-2 SEC) 


wo of the nation’s most exciting 
quarterbacks will be on display in the 
Orange Bowl. 

Georgia Tech features sophomore Justin 
Thomas, with Mississippi State led by junior 
Dak Prescott, who spent much of the season 
as a Heisman candidate on a top-ranked 
team. 

The game sure looks to have the potential 
to be an offensive showcase. Georgia Tech 
ranks second in the nation in rushing (333.6 
yards per game) and first in third-down ef- 
ficiency (57.0 percent). The Yellow Jackets 
average 37.0 points and 468.8 yards per 
game. Thomas is fourth in the nation among 
quarterbacks with 965 rushing yards, and he 
has thrown 17 touchdown passes, 

Mississippi State won 10 games for the 
first time in school history. The Bulldogs 
broke the school record for most points 
scored and most yards in a single season. 
They rank ninth in the nation in total offense 
(506.2 yards per game) and tied for 14th in 
scoring (37.2 points per game). 

Georgia Tech will be making its seventh 
appearance in the Orange Bow! and its first 
since 2009, when the Yellow Jackets lost to 
Iowa. Mississippi State is 1-1 in the Orange 
Bowl, but hasn't been since 1941. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Georgia Tech QB Justin Thomas 

He has rushed for 965 yards and five 
touchdowns and thrown for 1,594 yards 
and 17 touchdowns. He’s thrown just five 
interceptions. Thomas ran for 104 yards 
against Florida State — the most by a 
quarterback in an ACC title game — 
and threw for 134 yards in coach Paul 
Johnson's triple-option attack. 

Georgia Tech FB Synjyn Days 

He has rushed for 753 yards and six 


PREVIEW 
VS. 


touchdowns, including a career-high three 
against Florida State. Days, a tough inside 
runner with good speed once he breaks 
through the line, has rushed for 100 yards in 
three of his last six games, plus he had 94 
yards against Georgia in the regular-season 
finale. 

Georgia Tech LB P.J. Davis 

He had 11 tackles against Florida State in 
the ACC title game and leads the team with 
108 tackles, including eight for loss and 
four sacks, He and LB Quayshawn Nealy 
will be key against Mississippi State’s run 
game, 

Mississippi State QB Dak Prescott 

He ranks fifth in the country in rushing 
yards among quarterbacks with 939 yards, 
and he has 13 rushing touchdowns. He 
became the first Mississippi State QB to 
earn first-team AII-SEC honors since 1986. 
The tough guy is a powerful runner who 
will looking to finish the year in style after 
being bottled up by Ole Miss (24 rushes 
for 48 yards) in a loss in the regular-season 
finale. 

Mississippi State LB Benardrick McKinney 

The redshirt junior is part of a standout 
defensive front, leading the Bulldogs with 
61 tackles. He’s tall (6-5) and athletic, used 
sometimes in edge rush situations. Against 
Georgia Tech, his first order of business 
likely will be stopping the fullback dive, and 
he'll have ample help from the Bulldogs’ big 
boys up front. 

Mississippi State RB Josh Robinson 

The junior earned second-team All-SEC 
honors after finishing the regular season 
third in the league in rushing yards (1,128) 
and fifth in all-purpose yards (1.498). He’s 
simply tough to bring down, built low to the 
ground at 5-9, 215, which has earned him the 
nickname “Bowling Ball.” 


GEORGIA TECH 


(10-3, 6-2 ACC) 


fy 
GAME BREAKDOWN 


Georgia Tech: Make no mistake, Georgia 
Tech is a running team; it ran 27 straight 
times to open the ACC Championship 
Game. The Yellow Jackets ran for 331 yards 
against Florida State. ... Georgia Tech ranks 
second in the nation with 333.6 rushing 
yards per game. ... Tech averages 135.2 
yards passing, but is dangerous out of its 
triple-option attack. The Jackets average 9.2 
yards per pass and an ACC-best 17.7 yards 
per catch, ... Creating turnovers has been a 
big part of the team’s success. The Jackets 
have forced 27 turnovers, which is tied 
for 16th nationally. ... Tech allows 227.6 
yards passing per game. It has intercepted 
17 passes, four each from Jamal Golden 
and D.J. White. ... FS Isaiah Johnson is the 
school’s career leader in tackles by a defen- 
sive back with 275. 

Mississippi State: The Bulldogs’ offense 
struggled early in the regular-season finale 
against Ole Miss, gaining a season-low 128 
yards in the first half before putting together 
some late drives to finish with 445 yards. ... 
Mississippi State hangs its hat on its running 
game, with quarterback Dak Prescott poised 
to join running back Josh Robinson with 
1,000 yards for the season. ... MSU, which 
is 1-2 when it rushes for less than 200 yards, 
is going up against a Georgia Tech defense 
that yields 5.1 yards per carry. ... Mississippi 
State has mostly been good against the run, 
allowing 126.5 yards per game, but it hasn’t 
faced an option team like this since losing to 
Georgia Tech in the 2009 season. ... Coach 
Dan Mullen is probably still steamed that 
his defense allowed Ole Miss to hit on seven 
plays of 30 or more yards. ... Senior DE Pres- 
ton Smith (nine sacks) joined LB Benardrick 
McKinney on the All-SEC second team. 
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SPECIAL ISSUES 
(4 WORLD SERIES 
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(4 NFL WORLD CHAMPIONS (BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


INDIVIEUAL COPIES ss cxsecsaaseeeiar eras ons as csieie (Includes Shipping) $10.50 
IN THE HUDDLE INDIVIDUAL COPIES ................. (Includes Shipping) $12.50 
IN THE DUGOUT INDIVIDUAL COPIES................. (Includes Shipping) $12.50 
BACK ISSUES. cscccscscesceceaas aca eceascadsecass (Includes Shipping) $12.50 


COMPLETE FOOTBALL SET (7 MAGAZINES) — IN SLIP CASE (ExCLUDES DRAFT) ...... $57.00 


CANADIAN ORDERS ADD INDIVIDUAL $14.95 SETS $27.95 
MEXICO ORDERS ADD INDIVIDUAL $14.95 SETS $46.95 
OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD INDIVIDUAL $18.95 SETS $46.95 


(INTERNATIONAL ORDERS SHIP SURFACE - 4-6 WEEKS) 


Online 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 
WM ALL 18 MAGAZINES .... (Includes Shipping) $105.25 
(Includes Shipping) $70.00 


MM 10 MAGAZINES 


ll 5 MAGAZINES (Includes Shipping) $40.00 
SLIPCASE NOT INCLUDED 
DOMESTIC ORDERS ONLY 
LINDY’S SPORTS ANNUALS 
Alabama Residents 2100 CENTENNIAL DR. SUITE 100 
Add 9% Sales Tax BIRMINGHAM, AL 35216 
PHONE: 205-871-1182 / FAX: 205-871-1184 
COPIES ACCEPTED 
NAME 
COMPANY 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 
TELEPHONE 
E-MAIL 


(CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 

PLEASE CHARGE: VISA MASTERCARD UDISCOVER QO AMERICAN EXPRESS 
ACCOUNT # EXP. 
SIGNATURE 


DECEMBER 20 


New Orleans Bow! 
Nevada vs. Louisiana-Lafayette 
New Orleans, La., 11 a.m, 


New Mexico Bowl 
UTEP vs. Utah State 
Albuquerque, N.M., 2:20 p.m. 


Las Vegas Bowl 
Colorado State vs. Utah 
Las Vegas, 3:30 p.m. 


Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Western Michigan vs. Air Force 
Boise, Idaho, 5:45 p.m. 


Camellia Bowl 
Bowling Green vs. South Alabama 
Montgomery, Ala., 9:15 p.m. 


DECEMBER 22 


Miami Beach Bowl 
BYU vs. Memphis 
Miami, 2 p.m. 


DECEMBER 23 


Boca Raton Bowl 
Marshall vs. Northern Illinois 
Boca Raton, Fla., 6 p.m. 


Poinsettia Bowl 
Navy vs. San Diego State 
San Diego, 9:30 p.m. 
DECEMBER 24 
Bahamas Bowl 


Western Kentucky vs. Central Michigan 


Nassau, Bahamas, Noon 


Hawaii Bowl 
Rice vs. Fresno State 
Honolulu, 8 p.m. 


DECEMBER 26 


Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Illinois vs, Louisiana Tech 
Dallas, 1 p.m. 


Quick Lane Bowl 
Rutgers vs. North Carolina 
Detroit, 4:30 p.m. 


St. Petersburg Bowl 
NC State vs. UCF 
St. Petersburg, Fla., 8 p.m. 


BOWL SCHEDULE 


All Times Eastern 


DECEMBER 27 


Military Bowl 
Virginia Tech vs. Cincinnati 
Annapolis, Md., 1 p.m. 


Sun Bowl 
Duke vs. Arizona State 
El Paso, Texas, 2 p,m 


Independence Bowl 
Miami (Fla.) vs. South Carolina 
Shreveport, La., 3:30 p.m. 


Pinstripe Bowl 
Boston College vs. Penn State 
Bronx N.Y., 4:30 p.m. 


Holiday Bowl 
Nebraska vs. Southern Cal 
San Diego, 8 p.m. 


DECEMBER 29 


Liberty Bowl 
West Virginia vs. Texas A&M 
Memphis, Tenn., 2 p.m. 


Russell Athletic Bowl 
Clemson vs. Oklahoma 
Orlando, Fla., 5:30 p.m. 


Texas Bowl 
Texas vs. Arkansas 
Houston, 9 p.m, 


DECEMBER 30 


Music City Bowl 
Notre Dame vs. LSU 
Nashville, Tenn., 3 p.m. 


Belk Bowl 
Louisville vs. Georgia 
Charlotte, N.C,, 6:30 p.m. 


Foster Farms Bowl 
Maryland vs. Stanford 
Santa Clara, Calif., 10 p.m. 


DECEMBER 31 


Peach Bowl 
Ole Miss vs, TCU 
Atlanta, 12:30 p.m. 


Fiesta Bowl 
Boise State vs. Arizona 
Glendale, Ariz., 4 p.m. 


Orange Bowl 
Mississippi State vs. Georgia Tech 
Miami Gardens, Fla., 8 p.m. 


JANUARY 1 


Outback Bowl 
Wisconsin vs. Auburn 
Tampa, Fla., Noon 


Cotton Bowl 
Michigan State vs, Baylor 
Arlington, Texas, 1 p.m. 


Citrus Bowl 
Minnesota vs. Missouri 
Orlando, Fla., 12:30 p.m. 


Rose Bowl 
No. 2 Oregon vs. No. 3 Florida State 
Pasadena, Calif., 5 p.m, 


Sugar Bowl 
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 4 Ohio State 
New Orleans, 8:30 p.m, 


JANUARY 2 


Armed Forces Bowl 
Houston vs. Pittsburgh 
Fort Worth, Texas, Noon 


TaxSlayer Bowl 
lowa vs. Tennessee 
Jacksonville, Fla., 3:20 p.m. 


Alamo Bowl 
Kansas State vs, UCLA 
San Antonio, 6:45 p.m. 
Cactus Bowl 
Washington vs. Oklahoma State 
Tempe, Ariz., 10:15 p.m. 


JANUARY 3 
Birmingham Bowl 
Florida vs. East Carolina 
Birmingham, Ala., 1 p.m. 
JANUARY 4 


GoDaddy.com Bowl 
Toledo vs. Arkansas State 
Mobile, Ala., 9 p.m. 


JANUARY 12 
National Championship Game 


Alabama/Ohio St. vs. Oregon/Florida St. 


Arlington, Texas, 8:30 p.m. 


Wrangler 


BVANCED COMFORT 


THE MOST COMFORTABLE JEANS 
YOU'LL EVER WEAR. © 


OS rE ay 


@ We Fit Your tte 


y DREW BREES 
| 
a) 
, +» 


die 
iF 


£ 


ts RN 
ST a 


‘ 
‘ 


7 _ 


~ 
_> 
>. 
- 
oe 


“WAY F FLEX 
roe TECHNOLOGY . 
ee We P< S wef d 


Ti 
4 WW, 
es, 


“4 Wrangler A 


Real. Comfortable Jeans: = 4 ; 
r wrangler.com 


1 
7 % 


SAVING IS 
SIMPLE. 


GEICO has been saving people 
money for over 75 years. 


GEICO. 


Get a quote today. 
geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | Local Office 


